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Fditorial

With a rush of snow trips the Second Term: vacation. is
over, Packs are being emptied and put om top of wardrobes
or under beds, well dried tents are packed away, the o0il
freshly rubbed into the boots should keep them soft for the
pumner, and sleeping bags have received their last airing
for sewveral months, Brightly dyed climbing ropes are
hanging on walls or im cupboards, and the: pitons there with
them will not be heard to jingle for many weckends hence.
Tt is third term, a time when mountaincers must sit in the
Bailleaw, gazing idly out of the windows and wishing they
were in the mountains.,

Tt is a time for the club to look at its recemt past.
Winetecen sixty-six began tradgically for M.ULM.C., bub it
developed into a year of great activity. A huds has been
built, climbing has been put back on its feat as never
before, successful alpine climbing trips have been held,
caving has reviwved with new gusto, and M.U.M.C. Has another
first with their convivial Poyntons nights.

, Pire passes guickly and sooir it will be the post exam
weekend, the adjournment will be over, Foverish activity
will follow, The more sensible will restrict their outdoor a
activities to beaches and beer gardens, Mad dogs, cnglish-
men, and some mountainecrs are not put off by the heat, and
many will be seen clinging to a sunbaked cliff, or sweating
their way up Mt. Peathertop. Some: will feel the winter
was too short and will go south: to Tasmania and eternal
winter. Some eminent: personalities are heading even.
further south for twelwe months or so, and for such
foolishness we ean offer nothing buti sympathy.
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Mike Stome is working with some bunmics in England.
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AN OXOMETRIC INVASION OF MI', BULLER

Six-thirty p.m. Friday was the time of departure, Truc
to form we left at scven-fifteon pn. This was not due to
the van, but: due to a rather volatile Stores Officer who was
mysteriously delayed - Sue poerhaps 7 All told progress was
rather good and camp was pitched at the Delatite before
midnights.

Awakened by the ravings of a demented nountainecr we
erawled slowly outi of ocur slecping bags, curst the frost and
attenpted to light a fire. In true mountaincering style we
douscd the damp wood liberally with shellite . In true
mowmbaineering style the shellite burnt. away leaving a

heap of demp and charred wood. In true nmountainecring style
we gave up the fire and resorted to our choofers. Away at
last, the short bubk exhilerating climb up Timbertop was soom
Over. A rest om the summit while we admired the wiew of
Charlicts, and othier well known landmarks, Ther off on a
leisurely stroll along the ridge to our campsite - a small
saddle about threc hours away from the surmmit of Baller.

With the tents up and lilos oul we again attenpted to likght
a fire. Without even onc dxop of shellite it started.
Howefer, a shorg whilc later we loocked on with disnay as

our precious fire sank through the snow to the ground
beneath, but it was soon. coaxed back to life.

After a comfortable and warm night (we were forced to
drink Tom's ice crean next morning) we set: off on our conguest
ol Baller, Armed to the tecth. withh ice axmes, staffs, and
even. a pair of cranpons, we Slowly crept forward. Approach-
ing the summit we struck disscent in the ranks'? Theleader
had kicked steps in the snow over a rock slab. After the
first few had passed over no trace of the steps could be
found and all that renained was a snooth and slippery
inelined slab, The unfortunate leader was the object of much
abuse and many snowballs.,  The rioting was soon quelled and
we set. abouti the important; task of conguering Buller. Cme
the surmi® we rested, had lunech, and surweyed the scene of
hundreds of skiers schussing or tumbling down. the slopes im
Yrilliant. sunshinc,

The invesion was rather a flop as we were hopelessly
cwitnunbered, We monaged to claim a few *thills* though as
unsuspecting skicrs hurtlced into our steps, soomr finding then-
selwes gprawlced helplessly in the snow. A rapid retreat to
Mansefiecld was followed by dinmer. Affer a cry of Argus
Tuft To the locals, causing rmwch: Bewilderment, we set out,
weary but happy for Melbourne.

(continued over)
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Onc of the thinge acheived on this trip was that we
taught the 'Navy® that rock clinmbing is not the only faecet
of mounmtainecering. , . ‘

Also we learntt that to conguer Buller wc need greater
nunbors, espeeially girls. If you are onc of the four
nundred odd cluby members who werc not onm this trip I hope
yow will deecide to come along next year. The wiews are
simply nognificeng ond the company- scintillating. It dis
a never to be gorgotten expericnce. We hope to sce YOU
there next yeal.

Michael Fellew.

