'U'va al Jowspal of Ha

C!ub
Eea‘stmd at tﬁemga
Tmm%amﬁ Poel‘ as a Per'cdcn-’




The f/'jers at work




THHE MOUNTATINERR

No., 2. 1866 _ - 96 S

Official Jourmal of thoe Molbourn: Univoersity Moumtaine:ring
Club. ;

Registored at the G.P.0. Melbournc for transmission through
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All corr:spond:nce addrcessced to Union Hous:, University of
M:lbournz, Parkville, N.Z.

Aftor a week of active canmpainging and jostling of
nominations the A.G.M. was surprisingly qui.t and passive.

Most of the positions wure contested so this year's comnditboc
should bc well ropr:s.ntative of the club,

Unfortunately, howaver, the committeo shows an acutec lack
off new faces despite the influx of many new and onthusiastic
monbers. This is probably duc to th: many "one function a ycar®
members which reprosented a considerable proportion of the
voters at th: A.G.M. Thes: momburs hav: no idea of the currcmt
mertbership, activitics, and tr:nds of tho club.

For the last 12 months the Feathertop Hut projeet has done
mich to weld the club tog:thor. Now and imaginative ideas will
be moeded if this homogunuity is to be prescrved as the club
swings from a single purposc to more diversifi.d mountaineering
activitios. Therc must be more opportunity for members to oot
togoether informally to discuss schiocvemonts and plans. This ..
docg not mean nights wher: 500 slides of the Res-rve are
shown with a graphic deseription.

It is to be hoped that the committee will show initistive
and imagination when plamning trips and club sctivitics and
not: just a rchash of what was “good cnough last yoar"

R S

The 1966 - 67 Committ:o

Preogident: Phil Waring
Viece Presgidents: Tony Korr
Nick White
Saeeratary: Ien Thomas
Asst. Secrutary: Br:ndan Holland
Trcasurcr: Andy Spate
Trips Sceratary: Dave Hogg
Stores Officor: Roger Caffin
Editor of "Th. Mountain or®: John MecL.an

Gon:ral members: Lauric Humphoerys, Nina Rulevich




The Accident

The construction  of the hut has been marred by the fatal
accident on the Mt. Hotham access road. Threo club memberss:
Cathy Fscott, Margaret Unkles, and Don Lam, were k&l}ed, anq
two: Halena Gorskis and Bob Dewar, were injured. Whilst th1$
came a8 a numbing shock to all of us it adds new purpose to The 7
hut project. Our sympathy goes out to the families and friends i
of those 'involved. et l
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Tetter to the Hditor

Dear Sip, ‘ i

Rumours have been circulating that psople who dont't
climb continuously can no longer attend the climbing course.
The average mountaineer cannot climb sufficiently often to be
able to use a club rope and they rely on such weekends for
their climbing. This valuable club scrvice should not be dis- ]
continued, and I deplore the attempt by an extreme clique to do so.

Yours in all round mountaincering
Bushwalker,

@ ® e 00006 Cc e 000 C O

M. UM, O DuLHEGATTS & OBSURVERS

The Club every year appoints delegates to the organization
listed below, amongst others. This year the Committee is asking
that any persons interested in holding onc of the positions
to contact the Sceretary, Ian Thomas, in writing before

May 1l4th. The Committee will then appoint personnel from the &
applicants.

Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs Deliecgate

F.V.W.C. Search & Rescue Committez Delzgate & Observer
F.V.W,C. Mapping Sub~-committee Delegate

F.V.W.C. Track clearing Sub-committee Delegate

Victorian National Parks Association Delege

In addition the following service positions are vacant:
Map Librarian |
General Librarian , -
24 hour Walk Organigers

Further information about these positions can be obtained 3
from the Seeretary.

Here is your opportunity to help in the administration of the Climb.
E IN I, '
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Winter Driving

Tzrasﬂ

For soft, fresh snow, a winter tread pattern with chunky
blocks and wide grooves to prevent clogging is the only way
to .xep going, but they are no answer to hard-packed patches
or v. ¢y when steel is the only thing that can cut through,

The best kind would be a winter tyre with Tungsten-~carbide
st inserted into the blocks of the tread. However under
w10 orian winter conditions the expense of studded tyres is
< ¥ 11y warranted.

An effeetive substitute is a set of snow chains., Practise
itting the chains in the warmbth of your garage, and remember

" three things when they are worn: low speed (not more than 30 mph),

retensing them after a few miles, and fit them to the driving
wheels which are r9t necessarily at the back these daysk

On the question of lowering tyre pressure when the going
gets slippery, there are two schools of thought:

Michelin say that progsumss can be dropped by as much as
40%, provided that 40mph is not exceedod, the advantage being
an increase in the 'footprintt and therefore more tread blocks
to transmit the power,

Dunlop, on the other hand, fzel that this decrease in
pressure of the tyre on the ground will not help at all, and
the extra side-wall flexibility will give rigs to instebility.,

Wheels

These should be checked for balance, A tyre which is
wiggling or bouncing duc to dynemic or static oub-of-balance
cannot give proper adhesin,

Battery

The output of a battery is roduced to 65% of its rated
power at: freezing point and 40% at; -18°C. Therefore 5 battery
in poor condition, which is just adeguate for summer starting
may fail when it is called to start a stiff cold engine on a
frosty morning,

Anti-freoge

‘ _ﬂ@f@ln cooling system, purge it with a good flushing and
inhibiting solution and refill it with the correct mixture
of soft water and anti-freeze,

‘ It gntlmfreeza_is not used, the car radiator must be
drained if +the car is to be loft out overnight.

Vision

. One of the main causcs of bad vieibility is the result
of differentials of tempoerature causing condensation on the
window glass of a car. Other reasons can bo road mud and spray.

