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0fficial Journal of the Melbourne University Mountaineering
Club.

Registered at the G.P.0. Melbourne for transmission through
the post as a periodical. '

A1l correspondence addressed to Beaurepaire Centre,
University of Melbourne, Parkville, N.Z2.

Editorial WHAT'S IN A NAME

One oft hears such statements asg, "I regard mountaineer-
ing as coneisting of both bushwalking and rock climbing."™
or, "“give climbing a rest for a weekend and try some real
mountaineering." Most people in the club (given the title
'mountaineering' for want of a better mame) call themselves
climbers, bushwalksrm, cavers, or & bit of each, but some
- prefer the grander $itle of mountaineer.

To a large extent our club has based itself on British
mountaineering and the tradition of the university mountair-
eering clubs thers, In Britain they have Fell and Moor
walking, our equivalent being bushwalking and rock climbing.
These they regard as training for their mountaineering in
the BEuropean Alps or elsewhere, not as mountaineering in
themselves, They regard mountaineering as using their
skills, learned and practised on the moors and faces at
home:; to conguer a peak.

Is a walking trip across the Bogong High Plains mountainm—
eering? The V.M.T.C. have a differend name for it. Does
one become a mountaineer by spending a weekend at Wilson's
Promontary followed by a Sunday doing some pinnacles at
Hanging Rock, thus combining bushwalking and rock climbing?
Who ism more of a mountaineer, the tourist and his wife and
family who walks along the track +to the top of Mount Rosea,
or the climber who descends the track after a: Severe climb
Without walking along to the summit? Where does bushwalk-
ing @ecome mountalneering, and mountaincering climbing?

While the ter@ @ogntaineering is used loosgely to describe:
the outdoor aectivities undertaken by the club, it is guite
adequate. When it is used as "I am a mountaineer rather
than a bushwalker or climber," it regpires further definition.

oomooloo 00mo00loo 00m00l00 00mO0lo0

H?resy, I say, heresy, burn all heretics, the work of the
devil. I say excommunicate him, pure and utter heregy.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Yes, it's time for subs. again. f you have a line:
across the front page then yow have not paid your subs.
and will have to fork up or forego your membership in
this magnificent club. What is more, you will not
receive another copy of this cultural and intellectually
provocative magazine. I know that would meke up your
mind, Now just £ill in the ®%rm at the Back and sond
it In with the appropriate remittance, or eall
personally et Adkman's Rd. any Innch~time and yow will
be: entitled to - eix moare copies of "The Mountaineem,"
use ‘of the club's equipment hire serwice, a vote ath next
year's ALG. M., and all the other priviledges unique to
M.U.M.C, Members.,

B Bk R R

TRIPS AND MEETINGS PROGRAMME

June 10th -~ 13th., Queen's Birthday weekend. The
Grampions - Fixed camp with day walks and/or climbing,
or a three-day walk (standard medium), probably in the:
Victoria Valley, Iransport - private or van. Van
leaves Union Car Park £.30 p.m. Fare $5,20 to-$7.70
Calcellation fees: $2.: .,

dune 16+th, Thursday Informal climbergt meeting -
Poynton's (see later).

June: 10th -~ 13th. Mt. Arsiiles, Climbing trip to cele-
brate the publication of the Mt. Arapiles Guidebook.

June: L7th Friday, Meeting, 01d Artg Building, 7.30 p.m.
Mr, Norm, Linton-Smith, the equipment officer Tor
AN ARE,, will give a talk illustrated by slides of
his recent trip to Canada ond Greenland, A variety of
Specialliged eguipment, developed for extremely cold
conditions, such as8 in Antarctico.will also be displayed.

fuly 1et. Fridey - Film night or slide night.  Wateh olul
notice: board for details.

duly 3rd Sundoy - Doy woll, Sugarloaf - Mason's Falls —
Kingloke West. (stondard medium) Leader: Rex Harris,
Von leaves top of Reatman Ave., 9,00 a.n, Fare $1.20 to
$1.80. Cancellation Feww $0.80. -

(Bee later note

July T7th, Thursda¥, Informal Climbers® meeting + Poynton's

July &th - 10th - Caving trip to Norrocorte. Leoder:

i - o - i .
Andrew Spate (34 3986) Private transport. Proper
coving cquipment is essential,
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July 15%h — 17th. Mt. Brica - Mt. Bow $w Bow.,  Snow

" 4rip with instructor in. snow-comping. (standard
medium) Tender: Tom Kneen (81 1346). Van leaves
Union. Car Pork, 6.30 p.m, Tore $4.00 to $6.00,
@ancellotiar fee $2.00. Recommended particularly to
anyone: thinking of going on later snow trips who has
not had cxperience in snow-camping.