R e R a ko

EXBRACT

. In an attempt to capturc the emotion of sone of the
finer aspcets of mountaincoering we hawe selcected an
oxtract from the writings of one of tho nmasters of the
nountains, Tt is from the fanous nounteineering auto-
btlography “Adventures When'Hi%h“, written by thet veteran
of ecuntless overhangs Cinus (The Miger) DuQuincey.  Upon
mecting Dw Quincey, the great bard of the mountains, C.d.
Quill, was inspired to write;

nA Jeascr nan is swinging an axe
Whilst such as he, asleep im their sacks.,"

% veees. And so I knew the time lad come, I rust
leave the safety of a firm stonce and cross that thirty
treacherous fect without a single hold for my hands, &
preecarious feat of balancce. My companion: patted my
shoulder amd smiled grimly. Ikncw , ard he knew that I
knew, and Tknew thot he knew thot I knew that he was
relyizgg on ne, on ny expericnce and judgenment, to sSce
hirn safely back in canp that night, If T was to fall dur-
ing that thirty perilous fect neither of ue would find our
way back, Such are the dangers onc nmust face when high,
dangers that crcate that well known comradeship when onc is
foreed to entrust his care to a companion. Yes the spirib
of the day burned brightly in our cyes.

My first steps out: onbo that holdless void were
tentative, cautious and unsure, but quickly I gained
confidence in that all impobtont awakeness of balance,
With confidence in bBalance one can alnost dance along
with little or no support for the hands, even when very
high, Quickly I reached the foot of a stecp wall where
T could rest, Havding owercone the first obstacle 1
grimmed reessuringly back at ry companton.
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The wall loonimg above ¢ was causing, conserr, At first
glance it was wertieal, bul on closer cxanination it appcearcd
overhanging, then. vertical, then overhanging, them vertical,
untidil looking at it made oy head swim,

Troversing along. the foolt of the wall, using whatever .
holds afforded themselwes, I reflceted on the joy= of beding:
high. Not for us the drudgery of being earthbound, for we
howe learnt to floot upwards, upwards to the ndsty Heights,
the worries of work, umpaid bills, and man's bitterness
teing left far behind, To be highs a worthy anmbition,
surcley the most worthy anbition that cam £ill a young
nans soul.

I ecanc to that all inportant break inm the wall and
wedged ny back tightly against a solid projection whilst:
gurveying the route ahead. Ornece nere I was confronted with
an holdless void, Once into ith I would be oulh of sight of
nyr conpanion so I gave him a foreed grin before facing tho
perils beyond,

At this stage I suffered a nental blackout, well known
to those who have been high., My heart® raced, punping will
and courage through oy linmbs, The one thought was o reach
ny goal before T lost the strength to hold on. In: this
state one ecan rmuster great strength and will to overcone
seaningly inpossiblce obstacles. It is tines sucly ag this
that wxperience and training are not cnough, am inner strength
st be called upon.

Them before mo I saw it A vertical gleaning shect of
(wait for i#) stainless stoel, I had nade it; nade it from
the Bellificld Bar to the Mens. Now I could concentrate
on: the difficult tosk of UnzippPINE MF viveeossess®

F R K KKK KW KK R K

- Im dume of this year Bob Taylor and nenboers of the
V.C.C. Attenpied the difficult south to north traversc of
the peaks of Geryonm in the Rescrve Tasnonia in winter
consitions. This traverse was first done by Reg Williams
and Jokm Moore in January this year. Unfortunately they
were not able to carry ocut their anbitious plan due to tho
difficult iece conditions,

KEXEXRXHXXX KRR XHX

Confucous say: "It is best to learn to eclimb on am old route®
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MP, FEATHRERTOP MEMORIAT: HUT PROGRESS REPORT

It is some tine since a report on the hut appeared im
The Mountaincer, Thig repcrty is to inform those who
arcn't up to date with developments and to glve some
information. about the future of the project.

The last work party was on 24 - 26 June and thore
will be no more work partics until the surmer.

The dome ig wirtually conplete exerpt for a few
joints which still have to be sealed. The entrance,
door, floor and flue are in placej; the rock wall is
alnost complete and the windows only requirc finishing
touches. Although by no means finished, the hut is now
habitable and reasonably weatherproof. It scoms to Bo -
standing up well to the weather.” - = o

Tor those who are impressed hy figures we guestinate
that over ten tons of materials have been carried in, $800
worth of food eaten, and 6,000 man and woman hours worked.
This in ditself is a renarkable achecivoent,

It #s rather unfortunate that we could not finish: the
hatt before winter, However we will finish ifi next
vacation, provided everyono lends a hand. There will
still be plenty cf Jobs to do, although many of these will
be gquite nminor. No specizl skills are required - in fact
itYs a good 'chence to learn sone. (Mave you noticed how
our nild manncred Treasurer's wvocabulary has developed?)

The hut fund ds looking a bit sick at the moment and
any alns, bequests, spare change or tax refunds would be
Wel GORE v eia.s sas '

Even: though the hut is not finished it is habitable
and I think it is up to us to establish good habits in ite
use right: from the start. So anyone using the hut is
asked to respect it or its surroundings in any way.