(continued p.4)
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(contiming Winter Driving)

In spite of better demisting provisions built dmy
demisfiing fluids and cloThs Tor inside are Still required,
These leave a trace of wetting agent on the glass which .
causes the microscopic globules of water to coalosce into
an ovaen sce-through film. :

Windseraen washers ar: almost as cssential as screoun wipers .
The jets can be cleancd with a Primus stove pricker.
A good fog light is ¢ssential. The best ar: those
with minimum oI top scatter. They should be mounted as low
as possible; for fog seldom reaches right down to the ground,
With cars left out overnight, it is best not to allow
ice to form on the windsereaen and rear window; newspapors —
placed over the windscreon ang resar window will prevent this,

Driving Teehnigues

1. Negotiating deep wator:—

If.;t_is_on & main highway, it probably has a solid base,
and, if it is Teasonably shallow, can be crosesed in first
gear at 5-10 mph. ‘
If i% is doep, remove your fan bolt from the pully so that
the blades will not splash the water ovor your mobtor. But
remember to roplace it when yow g:t to the other side. Stop
watar Trom :ntering exhaust, sither with a hose or by
tcmporar%ly blocking the exhaust, Also check to sce +thet
your digtributor will be above water,
. Do not rush into deep water, if your motor is hot,
Give the block & chanes ta cool,
Once throush the wat.r test the brake ' Z | ;
5 & e & e Leg and keo 2 ko
edal slightly deprascod %' -  hem kY = thu.Dfaﬁé
pzdal s gh ¥ deprossed until yow fael them gripping. This
forces any water From the drums and overcomes loss of breaking
bower; a common ocecurcnee when you have bion ploughing + T
14 1 ha baon Lghing throu
water.. o Lt oegn

2., Ice and Snow:-

I B e =] 3o xr - = ]

Forgotlyour brakes, steer with your fingertips and let
your footwqrﬁ on the accelsrator be as gentle as if you
ware treading on an 2ggshell, ! = :

Wltimately one must stop, =2nd, dab braking is best. The
trick is %o apply the brakes g:ntly until onc sonses that the
wheols are beginning to skid; the braking pressure is then
cagsed to give the whocels a chance to roll and then appliecd
again. . :
Incidently, if you ever do have the misfortun: to skid
into & roadeide drift, it is no good clearing the snow from
around th. wheels until the hard pricked snow under the sump
hag been dug away.

(continued naxt page)
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Improvisations

If caught in snow without chains there arc scveral
alternatives. For a small arca of snow the mats from the
boet or interior can be removed and wedg:d firmly in front
of the driving wheels. Rope may also be used. Four lengths of
rope are cut for cach driving wheel and a piece tied through
gach of th: wheel perforations,

If you return to find your perked car snowbound, it is
not the time to start wishing you carried a shovel. You'll
find the base of the jack being shaped like a scoop will hoelp
you dig your way out of trouble.

There are more ways of getting off a patich of ice than
skidding. You'll find = pint or so of water from a warmad up
engine will stoart e rapid thaw. If you haven!'t anything else
use a hub cap to carry it.

- -
U

General ™™Mn

Parking on shecets of newspaper overnight can stop your
tyres freezing to the ground,

Do not park for a long period with the hand brake engaged -
it may frecze in that position.

If possible, park facing down hill with the selector in
first gear.

Always take with you a tool kit, tow rope, Jack, whdel brace,
spare fan belt, spark plugs, radiator hose, fuel pump kit, axe,

shovel and a lightweight block and tackle,

Baefore attempting a road under sevoers winter conditions
a driver should have had previous swmmor expsrience on it,

If this is impossible he should seck rolisble local advice
on the form, markinge and likely surface conditiouns of +tho
road and travel in dayliszht.

Usually alpine conditions are met near the ond of a long
journey. The driver should rocognize his own limitations argd
not attumpt to continue if overtir:d. It is advisable on a
long trip to arrange for an oxp.ricnced rolief griver.

John. Cole
S o S S SN U N B A S B T

Licherour old member supping with a young freshette at the
camp fire:
He: Would you like to have breakfast. with me 9

ohos Yes,

Hoe: Will T give you a call or a mmdes

oY e

M o T RS



=0.arch and Roscucs

The Biarch and Roscue szetion of M. U.M.C. is part of the
Foderation of Victorian Walking Clubs Scarch and Rescue Scetion,
Its members ars male voluntoers who are prapare4.to pud their -
cXpericnce, eguipment, and thomsclves et the sorviee of the’
public."Th: normel purposc of the orgenization is the humanit-
arian onc of assisting whore a porson may be lost, injurecd
or distressed". The Scetion supplements, where n:cessary;
in bush scarches, the Poliez Soarch and Reseue sguad.

Thare are two call-up prioriti.:s

(a) Aveilable immediately (3 hours)
(b)  Available within a reasonzble +ime (onc day)

wach yeoar the scetion has a practice, and at these practices
search tochnigues are taught and revissd. It is therafore an
important part of the rosponsibilitiss of a member of the seection
Tto attend the practice. This year it will be held on Tthe woskend
of the 14+th =nd 15th May in the Yen Yoon Map arca. Details of
the practicce will be sent to 2ll membors of the section in. the
ncar future,

If you have any querics or would lilke to apply for
membership contact the Club Delegatoc-

Tan Thomas

2t 9 Berkeley Stre:t, Hawthorn
phone 81 2611
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M.U.M.C. At Mbt. Rosea 25th-27th March

The Rosea oriontated trips of the last two months
culminated in a magnificunt wookond e climbing in which
thres ropes of M.U.M.C. climbors stormed the cliff with a
consistency that Rosea has not known for some years.

For the Saturday Mike Stone and Iam Cuild put an ond
to the abortive ettempts to finnish Squar: Ronte with the Mild
V.S5. "R.I1.P. Corncr.» Ixcept for two jam nuts and two wooden
wedges for dir:ct aid it was climbod free. Roger Caffin ang
John McLean did the second agcont of the "Tourist Dir-ct Buttrasg,®
reopaliring the peg line whors necassary., The climb took 9 hours
the last pitch being climbod in the dark. Phil Sccombe and
Marg, Jemss did the third ascent of “Saturday SpicialW, =
Sovere clinb to the loft of the touriet track romp.

Sunday saw Ian and Mike doing the third ascent of the

?