July: 21lst. Thursday. Informal climbers® meeting - Poynton's
(see later note).

duly 22nd. Priday. Club Dinner Dance: at "The Cuckoo",
Olinda. Commences 7.00 p.im. $3.00 poer head.
BY 046, Bookings moy be made with Dave Hogg or
Andrew Spoate and money muet accompany bookings.
BOCKINGS CLOSE FRIDAY, 24TH JUNE.

July 29th - 3lst.  Snow trip - Mbt, Timbertop - Mt. Buller
(standard Medium-hard) Teader: Mike Feller (2% 2232)
Van leaves Union Car Park 6,30 p.m. Fare $4.10 to
$6.20. Cancellation: fee $2.00.

Agust 4th., Thursday. Informal climbers' meeting -Poynton's
(zsee later note).

August 5th. Fridaoy. Slide competition. Grand showing:
of winning slides and presentation of prizes. T« 2 i HL,
Qld Arts Building. See detaile of the compedition in
accompanying supplement.

Mgust: 124h-15th. Alpine Climbing Course. Mt. Peathertop.
Leader: dohn Retchford. Imstruction will be given in
snow and lce climbing technigues. Vam leaves Union: Car
RPark 6.30 p.m. Fare $6.00 to $9.00. Cancellation
fee $2.00,

August 18th. Thurs
Poytton's (sece la

TRIP BOOKINGS. A "Aikmons Road" any lunch-time, ot
Club. mecetings, er phonc Dave Hogg (87 1630+.

CANCELLATTON: TFrmS. Must be paid by anyone withdrawing
froy & van trip without rcasonable excuse less than one
week prior to ite commencement.

HESTRICTIRD SNOW TRIP, Nick White is planning o trip to
Fine Valley and/or Frenchman's Cap (Ins.) from 25th Nugust
To 4th September. This is not  an open club- trip and
brevious snow cxpericnce ig csscntinl. Contact Nick if:
intercsted - phone (business) 38 6997,
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TNFPORMAT, CLIMBHRS 'S MEEDINGS -~ héld on the first and third
lhurgday of cach month from 7.3@ p.m. onwards ath Peter
Poynton's Hotel, cnr. Gration and Cordigom Strects.

duagts ask: at the bar for the Climbers? meceting and fow will
be direeted to our exclusive room. An enjoyable soclal
evening and o chance to kcep up with whats is happerning
in Vietorian climhing,

LETIERS 10 THE EDITOR

Deaor St

It has been a long held philosophy in. the club
thot walkers on@ climbers if particular arc a sharp cut
above the bourists, who tond o mingle wilhus during our
visite to such Besuly spots as the Grampians and Mt,
Arapiles. Yet, to my mind, the similoritice betweon
the two are rather more: strikingly obvious than. their
dififerences. Both drive: cbout in ecars, rarcly travelling
any distanee: without them, both carry cameras and sun-
glogsges, wear outlandish clothes, tglk fast and hard,
seatter popers to the four winds; and build mountains of

Qang., I foel wather strongly that this situation should
be remedicd drastically if we are to retain our old
philosophics. If not, in = few years time, the accumu-

Lated scum (members and rubbish) will deter the best of
brave new members.

signed  PIUS.

BearE B,
I should like to publicly thank all thosc

beople concerned with +the M.U.M.C. display on Opcn Day
for their help and suppaort. ' -

£

Thank yc#

(8igned) Rowan Wohb,

Dear John,

) Reeently I deliberatoly toek the elanco of being:
called a 'onece a yeoar climbompt by eancelling o booking to
he. Arapiles climbing course, There are p;obably others
who have done the same thing and I ftel T can: speak for
peak

+The ; fring that we. A5d wad 3
them Yy sgvying thot we did not.do this beeause we don't

i 4 - .
%1ko Ellmolng. On the contrary, there arc fow things T
want to do more thon become o elimber of rcasonablc
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stondard. - This is born out by the fzet that I have _
purchoscd somc slings and‘crabs‘and,gm @n ﬁhe process of
Twying a pair of P.A.'s. Surcly this indicates a keen
interest in climbing;

We did not just cancel Aropiles, but ins?gad .
booked for a Feathertop work party. The main: ragson. Ior
doing this is that work on the *ut has reached a critical
stage (keeping the time of the year in mind) and am all

e e .
outs effort is nceded to complete It as soon as possible.
If this is not done o lat of work will e wasted. Thiwe

would not only bo a financhal loss but: would be a grave
injustice to those, cspacially Peber Eneon, who have
given all they eon. to bring the hut project to o success-
full conclusion,

Obviously not everybody going to Arapiles could,
or oven should, come to Peathertop, and thiss letter is not
intended as a criticism of anyonec. Its purposc is mainly
to point out that I persorplly, and some others, feel that
our responsibility lies in the first pliace with the: hut
ond only sccondly with other aspecects of the club.