There is a broom im the hut - use it¥ There is also a
rubbish pit nearby. Do not leave any food scraps in the
huts - % already has one resident beastic, Leave wet
parkas ete. int the entrance scction. Stenp the snow and
mid off your boots on the grid and try to keep the interior
dry, Do not disturb any tools or building naterials left
in the hut. Mhere is a log book im the hudb, Flease use
it so we can chasc you up if yow lecawve a ncss,

Up to fifteen people hawve cooked and slept in the hut
for ome night. We would be very interested to hear any
comnentis on the performence of the hut, cspecially with
regard to leeks and draughts.

(contimacd over)
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A4 new nap of the area, 4" to the nile, is available at:
Ailkmant's Road, price 50c.

On Friday 16th. Septenber there will be a hut night at
Orrmand College. - The idea of this is to inform people about
the projects Bring yourself, friends and relatives along.
See the nighty epic production in glorious colour, nmagnif-
icent wide secrcen, 8mm., starring a casti of thousands of
well known oxonetrie personalities, rav1sh1n{ beauties,
suMPbronzed slav&s.,......

Bumbleguﬁz@

FHHFRRAXH LXK XXX RXHN

CLIMBS FOR THE CONNISEUER

by HL.P.

The clinbs seleccted for this colunn are not chosen fox
thedir difficultly, tuk rather for exeellence of line,
charactéer, or technigue.

TO@RIST DIRECT BUTIRESS (M&. Rosea) Victoria's intro-
duction to artificial climbing,
lead by Herbert Slipper and Greg Lovejoy, and now regarded
ag & classic, The two artificial pitches are straight-
forward, uwt thoe: c¢linb up the swinging ctricrs to the
lassooed rock nose on the 2nd. pitch is delighffully
exposcd, likewise the free climbing,

KESTRAL (M, Arapiles) Origonally graded V+, but after

: gardening V. One hundred and fifty feet of fine
bridging cone chirmeying. No mowe is particuarly difficult
but each nust be thought about and earefully excecuted.

SPRAGGIT = SPRIGLEMANYS ROUPE (Nth. Jawbones) Sone
S unusually strenuous
clinbing for the YBones, followed by a beautifully clean,
square crack, one of the best pitchecs on the face. An
eXeellent climbr dn itsclf, or as a warmup for Greg's Direct.

Note: Unfortunately our chef and wine conniscusr i8 on
holidays. ‘

*%***%%****** 3% ¥ ¥
From 'Mounteincraft', published 1920, +the scction on
"Costunes Por Women® by MluS Bronwen. Jones

"The skirt is atill often looked upon as o necessity
in the Alps, but it is discarded early in the ascent."

I guess we started clinmbing a generation too late.
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An accounts of great zoological interest.
THE HAGCTS INDUSTRY

Tn British walking circles the Haggis is as much
digcussed as the Yeti is im the Hinilayas. Ouxr undercover
agent, camouflaged by a slouch: het, went on the rounds of the
Wighland Pubs and the Lake Distriet Taverns to discover the
truth about: its life in its natural habitat.

The Haggis is a shaggy off white aninal with a black
face, cbouts the same size and shape as an. Australian. sheep.
It frequents the bracken and heather of thie noors, and the
rocks and peaks of the highlands, Tt starltles the lonely
traveller with: its staring white eyes and derisive "Boa-—aa®,
It thrives on nmountains.

Waggzi never heve four legs all of the sane lengtin, If
#he two left legs are shorter than the fight, the haggis can
only stand in one directdon on the mountains That is facimg
horizontally around the nountain in an anti-clockwise
direction, Those hagei with the rights legs shorter are just
the opposite. ;

The breeding habits arc nost intere sting. When a
clockwise and an anti-clockwise haggis meet on a mountain
they mate, and theixr offspring may be any of three kimds,

There is the uphill haggis, with short front legs. He
is destined slowly uphill #ill he arrives ecither at the
gunrit of the mountain, or at the base of a difficult cliff,
Phis explains why British climbers cam be sure of a soft
landing when they fall, and why pesks in England and Scotland
are always wreathed in cloud om cold daysy the cloud is
haggis breath,

There is the downhill haggis, with: short hind legs.
He walks downhill slowly, and is caught in the ncts the
locals place around the basc of hills for tha@s purpose.
The haggis is a najor Scottish cxport; and fine sSpecinmens
can cven be bought, timmed, in department stores in Melbourne.

Finally there is the unstable heggis,  This unfortunate
creature has two diagonally opposite legs short, and he
cannot stand onm a flat or sloping surface. The most cormomn
fotte for an unstable haggis is to be caught in a downhdll
hagois net, but there are a fow which manage to cscape.
These are the few whicl, while rolling downhill, find a stable
footing diagonally across the top of a spur or the botton of
o walley. There they stoand 4311 their dying day, either
being blasted by icy winds, ox the rum off of melting snow.