(cont.p.7)



(At Mt. Roseca cont.)

"Dourigt Direct Buttress®, 21l up in 4 hours. Roger and John
conneeted the variation of the ¥Fly-paper Wall® 2nd pitch with
the “"Faye Crack®™ with a possible new pitch as a link. Late
in the afternoon Marg. James provided thoe cxeitement when she

ell while s:conding "Mixed Climb* and swinging out under the
ovierhangs. She was lowerced to 2 ledg: by Phil., Mike climbed up
to the riscuc and continusd the climb with FPhil.

A1l in all, a wackend that could well mark the turning

point in M.U.M.C. climbing.

(t" m i v!ifa
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PAPUA AND N.W GUIN A

dJan. 1966
Paxrtys Grascme Underwood, Rob MeQuilken, Mark Scotd,
Geoff Smith, Ross Smith.

Last Chrigtmas five walkers docided to forsake the wilds'
of Tasmania, and the snows of Nuw Zealnad, and head for fresh
paeturce in VWew Guinca. Five wacke of travelling provided a
varicty of incidents, some of which I shall attompt to portray.

Pravellers to Now Guinea are a constant sourc: of :ntortain-
mznt for the natives. This ig all very good fdr the ego, but
after a fow days thoe novelty waars off. In the towns they have
become accustomad to Australians dresgs.d in shorts, but add a
fow wecks growth, a scruffy shirt, and a laerg. pack and ons would
think that the Picd Pip:r had come to town., Whil: walking for
about twonty miles down thoe Chimbu Velley we had a congiant
escort of up to thirty natives, with a changz of Tfaces at :ach
village. At nights a crowd would gather zround the rest hous:
door, and on: or two of the boldar ones would s.at thomg.lv s

ingide the hut to get a babtor view. Nezdless to say we had
our cmbarrassing moments.

Initially we flew to Popond:tta and then walked for nino
days via the Xokoda Trail to Sog:urai. Th: mop shows a Jeop
track from Popondetta to Kokoda, but this was not quits the
case. AL Ajeka villag: w. were confrombed by the XKurmegi River
which is up to 200 ft., wide and flowing v:ry swiftly The
govermmont pays a cano:-man to tak: pecople across, but aftor
onz fecble atbumpt He gave up. Some of the mor: onterprising
villagors built a raft firmly lashed with Jungle wviness. Ve
placad our prcks on top end then waded across, till at about
mid-point we were washed off our fuot. This was the signal to
start ewimming, and slovly th: Faft was kick:d towards the
far bank. All this zctivity was accompani:d by whoops aznd cat-
calls from the natives who help:d to swim the raft across.

(cont. p.8)
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(Papua and New Guincea cont. )

At the far side the raft was man-handl :d upstream ageinst
the current, and the reverse proccadur: carried out.

Buying food at the villages was always an oXporiones,
Despite the lack of a common language a surprising varisty of
fruit and vegetables could be bought for a few shillings or
some twists of tobacco. Thos» with tonder stomachs had troubls
adapting to the strange fruit, and I can well romomber rofusing
a gift of two pincapples on th:ir account.

The Kokoda Prail follows native tracks across the Owen
Stanley range. It climbs the highost ridges, plung.s down the
d:eopest ravinos, and asconds the long:st spurs. Between Uberi
and the crest of the range thetrack climbs more than 20,000 ft.
although 1t has an altitud: of 7,000 ft. at its high:st point.
For cvory on: thousand feet of altitude gained the track drops
8ix hundred foet to the foot of the next ascent.

Travel in Now Guinsza is mainly by asroplanc, ranging im
size from ths single engined charter plancs to the tloctrass
We flow to Keglsugl (8,000') in a single engined, five seater
Cessna. Unfortunat:ly they don'™ seum to cater for the luggago
as well, Whot: do you do whon your lega are fold-d to your chest,
a pack is wedg:d them with anoth:r on top, your head touch:s
the roof, one arm is fully immobiliyed while the other is just
able to work th: camera, and your 1loft foot starts to iteh 9

From Keglsugl we ascended Mt., Wilholm (epprox. 15,000%),
The track was clearly mark:d, and we mad: camp in some native
huts at the lakes. Jagged peaks ring the higher lake, while a
wator-tall forever empbties it into the lower lake. At 125000 F
to 13,000% the shortage of oxygsn produces lebouraed breathing
and occasiocnal hiadaches. The views from Wilholm are guperb
with craggy cliffs jutting from the swirling mists. On a clear
morning the coast niar Madang is readily seon.

_ After Wilhelm we walk:d to Kundiawa whore we split up and
hitched to Lac. On a subs:quent trip to S+, Mary's Poak (12 000M},
two of us achieved ultimabe degradation by hiring two native
women to carry our packs. Theoy scorned the shoulder straps and
balanced the 40 1b. mules on their hoads without the aid of
hands, Actually thoy only carri:d for i) hours, znd the next
day we bhad male carrmicrs. In Now Guinea-tha male is gtill the
boss, and so the women do most of th: work. They oftuen boecome
most on seelng us struggle into a village with pack on back,
and on. kind soul 2ven offurcd his wif: to carry a pack for us,

@nd S0 you galn a vague improssion of a country, which
certainly has visual appeoal - a country with piople who ar:
often not_gr:atly changoed from their primitive 1ife, provides
many arusing and stinulating oxporicncos.

Ross Smith

ISyl clf alia M uNalaWal W
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CULTURAL. SuCTION

~4 MATDUEN'S DISTR#SS= or ~WHAT «V.R HAPPHUNED TO THR BIG BOLD

Asi

@

B

®
@
°

BLACK~Bi2ARDED BULCARIAN BHUAST OF A BARON

ACE 11

On top of Bluff Major. The B.B.B.B.B.B. of B. is
thers alone, seoursly tied on and ready to bola

B:B.B:.B.B.s of Bs

(¥Pig Act 11 and you will sec my bold

And daring, fould and fiondish, plot unfold,
But 1ot not I alone bear your @busu

Por all Climbing Leaders are umscrupules.