Haote, that after this Angac weeckend T will not
go. on. any trips, hut or others, till the beginning of
gscecond term beecausce first responsibility will lie in my
gtudics,

Yours sincorely,

(Signu&) Bill Ostemoeyer.

It reply to the letter by 'bushwalker! im the
last Mountainccr., -

The clinmbing ccurse and club climbing trips are
net = serviece to the club. The Climbing Leaders are nob
paid guides, but: club members with an aective passion for
rock climbing. Their intercest in the sport is sufficicnt=
1y great that they give up weckonds to instruct: others so
that, they too may become climbers. The so0 called “once
o year clinpers" have no intention of Becoming climbers
and become a hinderance on a course supposcedly run for
beginners., The majority on this yeors course werc abso-
lute beginners with o genuine desirc to continue climbing.
By the end of the long weckend most: of them were leading
Vi.Diff, or bettoer. If thce course had been crowded with
people: on their third or fourth climbing coursc cxpocting
to be guided up climbe that appcaled to them the beginners
would not have reecived the personal attention that ha

allowed them to finish the course with recasonable
- compobency.

ED.
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MOTOR TNJSURANCE . Y
(An. amticle of intorest to all drivers of their #¥m cars)

Due to the number of private cars uscd by cluly members on
club: trips, both to Becthertop and cl@iowhere, which carry
passengers, L howe becn asked to write & ghort note on:

insuranes avoilable for cors.

The: intention of this artiele is to give car driverss an
iden of how they will be indemnified and to what extent in
ensc they arc sued a8 o result of injuries To persons or
damage: $o chattels arising out of an accident in which a
vchicle under their control is involved. :

Insurance companics are of two types:
(1) Toriff companies.

(2) Non-tariff compaondicss which includes all government:
insurance offices, R.A.C.V. insurance and some others.

P

The: toriff is simply on assciiption of insurance
companiecs. 411 toriff companite chorge the same premiums
and give the some cover so it doesa't reoally matter which
ane: you deal with as no tariff cofpany will give you a
bettor deal than another tariff company.

Non-tariff companies charge: whatever promium: they like
which is not ncecessarily more than: that charged by members
of the tariff group.

“?y. -,
The insurance available on -#ars is of two types:

(lg Third Party only.
(2) Comprechensive.

(1) _Third Party Only: Thisg insurance cover is com-
pulsory Tor every vehlcle registered in the State of
Victoria and the prenivm is mormally paid cach year whem
the registration. charges arc paid.

It cowers liabilibty in respect of any third party and so
excludes aeeddental damage to your own car énd any personal

injurics to yourself,

The charge for this cover is $15 with am cxcess of $20.
For drivers under 25 ycars of age there is an eoxtia excess
of $50 making a total of $701!! The $20 exceosgss is not
conpulsory and can be removed on the payment of an cxtra
premium of $2.25. The 850 execess is compulsory and connot
be rcmoved, ' !

T_Note "Excess" and "FranchiseM are not intorchangsable terms.
With: an exccss: of c.g. $20 you poy the first $20 of any clainm
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and thoy pay the rest.  With a franchise of c.g, $20
vow pay the full cmount of any claim up to $20 and they

ay the full amount of any clain cxcceding $20. Lxcess
is comgion in Australinn motor insuranco. - fronchise is noth

Meanwhile Bback to third party: This covers you to the
extont of $200,000. It can be made an unlimited cover on
the paynent of an exbra premium. T do not recommend thals
this cxtra prenium be paid as I consider it a waste of
money.

(2) Comprchensive Policy: As well as normal third
party cover it lnecludes danage to your wwn ear.

This type of policy carrics the samc excess as a third
party policy. This ecan be recmoved on payment of an extra
$10.70. As in thiwrd party the compulsory $50 cxeess for
drivers under twenty-fivwe cannct be: remowed.

Bome: exanples of premiums on comprehensive policies are:
Where sun insurced is $400 or less - premium is $57.40.
il 11

" 1} t @;ls Qo0 0 1] un 53;75 . 20

n 1t i {}] ﬂsg LOCO ™ 1% n n 1588 . 80

These: arce if bearing o $20- cxecss. As stated above: this
can be removed on the payment of an extra $10.70.