( contimied over)
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Next time yow come across one of these poor creatures,
softenn your heart a lit#le and feed &% witlh your Youdihn
Hostel lunch, Botl: yow and he will be better off.

Hendsh

P.3. It is belicwed that the speceies is porpetuated by tie
neeting of uphill and downhdll haggi, bubt there Is no
reliable confirnation.

O R R R
A.ﬁrip_f@port with a difference.
THE CRAYDEL MOUNTAYNE TALES
OR THE RESERVE : 26/12/66 - 1/1/66

LEATER PHILIP SECOMBE
ROUDE : TOURIST -DIRECT

Witﬁlaﬁologies (and thanks for inspiration) to Chaucer,
and to David Swain who wrote the Cantbeworricd Tales, and
between thern wrote the first verse of this saga.

Whenne that Decembre wythe hys showres swoot

The drought of nonthes hath perced to the root,

And bethed in every weyn im suche licour,

Prom whyeche vertu cngendred is the flours

So pryketh then nature in thir corages:-

Thenne longen folke to goe on pilgrimages.
Methinketh it accordinge to resoumn

o tellie yow som of the condicioun

Of certayne folke who as it senes to nee

Enlivenetihh our Strange Socicetee...

A ledour hadde wee ther who gotlte uppe late

Or longe tyne in hys tente at norne hee sate

Or toke tyne ovre rneles or com what naye

But neuer leftc erlyc on any daye.

Forsothe, hee sayd, wee rmuste sce non are lefte,

That we are note of nembres here herefte.

Wee nuete renoyvne to see that alle is welle

For wee willc catiche thern uppe at nexte bigge hille.
Alle chundrous fytte was hee, and nusclye toe,

And didde noe thynke that othres wer note soe,

For whenne thay stoped to brethe or wette thir throte

Hee didde note stope butk ranne lyke mountiayne gote.
Som saye a gode ledour is note lyke hece

and trycs note to getle rmddée of hys partye.

For byrned thys ledour offe hys unfytte frendes

Tille thay wer sorelye dowbled wythe the bendes.
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And themne hee hadde a gedle to clymbe a rocke
For cacera, and it sorelye cracked and shoke
And felle doume nountiaynesyde (the rocke I sayel)
But sadde was hee, for scht hadde saved the daye
Bye clynmbinge to the othre syde, and rounde
To wher sche: colde sce rocke falle erthwarde boumde.
And thenme on nor wher pyne forest is foumde,
And Pelyonne Weste, thot stepe-syded rocke mounde,
An ankle ther was sproyned, that wente alle fatibe,
And hee colde note leve ouner at Frogpe Flattes
Beecausce of leche and flyinge dragouns snalle
That woulde hav sucked hibr blode amd eten alle,
(But onlye that hee wolde hav bonc in stryfe
If one of hys partyc hodde loste a 1lyfr)

For tiocke hee us throuch boges of pete alle thycke
And ovre nountayncs wher wee colde note picke .
The stones from skye for meithre colde wee see
For bothe alle undre watre semed to bee.
Yit tolde hee ws it was alle drye thys yeare
Boeouse once stucke im boge wee colde stille fre
Cur thishs and kneg and ankles and our fete
That wer alle stucke in thys unfathred pete.
(Aind sothe to saye one ther didde cuen sitte
Athence didde weare nenne's pantes thot didde note fytte.)

Of othres ther, ther was a gerle who wor
Note werye mmuche at alle thet othres saw,
A 1¥tel two peee goifnente and a sherte _
That padded uppe hir shuldres whenne packe herte.
For lyke ledour and sche who wer mennc's shortes
Pualle sixtye poundes on hir backe sche didde porte.
ind whenne at Pelyonne Gappe was wette wythe rayne
Sche travelled on wythe partyce to Dueanc,
And putte on pantes alle brightlye frilled and pinke
Note caringd what alle othre folke nyte thynke.
Alle bigge and stronge sche was, but note nuche fytte -
Yit fytte enow th chasc ledour, and hytte,
And thxowe in prykle bushe whenne kee didde saye
Rude thynges to hir at ende of firste daye.