My plot is well planncd, for just look here,
From my day pack I teke a bottle of madeTa,
And soe, I am tied on well, double belay and =all
To take the shock of Aunt Beatrice®s fall.)

Climb up Piona, do not delay,

But jus®t haove confidence in my firm balay,
And Aunt Bestriecs, pleasce don'k vex,

Once Fiona is here you can climb next.

Short minutoes clapse.

Th

™
e

Hore we are Pilona, atop Bluff Major

Far from disturbancc from a dlundering strangcr
80 hers my dear, try some nadora,

drink it down guiclkly end come & little ncarer.

Kzep awzy from me you fiondish Beasit:
Yow shan't compromisc TG not in the lecast
For this nylon rope which bchind me T tow

Formg o link with my Aunt Beatrice down belows

S50 bolay her up quickly youw hairy hound,

Of your immoral suggeetions, not anothe T sound,
And of your evil 1“”uor, no% 2ven two eips,

No devil's mixture will pess my lips.

B.B.B.BB.B. vf 8Bz

h Poir PFiona, you do me grea Wrong
To find intention of evil in my 'song
1 am tdklﬂb in the rope, so bkﬁr N’ malice
I belaying up your Aunt Beatrice.
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(A Maiden's Distress cont.)

Aside: ' (By now shatll be but ten foet up
So the end of hor f211 won't be tceo abrupt
I jerk the rope with a nighty forcc.
And s:ze the énd comes froe of course.)

Crice of pain and dismay from off-stage
Now at last Fiona, I have you &l one,
For you have just lost your chaperon.:.
dJust a 1little madera, you'll find it agresable
Then maybe youl!ll find me more personable,

Fair Pionas
Youw: eruel Beast, do not touch ne
Let me return to the ground I beg thee.
Ok Rodger, brave Rodger, where art thou dearest.
Ch Rodger, dear Rodger, the Beast I fearest.
(Curtain)
Watch for Act III in the next issue

/,./////////”/

Travarse of the Arthurs or
Douth: Weat With Caffin

ct
ks
0

-~

i 30 and at last the POT is sailing., We wa JC'
customary good byes and immediately dive for the cafeterid.
There is a horrid shock as we are conll nted by & leerin g cash
rogister. The nore affluent ones cat. Then we go to the bar o
toast the trip in cidexr left over fr\l a Feb. lst. celebration
party. However, as bar attzandent does not get a cut from the
bottle, in money or kind, we are summarily ¢jected. We skoll -
on the after doek - “ho Peddor and the dannation of bar atton-
dentsh, .

Morning soos
the next: two days thump down: the H.4.C. Gordan River road:
it is the end of the week so all the cars arc coniang out. The
sccond day we leave the road and overland - "only 7 mileg®
to Pedder, but we are alroeady in myrtlo unf1~ and on: mila takes
5 hours. We spent the night necar tho top of a minor peak (the
wrong onc) above Pedder. It is 8.00 befor. wo stop, and very
nisty, so we do not push on, but flake instead -« itls casisr.

It is. 288y, .8la0, in light. to Pedderw, 5o . tho-regt of tho
next day is aguatic (in a rowing boat) and cating. There is
glsolthe Drambuiec in the drop, which does not go far between

bods,

us in Devonport, ovening at Maydma. For
W
2

(continued p,I11)
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At Junction Crieck the following day we meet Charles
McCubbin with two friends,collecting specimoms. We are oo
big to bottle. _ " o

From here we roar up bthe Morraine B onto the Western
Arthurs, It looks saey, bwb it is a drought, so we sweat up
it to the face at Peak 4, Thore is a nice short cut up a
waterfall gully, which all true mountainecrs relish. We‘thrashy
up and conguer peak. Lake Davay, wherce we are to camp, 18
vory inviting - a few hundrod feet below us. With alr drops
collected we hootle down, onding with a large splash as the
hygonie types dissapear into the glacial waters. The more:
albtruistic members pitch the tonts instead.

Our start the next morming is more chaotic; there is a
thick heavy mist. After a small discussion on position,

(leader outvoted 5:1) we scream on, first waiting till 11.00
for the mist to clear. 3.30 at Square Lake (short of our
planned camp-site L. Arthur) so we stop and have tea. We are
not to be left in peace, however, as the cver watchful leader
observaes while sating (y2s cating) his soup, “Therae's someone
on top of those cliffs, I can hear thon". Sometime later a padr
of bodics appear around the lake. "Thought: we'd drop in om you
without warning, but we got: lost in the mist." They had no
compass with them. We lend them one and they happily return

to L. Arthur whoere thoey are camped.

The next day is spent in our tents in the middle of cloud.
We are regaled with choice extracts from Rabolais. We ponder
on tommorrowts weather,

It turns out to be fine so there is much panie, and we
Head for High Moor - a "long hard expos:d route" - c¢spacially
as we are nov at L. Arthur. The route is interesting: we lower
packs, chimn:y, go caving, meet horizontal scaparia on sto:
cliff faces, and abscil., Phil is 2 1little upset when his pack
makes like a shot bird. It does not bend ruch. We reach High
Moor as the light goes out. It is too dark to look for the
camnp site so we pitch camp on top of the col. It is exposed
and we hope that the tents will stay. They do.

The next day again is spent in the tent - although the
wind abates a bit in the afternoon, so we cook pancakes outside
and yarn with the Sydney Uni. bods also her: - same crowd as
at Square Lake. Another bottle of Drambuie is drunk around the
fire, in mist and wind. We go cerly to bed -~ optimists.

Tomorrow is not the best, but w: meke a start - Hud
thereupon wipes the sky, it is fine. We can see Beggary, The
Mage, md the Bumps. A mob of Rovers hav: gone through, so
navigation is not too hard., There ar: steps in the moss, blazes,
red tap:s, and even in places a cub track. This mind you, despita
Tthe fact that we are only the ninth party through. It takes awaey
the fun, but it is still a gold route. Beggary Buups are toughor
Than. we had thought, and the rope is used again, bofore we
reach Haven Lake. This is no haven. A powerful wind threoatens
ﬁc remove us. The tents do not leave without us - although one
is moved from the top of the morraine wall to discourage the

( continued p.12)
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(Travers: of the Arthurs contd.)

wind and its zfforts.