_ Hote (1) Volkswagens and sporbs cars can normally only
te: insured at state insurance offices or with the R.A.CLV.

(2) If o vehicle is the subject of o Hire-Purchase

agresment the: comprchensive rates are very much higherw,
G. gy, 1T the sum insured is $400 or less the promiun is
$87.40. This nmcans that youfjove to write off your car
at least once cvery 4% years to get your noney back,

&

S

_63) Feither third party nor comprehensive insuwance
w1ll cover you in the ovent. of damage or injury as sct
caut hercunder: l

| Gg) You arc not covered in. the event of death of, or
bod;lyt}ngury to, ony relativer or friend of the insurcd
ordinarily residing with the insurcd.

: it o : .

‘ (1) You are not coversd in the gvent of damage to
property belonging to any rclative or friend of the
insured ordinarily residing with thc accuscd,

(e) The policy will nott cover loss, damage, liability
and/or compensation for injury caused by carthguake, f
subtberrancan fire, riot or civil commobion or for any
@amago caused as a consequence of war, invasion, act of
foreign cneny, ete., ete., ad Thafinitunm.
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(&) You arc not covered while the vehical is being
used for the conveyance of passengers for hire fare or
reward, This shoumld be specially noted.

(4) As you may gother from the above, insurance is a
swindle.

(5) Insursnce imdemnifies, i.c. it will put yom back
in the samne position that you were in beforo:thg accident.
This means you can't make money legally out of insurance.

(6) dJust because the accident is your fault dcesnft
mean that y wean't recover. This is one of the main
et A s e iy A
reasons for maving insurance - to protect yourself (at a
very high cost) from your own nistakes.

48 stated earlier (note 3(2) and 3 (b) you are not:
covered in. the extent of injury to, or danage to the property
of, persons normally rosident with the insurcd. You can
get insurance cover in this arca by mecans of a public
liability policy. A discussion of this type of insurance

is beyond the scope of the prescnt; article.

I do not accept any responsibility for the statements
made in the foregoing article. However, to the best of
ny knowledge all information: given is true and corract,
The rates quoted are for tariff companics., The opinions
expressed are those of the author and do not hecessarily
reficet club policy.

Brendan Holland.
L

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE EDITOR

At present The Mountaincer 1s trying to serve two
burposes: a cluly magazine and a club newslettoer. It is
Telt that it 1a lacking in the latter. Means to overconme
this failure are being looked into. One suggestion is that
The Mountaincer be reduced to four copies a year and a
nonthly newsletter he introduced, It takes four woeeks
from copy deadline to have a Mountaincer in the post,
Consequently much of the nows and trips programme is dated
before a member reads it. With a newsletter this could
be reduced to one week. Ef this was done it is hoped
that the standard of The: Mountaineer could be inproved,
cover photos, etc.

~ We are asking you, as nembers, to let us know your feel-
+ngs on this and any suggestions ars welcone., With the
present system you can help Specd things up by eo-operat-
1ng 1n writing out wrappers, stapling, ete.at Aikmants
Read when a Mountaincer is being prepared for the post.
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The followl books have rec
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Mount Evercst 1938

Two Mountains and a River
The-Ascent of Nanda Devil
Agaln Switgerland

Clinbs in the Canadiasn Rocki
Over Tyrolese Hills

¥anet Conguersd

Everast 1933

Annapurns -

Tirich Mir

Youtwve Got It Coming
That: Hideous Strength
Told In The Dark ‘
The City And The Stars
Great Mother Forest

as

Gerry Jacobson h
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T
e

rceeently
club nembers

ently gone into the club

o

i

Wi Tilnman
1" L1
1

ony the:
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u 1
Hugh Ruttledge
Mourice Herwog
Norwegian Hinmalayan

Expedition. -

Jdanes Hadley Chase
3, Lewis
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t
t
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Arthur ©. Clarke
Attilio Gatti

purchased a boolk which may
't goes by the title

xploration Medicine,® edited By 0. G. Edholm and A. L.

Bacharach, and may be obtained from the publishers,

dohn Wright & Sons
44 Triangle West,
Queen's Rd.,
Bristol, 8,
Great Britain.

The price is 47/6 sterling p
The b
going on expeditions. Anyone

bock is welcome at Plat 8, 521
50 8511 ext. 362 by day to sre

WK K

DANCING - The vertical comp
degire,

Ttd.,

lus 5/- postage.

ook is imtended as o practical guide for thosc

wighing to inspect the
Royal Pde., or could ring
ange.