Pour gerles ther wer who eche norninge didde ryse
At horrid erlye houre (wee didde surnmysc
Because wee wer note uppe to see then thenne
But alwaysc thay wer gom bofor. the menne. )
Mulle erlye thay didde goe and erlye reche
The hutite ahede, to fynde a bedde for eche,
Foxr puttinge uppe a tente is scre harde worke -
To fynde a hutte a2 profytable lerke.
One norninge in the shade of Polyomnme Weste
Wee foumde then bye a creke as sauvages drest,
Viythie pyggetales derke, and derte uponme thir clothes,
And visage redde, and warrepayntc on the nose
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{Whyche proved to bee no nor thanne whytce ginke crene

Anéd derite from alle the nmors wher thay hadde bene).
Yit lokinge bocke uporme thys sceme i1 kuowe

That to eche othre wee nuste alle loke soe,

A nanne ther was of figure thynmne and talle
Who was distinguished welle anong we alle.,
Wee colde note thynke hyn someonc else for cen
Hee wor uponng hys hede a cabbage grene.
And atr hee mete that wee alle thought was badde
For thys was alle the mete that thys manne hadde,
Yit suffred note, for alle ites gangrens hoe -
BFee is aldgve todaye as nee or yow,

Pour othres travellinge wythe ws weo didde fynde
Who thousgh our guestes wer note of Oxo-kinde,
But: fendes of ledour (who it scres haodde som,
Althoush at ende of trippe twas lykelye non.
Thousgh rayne and rudde wer note hys fault I thynke
Hoe toke us out ther juste to sec us symkel)

These peple lived outeyde in tentes of grenc
In spaciomws pryvate conforte it wolde scne
¥~slept uponne softe grounde and note harde bedde
Wythe alle the othres as wee didde instede.

Twa othre peple ther who slepte outsyde
Rathre thanne share bunkes that wer thre fete wyde
Wythe othre peple, possummes and the derte
Wer o younge narryed Oxo-couple girte
In propre walkinge clothes, unlyke the reste
(Or somx at leaste) who wer inproprelye drest!
Trowsres, whyche in batel hadde bene used
Whych: kepte snakes out but wverilye wer abuscd
WVhenne clynbinge uppe the clyffe-syde in grete hete,
Twas dened for thys thycke trowsres woer note nmete.

A nanne ther was wythe rounde poctie nane
(Thexr is a lakesyde nountnoyne called tho: sanc)
Who spente rgche tyne pursuinge fayre younge nayde
{(Whno spente ruche tine the younge nonne Lo cvade)
Who finallye in derke despayre to drowne,
Hynselfe y-caste at nyte in watres browne,
Y-ganke henethe the watres of the Loke
But rose agoyn, our derke and dryppinge rake,
For een on Newe ¥earecs Bve hece didde note dare
Contanynate the waltres of Saynt Clayre.

A menme ther was who slowlye walked behynde
Who nayd hys ounm pace and didde note nynde
That othres wer ahede, for nede's muste rumme
Whemme walkinge s faste enow? It spoils the funnc?
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Thys nanne didde staye soec clene in alle the boge
That othre folke that wallowed ther lyke hoge
Didde angrye noises naoke to throwe by in ~-
But soilinge suche clene clothes wolde bee a sinne!
Soe thay didde note, but lefte hynm ther, alack,
To erossc the strappes nctelye om hys rucksacke.

A& manne nayd violente bye swehe 1litel thynges .
As clene frendes, crossed strappes, walkinge rounde in ringes
In thycke scrubbe wythe a manne hee thourht didde kmowe
The pathe (but. didde note) canme to Craydel toe. :
Alle angrye was hee thenne, or laughinge lowde,
Mo pubte inte hystericks the whole ecrowde,
For stoped hee ther in swampe or bushe or hille
Ané@ verilye hee laughed hys propre fylle
Pille alle the partye wythe hyr felle in fythes
Tyke conpagnge y-stonden of hal fe-wyttes.

A& gerle ther was wythe counticnance fulle gaye
Welle lyked bye alle the folke who woente awaye
Who carryed weightes fulle heavye on hir backe
For tenne dayes fode hadde sche in hir rucksacke
Strange fodes from othre landes sche carryced ther
That aronatick wer, and all such fayre
As garlicke hadde, and othre herbes alle highe,
And chescs olde, ‘and brede nayd out of rye.
For alle thys weighte sche neucwr walked the laste
Por sche was bigse amd stronge and colde walke faste
(Besydes, the ledouw slwayse helde thys playse
Soc seche colde note, wer sche to goe snail's payse).

And sothe to saye, sche nayd alle folke fele gladde
No natter if condiclouns wer badde
Por sche hadde joye in 1lyf whenne sche didde live
Soe alle joye to hir memorye wee give.

Marg., dJares
YNk F R EXREARXAXX

THE  PATLLEN ANGRELS CIUB NEWS

There have beem two recaent additions to the Fallén Angels.