To Promsnbary Lake is casy, we are almost there by
midday. A large portion of the day is spent boulder rolling
from 400 ebove the lake. This lake is surround:d by <normous
cliffs and we named the place "The Valley of Kings" (boulder
rolling is & king sport). A fair young maid has a bath im
Promentary Lake - but this ssnds much wind and raim to vex
her. "The most spartan expericnce of my life".

The next: day the weather is mixed, but the country is
now wide open. We have lunch at West Portal, sholterod from a
60 m.p.h., wind., A Tinal scrub bash in mist onto the last
norraine and it is then. fine weather down to Passe Creck. Weo
change liqueurs and have Liquore Gulluino hore.

We have a rest day - the weather is poor all morning and
we are all a 1little weak in the knees. An immense amount of
paneak: is cat:n, various swift jok:s made, and much nothing
is dona.

The following morning sea2s us sweating up Luckman's Lead
on to the Tastern Arthurs. Hui is abuscd however when. he
gends more mist and rain in the afternoon. No worry the track
is now a highway, and the l:ad:r clains to actually know the
way. It finos up at Goom Moor and we have a fine view of the
range.

The leader, cunning fiollow, succeeds in staying in bed
until it promiscs to be fine - and lat:. Father's knaee is
bothering him, €o he and Bros. Hort and Doc go via the Forest
Shute and Scree Shute. The more bold mountaincers clect to do
the famed "Souther Traversa" with packs. It is 4.30 and las®
time it took § of a day, some of us are left guessing. Ve
do i1t in under two hours, reaching Becher vaisc at the same
time as the speedy Doctor.

Two monty days at Bechervaisc: sone go to Hanging Lake
via Souther Traverse without p cks, some bludge, all climb
Podder, gome even climb it with ropes., The Hanging Lake S.L.0.
flag is cerectad,

Pheerm thought: 1if we Zo go we can make the POT the
sailing before ours. We go go go. Down Moss Ridge the route
ig obvious, but the hand and footholds are steadily dwindling .
Dead scoparia bushes slowly come out. Down Craveroft Valley,
on a narked trabl, whatts mor: our air drop at Cra. Junction
is nissing - som: theiving houndss But only a day or two loft,
80 what the holl. More cunning rout: finding up Wille Micro
Lead - "Thoy're putting new teapes evoery where now" as the

cad:r finds that there is more than one route through the
gerub. Up hill is harder than down so we do not reach Nth., Lake
— to much optimism. We spend only £ an hour ther: the next day -
To consume pincapple juice. Karakazic Kid runs down the facs

of the mountain to the Kucn - we swing from trec to treo to

22p up. A brief stop for lunch, sp:nt noinly in the Huon, as

(continued p.13)
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(Travers: of the Arthurs contd.)

we have to be out by 400 to catch the last forostry workers
going home, or a 16 mile road bash, The transport is still
4= 5
there

We are now sgplit up - meeting again, as we hitch ﬁ@
Devonport. Anxious noments as we try to get on th: carlier
sailing - we are being put in the bar butbt the purscr realis:s

th:r: is a SHN. "I can't put you in the bar can I, oh well
youw can use the powder room.®

Buffalo Gorge, Nth., Wall - A Brief History

The problem has long baen recognised in climbing circles,
and even in: loeal follklore, where the story cireulates of a
young man climbing the wall unroped one moonlight might to
win a loverts wager. Recent history reports pprities visiting
the Buffalo Gorge wvery fow years, attompting the North Wall,
end climbing on the south side (very broken) when deterred.

As rocorded attompts were unsuccessful, and no lover has cone
forward, th: wall was assum:d inviolate when the party was
forned for the 1965-6 attempt.

The story of the rocent assults bogan in spring 1964,
when Mike Ston: and Brucce Hocking stood om the top of the
gorge, studied the very impressive Nth., Wall, and decided
to climb it. They noted the central chimney line as boing
the obvious route. The idea lay dormant for apout a year, to
spring 1965, when the prescent team of four united, Brucs
unfortunately withdrawing throuvugh lack of time from his modical
studies. In the tean wor: Mike Stone and Ian Specdie of the
M.U.M.C. and V.C.C.,, Reg Williems (V.C.C.) and Ted (Spider)
Batty (V.0.C. & S.R.C...,

The first visit, on 4 dayse in Novumbur 1965, saw the first
200 foot to the lodge climbed in 4 pitches, th.e first pitch
on th: main wall climbed, and the roube sh:ad survey-4d.
iscape was made up the previously unclimbed remp on-the 1loft
side of the wall leading up behind "Pulpit Rock'" . This was
named "Comut Ramp", boecause of the larg: come:t visible whem
the party reached th: top at 3 a.m. afbtor climbing snd boltirg
all night.

) The next attonpt was made in Decomber, when the party
abseiled down: cemoet ramp to start élimbing from the l:dg= at
9.00 a.m. The first piteh on th: main wall was rec¢limbed, and
the two following pitches climbod in unpl :asant, wot conditions,
which caused the climb to be then apandon:d as too dan gerous
beocauss of the poor friction on +the wot granite. The crux
chimney of comet ranp was unclimieble for th: same rsason, anl

0

(eont,p,14)
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(continuing Buffalo Gorge)

aftur sbsciling to the hottom of th: gorg: in the dark
two thirds of the south side was climbed bofor: a bivouac
was nadc. b s .

In +the final, and successful, attempt, nSvider” arlving
from Sydn:y joined the othar threc at Buffalo on llth. February. -
Rising et dawn on the 12th the party r:xached the fgot of .
Comet Romp and the mein wall at 9.15 a.m. The prev1gusly clx@b&d
threa pitches were repzated and the crux chimmey climbed to the
vital chimn.y in quieck time. The problem of ?ou%a Ilnd}ng
beyond this point occupi:d soveral hours, which mecessibat.d
a vivouac on small 1l:dges. The final threse pitchos woers
climbed the next morming, tho climb finishing :xactly 24 hours
from the time of starting.