¥ ¥* ¥

oncnt: of a horigontal
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CIU® STORES

At Orange Gate next to Ailkman's Road.

Doy Hours: Stores Officer
Monday 1.00 = 1.50 pm, Phil. Secéonbe
Tuesday 1.00 - 1.50 pm: John Canpbell
Wednesday 1.00 - 1.50 pn  Richard Schmidt
Thursday- 1,00 ~ L.50 pm Peter Barnes

Thursday Night 5.1% - 6.15 pn Andrew Spate
Priday 1.00 - 1.50: pm Roger Gaffin.

At Iunchtine, the store SHUTS AT 1.50 P.M. SHARP.

Bauipnent (Packs, tents, sleeping bags, carbido-lamps)
may be hired at nmoderate prices with $1 (one) deposith

Depogits will be refunded ONLY during Store Hours.

A range of DEHY food, chocolate, glucose, egg powder,
CARBIDE (available at Flophousc), raimins and sultanas
are: available at reduced prices.

XXX RKAXX

CLIMBS TOR TEE CONNISEUER.

By J.C,

A new addition for The Mountaincewr. The climbs
gelected for this column are not choses for their diffi—
culty, rather for excellence: of line, character or
technique.

MICKEY TFINN (Mt. Arapiles) This short cxhilerating

on the Eastern Wall of Castle Crag is a
superly example of exposurc on a very short climb. The
final chin-up over the chockstone at the top can be
guaranteed to set the adrenalin pumping through the wysten.

Tea of the month: “Iwinings Darjceling®

GREG'S DIRECT (North Jawbones) Thig is 2 high grade
clinb; in which strength plays practically

ng part. It is an ecasy angled smooth slab with delicate

hilds and now well protected with a bolt. One of the
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big steps forward in Victorian climbing, 1t is now
desexrvedly beconing a popular classis,

Runour has it that a good, reasonably cheap
Port is the 1962 Yalunba.
THE  CATWALK (The Temple) A rust for any climber at
the Temple is the Catwalk finishing up "The TFlying
Dutchman, An execellent route ppsteep but easy rock
which finishes with sone delightful bridging in exposed
positions up the wide chimney. The main featurce of the
climb is, of course, the stomach crawl constituting the
gecond pitch.

The Dindemans 1958 Claret is hard to beat

REMEMERANSES OF THE OLIMBING WETKEND

Wild were: the parties,

Late were the nights,

Hell were the mornings

That were always too bright.

Strange were the drinks
Of rhubarl and parsnip,
That left one remembering
The hell in one sip.

Bhd were the headaches
That struck onec next morn,
¢ B0 SHIMASHod thes el
Of "Why was I porn?"
Denated by one who dared
Dedicated to thosce who attenpted.

W R K KR KK

o Tigriss of the cliffs, Jenny Mc Mahom become Jienny
G@IQ om 17th. of May. She and her husband Nelson are now
living in New Zealand,

agsterick asgsterickes agterick:

Mike Stone has reeently left cur fair shores for
England where he will try his hand on British rock, He:

nay also attenpt the Iidverpool Beat and the Go-Go,
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SECTTION!

The third and finnl act of

A MATIDEN'S DISTRESS - ox

BIG, IHOLD, BULACK

BEARDED

our. exciting melodrama:

~ WHAT EVER HAPPENLD %O THE

BULGARIAN BEAST OF A BARON?

Agm

J.LX

Pirst: Volce: ;
- Look theretd  OQur
And he:Ys climbing

hero on the Missing Dink,
8010, L Think,

Qecond Voico:
Not gquite, behind hin trails a line,
Bat it d1a8 a line very fine.

First Voices ,
Therc is no beloyer on his fine line,
ANG the linc so fine twines through the pincs.

Second Vaice:
Yes, and Pcter Piper picked a peck of pickled

(curtain up) PEPPETS.

Atop Bluff Major. The BiB.BiB.B.B:; of a B is
naking advances on the Fair Fiona as our hero,
Rodger the Dodger, comes

Scone:
over the side.
Rodger the Dodger:
How now there Beast, you Big, Bold Baron,
To reseuc Fiona from you is my nission.
HJo unhand Fiocna, you dastly cad, :
For Rodger is herey and he's quite 2 lad.
The BiB.B.B.B.B.. of a B
Rodger the Dodger, go back down,
On your activities, the Sub Committee will
And as for Fiona, heawe her to me son,
start on.

frown,

Youw'd know not what end to

Rodger The Dodger:
Your obsccene threats do not Trighten me.
I have soloed up here courageously,
And I know that I can depend on,
Your trembling when I tell of 1y secrelt weapon.