Ten Speedic fell 15* while putting up a new route on. the
southe side of D Minor, Mt Arapiles. He was dangleing of a
sherk hook whilc putting im a bolt when the rock holding the
ghark hook shattered. The falle onto a bollard rumnncr wa
held by Gorry Kerkin who was injured in the process.
_ Phil Seconbe fellt 30* ot ME. Buffalo when he stepped back
onto a faulty pitorm. The pition bBelow came out, the one below
thats had no crab on it, and the cne still further down was &a
channel and held. A good cffort Phil.
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LETTERS TO. THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

A rumour hae been circulating round the club to
the effect that certain members of the comnnitice do mot like
the habits of clinbers in the club, In fact one such
person: ig reported to have said "They actually go to Poyntonfs
to drink bBeer.™ Tt seens to ne that: this is yelt another
ressurection of the so-called '"Clinmbers ve., Walkers Slanging
Mateht, by people who regard thenmsclves as bastions of walking
tradition in. the clubi. In the sanme vedim climbeFs have bBeen
designoted and acecused of “"lack of club spirit" and soctial
nistehaviour,

In answer to these

de Mo my knowledge there is only one person in the
cluly who has nmade a name ag & climber who Nas not also been
tried and tested as a walker. Sorre have tried bothr and prefer
clinbing, while this ome joined the club purely to bake up
climbime, Surely it is thedir privilege to make this cholce.

2, As far as club spirit# is concermed, om alnost every
day in recent weeks, the people at Aikman's Road durinmG lumch
houwr kave been predoninantly climbers., That they are intere—
sted in club activities is ewinced by the mumber of different
climbers that hawve done trips of 2ll typces, ewven day trips,
during Gerri,

3. WMoumtainecers? are not known for their abstinence
from alcolwl or smoking. If it is good enough for Sir Johm
Huant, who was kanighted for mountainecring, quibbles by any
cluby merbers T will ignore. On a more Tamiliay plane however,
I tave invited and token girls to Poyntom's nights mamy times
and not once has their immoccnee been agsailed, I have
newver heard o som: sung there, let alone a lecherocus one, and
T have not seen anyvone intoxiecated. I am sure Poeter Poyntom
will atbest to the good beheviour of the climbing fraternity
as he sees ik,

Probably the nain characterisatiom of climbers at the
nonentt is their ‘*go-ahead' nature, They neet with people
fromr other clubs regmarly, discues equipnent, technicue,
design and experiment:; they explorc new arces and extend old
ones, The rancour of some of the older walkers could
probabily be traced to Jealousy of their success. In the
1950 's this club was noted as onc of the rmjor exploring
bodies on the Rastern Arthuxrs, Where has this renown gone?
In the time that I have known the eluls, almost all the cxploring
of new areas (for walking and climbing as becn led by
elimbers, Thaet the club is still capable of innovation hes
been admirably demonstrated by the design and crecfion (very
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largely due to walkers) of the Feathertop Hutb. Whem this ig
completed I hope this spirit is carried onto the nmore usual
clubr actiivities.

To concluwde, i$ is my hope thet the club spirit itselfl
causes the cessabion of this type of dispute. Personally
I em neither clinber nor bush-walker to the exclusiom of
either, buth a member of M,UW.M.C. who engoys all tie sctivities
of the club and recomends that otheors attempt Ho do so tioo.

Bditors Note @ Comrrents made at the Alpine Climbding Coulrse

lecture serxrve to pronote the: above antipathy.
Perhiaps there are too many who never quite rmade the grade as
a climber, sceially as well as om the rock. Try cormmimg to
Poynbon's some time, yow might cwven enjoy it.

DEATH IN A SIEEPING BAG
(Frormm CORESEARCH. No. 90, Melbourne, Sept. 1966)

A sixteen year old boy diec 4 recently im a sleeping bag
which: had been dry cleaned with perchiloratinlene im a
cormercial vmit.

The bag was received from the cleaners im a roll and
pult straight inmtio the car bootk. It was umrolled inside a
hike: tent and the boy slept im it for eight hours.

He did not regein conciousness and was im convulsions
when found. Autopsy showed deatin was dum to the cleanming
solvent:,

This slecping bag had not bBeen properly aired, and there
was sufficient residucs of perchlorethylenme to cause death,

A1l sleeping bags need through airimg after cleamimg
and again before being put into use. The fillime is bulky
and removal of the final traces of solwent is a slow process.
The umaired bag is particuarly dangerous in the confines of a
small hike: tent,

A0 W R KK

"Gettiing benighted is not a pleasuwe, ond it is rarely
necessary., It has been given a false helo of romance by the
practice and the piecturcaque descriptions of a munber of
nountainecers, who first render it inewvitable by atbemptdimg
what 48 beyongd themy, or by carryimg great weights, and then
seek to conwvince themselves and the world that the consequent:
nights out om a lofty ledse forms an esscntial and agreeable
part of mountaineering,®
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Yeg, it is the second epic ascent of the Worth Wall of
the Buffalo Gorge. |
ML, BUTFALC 28tn., Auwcust - 2nd. Sepltonber

Party: Jan Guild, Chris Dewhursd, John Moore and Phil Seconbe.