Tho Future: The Nth . Wall off.rs more routes with a large
Zmount of artifiecial climbing involv:d. The appar:nt 2xposurs
is unparallcled anywhere in - Vieboria, anllaedges are very
few. Hanging belays would be nscessary.

KRN HWHRAEAXANIRK%

TP ROR

THo! ViS. and AL,

Pirst: ascent: T2d Bathy, Ian Speedic, Reg Williame, and Mike Stome,

Buffalo again. Oh hell, It's not the climbing I dislike,
I*ve done that befare - but the drive up the Buffalo Rd.
with Spz:edie at the whoel - absolutely undescribable. Seventeen
niles the sigapost at Porpunkah says, so rosigning mysclf —
with a prayer I tightenod my s:at bslt, girded my loins
(notaphorically), took two guells and spent the next half hour
or 8o singing ancient Druid madrigals with my eyes closod.
This, I nay add, clash.d rather badly with R.g Williams, who
was singing som . thing that sound:d 1lik. a bad cross between 5
Ruguiom Masg and thoe Seckoers labt.st in a somoewhat nasal tonor
filtering through that wull known buard in the back scat, He,
1 gather:d, also was worricd,

“You can op:n your y.s8 now", says Tan with cxtrum. sarcasn,
fwelre at the top:™ "I was in no mood To resgist so I opensd
Them, just in tim. o sue a wall of dirty great trovs whirl
past my windows abt a s8p-:d which I setimat.d on the spot to be
roughly 67.2 m.p.h. With a2 low moan I clos.d my wyes again,
and lot them stay that way until I was abksolutely sur: the car
had stopp:d at the canp ground. On th:e journ.y up I had notiead
that T had found it hard to br:ath, but put it down to shicr
terror acting on my frail body. (contd. p.15)
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( continuing Tmporor)

Now I realiscd that I was wrong. Reg, it turned out, had
been. using my shirt collar zs a panic handl., and it dHook

us over five minutes to loosen his fingsrs from round my
nock, Wo deecided that rigormortis had sct in, so mumblod a
coupl: of burial services and threw him out om tho snow
plain., Some peopl: may think this the action of a callous
porson, but woe didn®s want him to affiet the rest of th: food
in the car,

On the snow plain was a snall, dirty, badly pitch.d,
yellow btent. “Looks likce Spidorts here from Sydney®, sald Iam,
and I thought I deteetod a slight note of bitiorness in his
volcc ag he said it, but I could be wrong. I porsonally wes
extrencely glad. Spider on the following day, was going to geot
my vobte to l:ad the hard pitches, and I want:d him in good
condition. "Spid.r, you robtbti:n Now South Welshman', scrcamed
Tan., "Wake up and say H:ullo", and then turns to nc nutbering
about the appalling monnors of the damn for:igners who socn
to be clutt:ring vp the climbing ar:as now-a-dsys, dvontually
a rather sloupy and peewed voice said what b...s we were,
(this was definatcly unfair, I thought, as Spider had nover
net ny par-onts, and bosides, I have an older brother, and
what docs that make Wim?) and did we know what tim: it was?

I obligingly inform.d him that it was about nmidnight, for
which h: didn't oven thank me. I nentally sgre:d with Iants
communts on New South Welshmoen andé th:ir lack of mannurs.

Wo deelded to bed down without pitching tents, as tha
night was finc., I had beon lying in ny sl:coping bag for somo
five minutes whon I heard a noisc. To be more 2xacht, I hiard
2 noise over the alr:ady <xisting nois.; Spocdic, yow s:i,
was already aslecp, and snoring with the oxplosive force of
a battory of twonty-fiv: pound.rs. Mor: gquu.r noisus waft.d
ovur from n:ar the car, and looking ov:r I saw something move,
A puzzled frown: floated ov.r my facs, as I r.aliz.d that that
was whure w: had flung Reg. An animal, I thought, has comc to
<2t Reg. T was just wishing it luck and turning over to go
back to slaeup, when I saw R:g got up and walk unst:adily to th
the car, That did it, "Speodie,™ I gaid "“Reg ien't dzad.”
The snoring stopped like an air raid siren suddonly switched
off., "Don% be bloody stupid, of cours:c he's dead," gaid Iam

"Wo said burial services.™ But there it was, Rug was still
with us, s0 th: same: four woer: roady to tackl: the North Wall

of the Buffalo Gorg: the following day.

The following norn, som.swhet carly, Rog let hims.1f go
with a loudish, g:tting up bype yoll, which was noticcable
mainly for its cnormous failur: to rous: th. othor threo.
Howsver, with the help of several well plac.d kicks, and a
- billy of cold water the party was chosrfully gathor.d in the
shed cating their various nauscous broskfaste, After P cking

{cont. p.16)



16
( continuation of Fmporcer)

all the gear into four packs we found that there was room
for only 6 pints of water, 3 bars of chocolat:, 2lbs. of
scroggin, and on: tin of poachoes, and thus we prodecided

that we were not going to b: hungry.

At approximat:ly seven otclock Spider pationtly show.d
mz how to do a N.S.W. typ: twist:d knot abs:il, and aft.r
about 23 attimpts I svonbtually managed to make it run. At
about § otclock we ware all gathored at the foot of the climby
ready amd cager to start climbing.

We punched and kicked Ian until he voluntewred to lead
the first pitch, and then we unticed his hands, as we didn't
want him to be under ary handicaps for the climb. Whoem hi had
finishod thd first pitch, which I grudgingly admit is quite
difficult, we threw him up the ropes so that he could helay
us up. Being the largest purson there I assorted my right to
clinb: last, and consequently, by the timoe Spidoer and I had
nauled the packs up and arriv:d on the belay ledge, Reg was
well on. the way on the artifical. To spewd him on his way,
and amuse ourselves, we flung rocks at hinm, and Hook bets as
to which swear words he would us. when he was hit. Hoe climbod
the piteh surprisingly quickly, but whem h. reached the
bolt belay at the foot of the Spider Walk, hoe 'did not want to
belay ue up. We were surprised, nay hurt would bo a bettor
description of our fo:rlings, as we pointed out that w: had his
food and watsr down on the ledge with us, and that he wouldn't
get 1t undil we gott up therc.