Dwo thousand feet of lead from nmy arm
Trails right back to the Sultholz farn,
And in my hand, I do declare SiX,

A nos®: powerful electric razor.
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The story iis told of the long haired Sampson,
Without his hair bocame Simpson in the: hansom,
And you are.sinilar, I have heard,

Your virility is contained in your beard.

(Rodger the Dodger moves in and after o short tussle begins
shaving the: Big, Bold, Black Bearded, Bulgarian Beast of a
Baron) ' :

The: B.B.BVB.B.B: ofl a K
Oh: please cease, 1L do beseech thee,
I will let yow and Fiona go free.
It is too late, what great: despair,
Floating off in the breezc is my facial hair.

Rodger the. Dodger:
Gcme Fiona, wee'll abseil to ground,
To ponder his renisses, we!ll leave this hound.
Virtue and honour show profit: still,
Once: more good has victory over evil,

( Curtain)

Rodger and Piona come out front. Rodger stands proud
and true under the adniring gaze of the: Fair Fiona.

Rodger the Dodger:
My Pair Fiona, I hawe rescued theey,
From the Sub-Cormittec's irmorality.
Wetll pitch our tent in quiet seclusion,
Par from disturbance and drunken intrusiomn,

Pair Fionao:
Wetll set the exanmple for serious climbing,
For those who of the top are aspiring.
For we. have the wvirtues,that a climber's should be:
Sobriety, honour and celelmcy. '

FINIS,
BEditor¥s Note. Runmour hath it that this melodrama is
based .on real people. This is entirely

untrue, No such plot or psrsons could
possibly exist.

KEKEXKEXKKXR

Pleage note - Subseriptions are now due.




N, W, IMACE OF FLDERAT TON'

+F an ungodly hour, the morning of Dece@ber ?6th9 gix
figures staggered under the weight: of thelr prlxgte-
Inggage on: to g plane Wound for Hobart. Reg. Nl}llams,
dim Newlands, Chris Baxter, Chris Dewhurst, dJochn Moore and
Mike Stone were on: their way to attempt the Blade Ridge
and the N. W, faece of Federation: Peak, At the Hobart
airpoxrt: we were nmet by twe members of the Tasmanian Film
Unit, who werc hoping to film the attenpt, and they drove
us to the end of the Arve Rd. at the start of the track to
Blake's Opening.,

We: wandered down the rapidly deteriorating Jjeep track to
Blake's where we canped the night. The next: day was off
course hot, and we slowly madd our way to Pass Creck, ﬁ;om"
whence: we moved the following day, in foul weather, arrivs
ing at Goohl Mecor in. driving rain and high winds. The: day-
after wag besutiful, and the only unusual thing was the
gight of a helicopter landing at Thwait's Plateau to un-
load two comermen plus gear.

& base camp was cstablished at Beshevaise Plateau, where
we: 8at 1n our tents for the next four days waiting for the
rain to cleam. On the fifth day the helicopter flew in
and picked up the camerman on Lower Beshervaise leaving
the one on Thaite's Plateau.

Qn the: sixth day the weather was clear at 4 a.m. g0 we
breakfasted and started clinbing what we thought was the
Blade Ridge at approximately 7 a.nm. After three pitches
of verticall scrub it hegan to rain, At this point: John
made: the classic suggestion that. we bivouac and wait for
the weather to clear. However we: ¢limbed on and after
another four pitches discovered that we were on the
7indarme immediately to the left of the biade. The gully
was crossed in two long traversing pitches and Chris Baxter
led the only rock pitch of the day, a particularly good lead,

% few pitches further om, when the weather had really
closed in, the attempt was abandoned sand the party abseiled
down: into the large gully to the right of the Blade., Wen
walked up this to the top and then around the Southern
Traverse to Behevaisce Platcauw. The continual climbing:
Through Scapari and other uupleasant scenery, led the group
to unaninously decide agoinst tho attempt on the: Blade and
to coneentrate on the N. W. Face. '

The seventik day was poor and the other camerman started to
walk out. IThis was a great pity asthe next day was perfect
and he could have got all the shots he needed.

On our last possible day we climbed the N. W, Face by
traversing in from the couloir on the: left to the top of the
Blade-. This superb climb was done by the whole party,
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climbing as three ropes of two, each rope working alternate
leads - a btribute tor the strength of the party.

Mhe. ¢limb can Be thoroughly recommended as an excellen®
elimb: in a position unlikely to be cqualled anywhere In
Victoria.