The two Volkswagons arrived at, the sunmdt chelelt in the:
early, end not so early, hours of the Sumday morning, Wiere-—
upom the occupants hedded down im e ncarby shelter shed and
acted as curiosities for the mid-norning tourists.

About nidday a tourist~type Speedie, who was there for the
skiime (prouncunced as in "Snow Bumny*) showed us the wonders
of the Gorce and condweted us dowm part of Comet Rarmp where we
fixed two absell ropes. Comet Ramp had about two feet of
snow on the ranpy parts and we were treated to regular attack
by an fce barrage from the wall near the BErperor line. A few
well aimed snow balls helped to clear the nmore umstable lce
sheetis.,

After civing of wise counsel Speedie left “t#o find some
smow" . Ee said he expected great things of ue and drove off
with & deviliish grim om his face.

We sponts the rest of the aficrmoon sclecting warious
other routes im the Gorge which we could tackle after corp-
leting, thk Sicle line, which would be actimg as the fandliar-
isetion route for Buffalo granite. A1) wp im two days at the
nost.

Barly Monday norning we lumped two climbing packs and am
H-frame contaiming about half a ton of cquipment to the Ytop af
Corett Remp, ond commitiding oursclves to the nissiom, abseiled
dowry, Phis, at times, involved using the J,D.s self-clinin-
ating line, whickh Phil thowght was No.4 bub was im fael: the
most f2llem om rope im Victoria - a bloated, frayed, aged,
boiled in red dye No.Z2. ‘

LTter 500" of descending dwipping chimneys, slabs and
smow ramps we arrived on the terrace at the basc of e Sicle
line where we dumped the gear, brewed tea and pmepared
cquipnent. The straight up line was decepbtively wide and so
we: picked a cormer and flake line slightly to the right, which
anglied back to the straight up line at aboutt 200F.

Vegic and Johm cliected to start off and sped wp TOF,
meinly om pegs, with a few worthless boltbs thrown in for good
measure, while Beast and Phil sipped Twinings and looked for
confortakle bivoumnec sites on the terrace.

After a fow contentious hours sttemptinmg to lead through
on a henging belay, Jome and Vegle eane down for the nd st
Beast and Phil were going to show thenn how to elimb artifiecial
att a hots pace Tonorrow, :
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With a preliminary spiel on the forces aclting om the
support whem a body is raised using a pulley, Phil rocketed
skywards utiering an anxious plea for added rigidity for the
worhless Vegie bolt above. The creakings from the pulley amd
the voecal support from the netive power below did notiuwing to
alleviate the situation. ;i

Or arrvivime at the 70% mark Phil thankfully sewed hdmself
to the cliff and then proceded up another 30Y of altcirnotdve
pegging and gardening. Beast led throuch om a hanging belay
into the overhamging cormel. He stopped after 50% under a
roof, complaining cloguently about & pulped thumb which had
evidently recoived more attentiom tham the bolt: drill, amd
questionimg the legitimaey of the belaying bolt, had Phil lead
throweh ageim on the last 60F to the Jjunctiom with the sfraight
up line whiich locked a respectable biwvounc cave. :

Howewver, 30Y owt Fhil decided he wouwld prefer the comfort
of the terrace for the micht, and parting company with his
peg landed hack alongside Beost with a delichted 'Snorkler?,
g flurry of red beard and a Jangle of Iromrongery. Beast ath
that nonentt had core of hds perch to see what was going om, and
it was questionoble who was the most. surprisecd, By this time
Johm and Vegie had arriwed with Beast after a prolonged prussik
with depeggiag. Withoat a word to Vegie, who wanted to ;
bivoune om the face, Beast, John, and Phil abseiled rapidly to
the terrace. Where the Hell are yom off to asked Wegle o
The Beast as he sailied pasth

Food was a hit low and John ncobly offercd to get nore,

We didn't expect him back deown Comet Rarp until the normimg,
in fret some factions actwally hoped he wouldn't be secem ath
all that nicht for reagon of the extra space and slecping bag
and so the rveceptiom for John as he appearced ocult of the dark-
ness was o bt luke warm for his efforts. However, the ‘
quality, and guantity, of the loot he kad bought soom crased
any bitderness,

& 150" prussik faced everyone inm the mornigg, with Phil
leadins off to rmeke up for his reluctanee of the previcus
mighd, Youw look ridiculous going up and dowm on. the ground
like a yo~yo toking up the stretch. in 150" of rope. Phil had
a strange prefercnec for well drivem chrome-moly chanmels amd
holts that day to get him to the cosy tivousac, This turmed oub
to be am evwil, saturated, noss encrusted reecss, Beast leadime
throwgh was the only relatively dry one. Hee sped wp 50" to
the wicinity of the sole ledge om the climb. With Phdil
bolthng satisfying bivowaec bolts all over the ledge, andt the
others: engaged in ascending to the ledge, pack houling, and
tangling the 250F% of pack houlimg line, we manmaged to find
oursclves fed and reasonably comfortable in sleeping bags by
Qpr. . A1T we lacked was water, which Ind dissasterously
descended to the tewxrace durime the last stages of the pack
rauling. This gave us neditative moterial for the endless ndght.
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After breakfest, and photographs all. round we packed up,
akillfwlly menasing to avoid dropping anmything. It's rather
wnnervimeg, putting om boots in free space 500 abowe the
ground with only a dimmritive terrace im tle way half way dowm.