I went up the ladder of ctricrs, and th.n brought Spider
up to tackle the narrow chimn.y. Aftor sorting out a hangle
of ropssg Spider led off up the Spider Walk and very quickly
reached the boldt in the foot of the chimney, which marked
the provioue highest point rcach:dl last Decomber, where we
belayaed. :

With a nasty sinking f:icling I sudd:nly réalis:d that it
was my turn. to lead; my turnm to explore the unknowm; my turn
to risk my lifc on'the sharp ond of the rope; my turn to vordt .
But try as I could, I couldn't make the othoems s.:e how much
more fitted they were for leading than I. I point:d out that
I had twoenty-s:ven naladics and discag. s ranging from disrcahs
(nearly true) to houso-maids kn:e (totally untrue), but it
appar:ntly fell on deaf cars. T:d cut the argunent shart by
suddenly taking in rope, and without much climbing I was
next to him on thoe belay point.

. I decided that I rmst make the best of i, so start:d (im
& filthy mood) up the chimney. Afber a short distance I banged
in Reg®s lovely, shiny, new, photographic Charlot Mosea Univ.orsal
up to the hilt and prepar:d to belay. Spider subtly changod
my nind by erushing ny loft foot with his piton hamm:r, and
(cont. p.1T)
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(atill more of tmporer)

requesting thet I kept climbing. So wp 1 went., Unfortunately
thers was nowh.r: to stop, until a chock-stonc at ebout 100°,
so I stopped there and defiod the world at large to move me
of f it. Ruog thon came up and tri.d unsuccessfully To foree
a direet routs out of the top of the chimnoy, cunningly
tiring hims:lf out in the process. As there was only roonm
far onc on the chock-ston:, and Rog had the bost position
for &l punch up, I decided to lead on, and after getting into
the worst possible tangle with my two rop:s, piton hammor,
drill, ‘and three chrisre all clipping through Iy pitom carriery
T neneg:d, Tarzan like, to reach a lodge. T docided it was
impossible to bivoume on that leodge and kept moving until I
r:ached a better on: that had som: grass on it. The others
gradually cane up to join me, Iam im the dark, and we selcocted
outr bivv spots. Reg and I gob: the big 1:dge, belng first thero,
and dcerded thet thore was only room for two. Tam and Tec
bivouacaed clesuowhere,

Aftor guite 2 good night wo kopt going and at oxactly
9. 30 the Ranger attonpt 4 to book us for illegal camping.
Vo discouraged him from attonpting to colleet th: fincs by
promises of three Kingts Cross Whispors which we had back at
carp. ;
After a thoughtful breeskfast Red loft for NS .W. and homo,
and woe facod the drive back: down the Buffalo Reoad, 80 Y:pigning
nyself with a prayer I tighbenced my s:at bels, girded ny loins
(agzin mokaphorically ) ook two Quells...is V...

MIKE STON 4

For this articl. Mik. Ston: has buum award.d the Rogur
Caffin Momorial (in anbicipation) Prirme in Journalism,

STOP PRHESS.  Rogor, surprisingly, roeturned from bshe South Wosth,
80 the award cannot be mado.

~4 444444844444~

Di@ you hear about the V.S. climbor who found sox a good
clinbing substitute ?
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THF NORTH JAWBON'S

On the castern side of the Gathadral Range .are three
cliffs suited to. roek climbing, the Sugarlosf, and the
North end South Jawbones. Of thoes: the North Jawbones offers
the long:st and most sustain.:d clinbs.

To get to the cliff follow the Maroconda Highway till aboutb
six miles pest Buxton:; turm right just beyond the sigm pointing
to The Cath:drael, and turn right again asbout a mile later just
before a crock. Follow the track for anout tThro. miles, takirng
the right turn at all obvious forks, until et Cookfs Mill, an
exeellint canmping arca. Half a mile further along th: track
is the Cookis Mill turntable, th: closust one can get to the
elilf by . .car. Ths folkal distunc, from Melbourne is .75 miles,

From the turntable the cliff looks steoop and impressive,
but ite anglc is actually casi.r than that of Sugarloaf. Howoever,
thc weathering of the ¢liff has bion unusually evion, giving

stained fine slab clinbs of some 450 feot.
Unwortummuwly the eliff roffers Tow do chuwc%l difficulti:s whem
compared with the Grampians and Ara apiles, but only a fow yoars
ago it was considered the hlbl?ﬁtv inVictorian 11mh1n@ The
cegy anglce makes it an oxecllont training ground for new
climbers axd the less strenuous balance cllmbwng can. be o
welcome change from Rosea cornoers and Arapiles walls, Also
its proximity to M:lbournc a2llows for dey vieits.
The eliff isg split by two gulliocs, the right hand and

arger of th-se being known as Gardyloo Gully. Theso gallieg,
and som. of thoe faece, were first climb.d back in the Bewsharian
days, but no record was kopb., The first rcecorded climb was done
by Geoff Shaw and L:s Stovenson of the V.C.C. im March 1959
when thoey put up a route neamed "Steve's Delight® on the
southern face. Bhortly dfturwwz&u follow.:d MNorthern Ramble,
Boute One and Routo Two, all on the Northoern Facoe. The lattor
two wor: incomplete in that they cnded at a point two thirds
up Gerdyloo Fuﬁly with further progress barr:d by very smooth
rock.