The rock ig generally scund and gives good frictiomn,
howewer, thé najority of the clinbing is on steep walls
using small, and sonctimes awkwardly placed mechanical
holéds. he climlby From the top of the Blade, is about
800t and was graded by the party as Hard Severe, although
it was also the opinion that no pitch on it represented
more than a good Bevera.

The next day we started ourwalk out, heading for the
mouth: Pictons. We: made it to the cnd of the Arve R4. im
two and a half days whore two nembers of the group hiteched
in and sent out a taxi for the others to finish off an
excellent and successful trip, during which more dirty
gongs waere sung, and more dirty Jokes told than by any
other party in South West. If any party wishes to
ehallenge this would they kindly let me have a full list off
the songs sung and Jjokes told on their trip.

MIKE STCRNE,
Ho K KK
BASTER  IN THE GRAMPTANS

ox

What arc- the: Koalas doing when they make that noisa?

Laster was spent by some keen, not go keen, and plain
lethargie persons in the general vicinity of Hall's Gap.
Not in Hall's Gap, mark you, only in the vicinity - The
squalor of 100 squarer feet per family (tent, earavan, ear
kids, and all) is a little Boo much! The Rosea camp site
was occupled to almost maexinun capacity, and fron it ven-
tured wisits o Rosea, Redmant's Bluff, Bundaleer, and a
guided tour of the Northern Granpians (F) Sone big routes
fell (and not only routes), and a deal of recogniged clinbs
were: pounded. Iwo notable firsts were Debutante (Rosea),
and Narcotic (Bundalcer), the lattor being even nore notable
for the notable beginner who led the first piteh. This
sanc beginnecr displayved notable Koala like propansgities and
glaimad the first route up the large overhanging tree ats
the: canpsite., Prussiker who did it the: “hard" way has
c@aimad a 110" abseil fronm the only V8 tree belay in
Vlgﬁqria. Rather intercsting photograph taken from this
ge kw&shows jus®, how horrible someonc's breakfast: really
ooked.,
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For the arez the weather behawed renarkabily ng} - only
the Friday being at all danp. S0, a general visit was
nade. to the new arcas of Rednan's Bluff and Barbican. Rocks.
A great convay of VW the monotony being broken;only*by a
Prenchmsan ... -

Saturday saw a visit to Redmen's Bluff on which two
routes were clinmbesd, and onc descended rapidly! The arca :
hag very good pobtential, but suffers from a long walk in, and
the prickles toke: a nonth to extract.

Saturday night was performed at the local hostelry.
Plenbty of liguid, but difficulty was experienced with two
eonmandos who '

-1, can stand on. a natchhead in their nails.

2. will produce. climberss equal to or better than cur best,

3. can go anywheres in rubbers that we can go in rubbens -
and further.

4, wear rubber soled boots to the foot of the climb and
then CHANGE IRTO NAILS....?»

Biggest problen was tha’ they were boozed and ten tines
bigger than us!

sundey saw a return visit from one @iy vhilst others
~tackled Rosea ..... Three guye found thinselwes on the top
of the Tourist Buttress waiting for the moon to come up.
Weren't: cold, they said, had a tremendous fire (soneone
thought it was probably Aurora) ut did a moan about the -
"rescue™ party. Cane up to the parking lot, shouted, got
replies that light was reguired, and then the rotien
ceoeess.8 Went back to the ecanp. However, it's a great
buttress ..... ;

Monday came upon the scene with an onslaught om Rosea
with Debutante alling to the intrepid partncrship of Guild
and Stone. Result was sone exeellent tete photographs

aken. by that aforementioned intrepid beginner.

Honcay was alsc the day that a certain person took off
wigh assorted wemen for a pleasant Monday afternoon drive.
Trying to find Mt. Difficult, he clained. '

Tucsday found the venue shifted to Bundaleer and +that
overhanging horror, Narcotie, went free. 4 fine clinb for
a2 beginner - Roland Pantich. Ian Guild completed the
elinby and assistance. was given by Mike Stone, John Moore:
and warious other bodies.

A fine Taster and most rewarding climbing. ' Among the
pmesent were Chris Davis, Bruce Hocking (we keep our health
in nind), Ian Guild, Garry Kerkin, John McIgan, Tan Speedie,
Mike Stone, appecarance: by Roger Caffin and Phil vec.?, sundry
wonen, koalas, kangaroos, V.C.@, and peste - like bourists.
Contact was also made with the Rosanora Climbing Club
(Italian) some menmbers of whiech were on Roseca,

GARRY KERKIN.