The breakthrough at J?WUOH”S camo in 1061 with the Travorse
of the Gods, first climbed by Boernie L}O 18 and George Glover
and originally rated Mild V.5., which provided.an < xeellunk
finish to Routc One and Route Two. AL the 1.vel those two
climhs E*ruﬁiut the bedding plenc, which fo?ﬂ“ the cliff
surfacc, has been tucked inwards providing s horizontal groove
which slowly pet.rs out as one g=tq further from Gerdyloo Gully.
Cne inches out to the prote btl“g piton using small fing:r holds,
and thon in order to got over the crux yow must commit yourself

(cont.p.19)




(Jawbones conb.)

entirely to friction of your boots. Later a dircct route
was led from the cunter of the traverss by Grueg Lovejoy which
we.s OTW’lnllly rated V,.8.,, but with presenmt ratings is only
consid wred a Hard Scevire, ‘
The central face was also climb:d in "6l with two routes,
Diveoet and Combral Buttr:ss, going through the two faults in
the oveorhang one third of the way up the facc.
So you havye the North Jawbon:s, not a particularly difficult
cliff, but woell worth the occasional w2akend o Sunday.,

HAY:S PRODUCTS (inc.)
tents, el :cping bags, packs, parkas, sox,
pullov:rs, balaclavas, snow nmabttresses.
Cagsin metalwarc, ic: axes, boots.
Samples for inspoction:-
Flophouse, 171 Park Drive, Parkville.
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"I foel no pain, dear mother, now
But, oh, I am so dry?

Ok, twk_ ne to a brew.ory

And 1.mve mc thoer: to dick W



TRIPS AND

May 6th;—8ﬁh, i
Starlings Ga
g

T
ombe, Vail

Leader: Phil Sec U
Friday 6th. TFare $2.40 to {ancellation fe
$1.20. nasy walking along dl&uudd leDuf tramways

with side trips to deserted sawmills

May 5th. Imformal climber's meeting. Poynton's Py o8
later note.

May 6%h, 6th. Sequel to Climbing Course. A weekend for
training could be climbing leaders and competents.
Venue to be decided. Private transport.

May 11th. F.V,.W.C. Annual General Meeting. 161 Flinders
Lane. 5.00p.m. It 15 11t“ﬂdb Nae) have a guesd
speaker from the V.C.C. All club members wnicameb

54‘2

'!

May 13th. Talk on 'Caves and $:v1ng' by Andy Spate.

history Theatre, Old J}t T+ 30p.1. Recommended

for aill ooﬁeitl cavers, Aspacially those planning
to go to Buchan.

May l4th.-15th. F.V.W.C. Sesrch and Rescur Practice. Yan
Yean ares. T“ivate transport. Ian Thomas lor

further detazails.
Mey 15th. Day Walk with Caving. Labertouche Caves. Standard:

eagy. Van lesves top of Batman ave. 9.00a.m.

Pare: $1.60 to $2.40. Cancellabtion fes $0.80. Vear
your oldest clothes (& boiler suit is ideal) znd bri g 2
change, 2lso a torch or carbide lamp =z2tc.

o 2 i

May 19th. Imformal climber's meeting at yunton's Pub.

See later note

Moy20th.-23rd. “nd of term walk (three day
Qobbler ares. Two trips sre planned:- (
River - ¥t. Speculation - Mt. Cobbler -~ ulnﬁ River.
%taud:?d: hard. (2) Mt. Stirling - Clear Hi11 - M.
Cobbler. Standard: medium. Vazn leaves Union Car
Iwra, 6.30p.m. Fridey 20th., Fare $4.50 to $6.80.
Cancellabtion fee ag.ov

te.
Private tra ek ord. Proper caving d;u1pﬂeq equired,
gee gh. 10 .oulﬁ i
interested Buchane
experience should

g
nt for Mountaineering. .1
ers without fvﬂv1ouu Cmv ng
attend the t2lk on May 13th.

May 27th.-29th. O“ving at- Buchan. Leader: uﬂdy Spa
i
v

June 3rd. 424 hour Walk '"Pep Talk'. Hints and instructions
for the '24', 7.30pm. History theatre, 01d Arts.
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June Ath.-5%th. .24 Hour Walk. Vaen leaves Union Car Park 1.2
noon. Entry fee (includes food, map, transport)
aprrox. $5. Tezms of two or more competitors
sStempt to cover the greatest distance along a
cet course in 24 hours. Mixed tesms get a 6 mile
start over all male teams, all=female teams get
12 miles {sometimes a 1little further). The oppur—
tunity for YOU to prove that you are the fittest
fastest, best navigating mountainser in the glub.
Or an unforgttable weekend with plenty of fun and
frolic in the light of = full moon, and a break
from Mt Feathertop.

o i i e 01

Most weeksnds: until further notice:- Work parties at It.
Feathertop. Bokkings for these close on the
Wednesday preceding the weekend, when there is an
imformal meeting at Aikman's Road at 7.30 pm.
to arrange food and transport.

limbing Trips: Small climbing trips by private transport
take place most weekends. Interested person
should see members of the Climbing Sub-Comm
for details.

i

Ttee

e

Trips Bookings

At Aikmans Rosd any lunch-time or phone
Dave Hog.. 87-1630

Cancellation Fees

Must be paid by anyone withdrawing from
van. trips without reasonable excuse less than a week
prior to its commencment.

CLIMBER'S MLJTING AT  POYNTON'S

On. the first and third Thursday of each month the
climbers have the use of an upstairs room in Peter Poyntons
Hotel, corner of Grattan and Cardigan Streets. The room is
used for an imformal meeting from 7.30 pm. onwards. Just
ask at the bar for Peter Poynton and he will cordially
direct you to the room.

Come along if you are infterested in:-

climbing

neeting climbers
drinking with climbers
drinking.

A particular welcome to those who were on the Climbing
Course and wish to continue climbing. An excellent way to
keen in the know.

Remember the 5th. and 19th. of May.
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as used by' Sir Edmund Hillary
on his Mt. Everest Expeditions.

Now made in Australia by

.5..

40044

KIMPTONS FEATHER MILLS Pty. Ltd.
5 Budd Street, Collingwood, Vic.

for Mountain Equipment Ltd.

(New Zealand).

ALL ENQUIRIES AT KIMPTONS — Phone: 41 3964