-1 =
IX EASTER OLIMBING

Yot so very long ago if a
elimbing party did not retuzrm
to by shortly after dark there
would he concern and preparation
for a possible rescue. It
would be: the tople of conversa-
tion. for weeks. Now days
gambolling around in: the dark
on cliff tops and torch lights
flaghing all owver cliffs have
become an integral panmt of
M.U.M.C. Climbing trips. Whemn
only an occasional rope was
caught by the dark it could e
regarded as interesting and
adding to experience. With the
pregent rate. of occurence (six
M.U.M.G. ropes in a month) it
magt: be regarded as dangsrous
and a bloody nuisance, It s
time to look at why these
incidents are ##¥uiring and how
their number may be redueed.

Weighing up the climbi There is a tendency for climbers to

overate their abilities and under-
rate a clinb's difficulties when planning a clinmbu One-up-
nanship undergrading does not improve natters. Before Dew
ginning a clinlh a party should weigh up the length, the
nunber of difficult pitches and their climbing ability with
the time available. They must also descent, which can
beeone quite: difficubt in the dark.

Route finding. Poor route finding has been the cause of a
minber of henightments. When possible, a

climb: should be thoroughtly surveyed from the ground and the
route and belay noted. The lengths given in a guide should
not be: absurdly adhered to. Yhen the guide says “traverse
left at 60" and at 45' there is a definite traverse line,
with the rock above smooth and stesp, it is obvious that the
length given in the guide is incorrecth.

fope handling. The eause of most slow parties. Slack

] should be: taken up in a hand over hand
faghion, and only with the "That's me" call should the rope
bo: placed in the belay position. Where possible the rope
should be neatly coiled beside the belayer and not draped
all over the cliff to snag and jam.

Undercertain coenditions, for the sake of faster climbing,
rules may be broken. When the leader indicated that he is
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in a safe position and is preparing a belay, then if the:
second is also in a safe position:ihe should begin untying
higs belay and be ready to move on when the leader has
taken in the slack. - The rule of at least one man tied on
at 211 times should bBe adhered to if cither of the belays
requires dengling from a piton, or the like.

Protection. In late '"65 (the h#ight of the bolt cra) we saw
the absurd situation where piton, and even jam
mat, cracks were ignored and bolte put in. Although thoe:
bolt is undoubtedly the safest belay, it is also the most
tine and strength consuming to placs. This is all right

o 100! tiger clinbs but. could be costly on & big cliff.

Sige of partics. MTwo on a rope form the fastest party.
Parties of more than two should only
climb: as such if there is sufficient rope to f#wm a con-
timuous line, i.c. three on two ropes, four on three. Tropes,
atie,, or if the pitches are short the middleman nay tie on
to the ecentre of the rope. The nethod of leaving a
nunber of seconds tied om to a ledge and throwing the rope
down to them one at: a time is dangerous and time: consuming.

Phaycological effects. Many climbers suffer from requiring
time for a phsycclogical build up,

ranging fronm a few seconds to many mimites, before atbtempt-
ing a difficult move. when leading. He should try to over-
conie this, or at least reduce the time required, so that his
only stope on a pitceh are to rest after a strenuvus actiom
or to work out a difficult: sequence of moves to follow.

The second, except when traversing, should have confidence
from the rope and has no excuse for dallying on a pitch.

To sum up, ifl yours is not a fast party, you cannot
gtart late. ; '

WK KA KK

FURTHER TEITHR 70 THR 'EDITOR

Dear B4,

7 B In recent nonths the elimbing group of the M.U.M.GC.
has justly becone the laughing stock of Victorian glitiang,
Club trips are regularly foaturing potentially serious falls,
and paxties being Benighted on the eliff,

The kindest excuse is lack of aXperience,. Other
harshe{ and usually trucr reasons are shortsightcdness and
lack of judgement, aided by the old delusion of immortality.
Anlgver competitive approach, usually causecd by a low ego
rating, is yet ancther reason. Whatever the cause, thesc
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situarions are most undesirable and should Be eliminated,
Thebagic safety of climbing, so often cited, presupposes a
balanced approach and a knowladge of personal limitations
in both ablility and cXperience. The climber without these
gqualities is indulging in a lethal pastime.

When climbers are inexperienced it is partly the
duty of the trip leader Ho ensurc they do not: elimb dm
potentially dangerous circumstances. As they gainm
experience, the onus falls on their own shoulders, and, if
they do not heed the danger signs, solo climbing ig all
they should attempt. They have no right to subject others
to unnccessary dange

Ridienle is the nost effective weapon.in straight-

ening out these climbers and it should be used liverally, |
as they econsbitute a real danger to others and the sport im
genexral, ‘

C

(Signed) IAN SPREDIEZ
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