Vegie led off with an aesthetically pleasimg bolt Line
im rapid time to take Wim to a lar ge ftree ab 65% out (or 335°%)
amd after Jorm had pushed the line another 60" Vegie followed
Yoire wp,. It beecarwe obwious that the J .D.8 were intent om
redweing the mmber of applicamts for the honowr of the ascent
for frorm o short distance up Vegie lot loose am CnolTious
boulder (or so it eppeared from heneath) which came crashing
down the Linmc almost clearime up Beast and Phil, leavimg o
visitime card of a tattered red sling in the belayimg bush. -

I+ was sbowt 4pm whem Vegice finelly reached the top
aftcr an arrsy of phsSycological pegs, and dusk by the time
Phil, last in the line of seniority was allowed up.

The ladt 100* had been a watercourse and our condition
wag thatt of pathetiec satumratiom. No wonder the doctor who
picked Vogie up on the way ta the Chelet asked the contition
of the omes that had fallen. :

The only cvents thot can be remeribered: with any certainty
thet evenine were an angry Park Ranger disturbed at our i 5
dissapearence for four days, and an Austriam ski instruactor
who enbertained ws ot the Cheletl. He had climbed most of
the North faecs of the Nowthern Alps includime the Bonmatiti
Piller and the Dfu and was going to go to our rescae if

ne cessary. TWis address book read like a climbers *Whos Who'.
He was wvery kind ta us, Ve added ouwr mamcs to hds address
book.

il Sceombe

THE HIGHEST PROPLE IN VICIORIA

Tawongze Sowbh State School shelter shed is gqudte a mice
place to spend the night, buf since it is only tirhrty feet
trom somebodyts back yard we: left carly and had breakfas®
at Mountain's creek, Then with the weather tryime to decide
whetter or not to rain, we storted the long climb up the
Staircase Spur to 1. Bogang,

There seens to be a greal comtroversy over how momy
gteps the Staircase has, estimetes warying from too nany to
not enowck. After the first four or five they started
getting bigoer and we lost both interest and count. We
struck the snow, old and crystalline, a Little below bivouac
Hot where wo stopped for a brew which grew to an early lunch,
Another hour and a half of plodding throush very wel sSmow
Browshtt ws to Surmit Fpb and another brew.  The weather was
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atill indifferents bub the clowd parted oceaisionolly to giwve
views of ruch of the hipgh country. I*m fairly surc I saw
g reflection from the lut om M., Feathertop. LAnd so with
lickts snow fallinmg and only a few jnches om the ground, we
followed the snow pole lime th Cleve Cole Memorial Hudb,

Cleve Cole is a very‘inprpssiw stone ¥ul thot shows
vhint can be done if a s is looked after and respcected by
those who usc it. -

Ay, twas a braw brichit rwonlichits nicht anmd the snow
froze, so teking ropes and icoe axces we went aroung thegullies
onn the side of Bogong and spemt the morning tmylnﬁ:to learn
sore: snow techniques. We arrived agoim at the sunmit im
tire to sce the C.W.C.V. storm the nountain carrying @VOrY
conecivable uavzcu for travelling ower Snow. In the after-
noon we returnsd 'o Cleve Cole, picked up the Yetdi (who had
stayed theru because savage sSnow buyips werc on the prowl),
and woendered over thoe falls and Maddisonts Hut.

Next morning we left early (for us) with packs for
Surrrd v Hat. By now the snow was completely frozen. and
required hard kicking to meke ony inpression. We did some
more climbing and walked owl to the Hooker Platcaw.  Father
Nick and Yeti werc ewen able to use their cranpons. In
contrast to ny previous visit to Bogong, whem we couldm*t
gec a thing from the sunmiti, the weather was still fine and
we could see almost every high mountein in Victoris anmd
Southern New South Wales, from M. Buller in the west to the
Maim Ridge in the easts ‘

Ihe snow was wetter and softer than ewer, so we left
the summit and went down the Staircasc Spur at abowh twice
th& speed we had cone up. We eclebrated a nighty weekend

n the usual way. I think I'd go hock for a weck next
vp I, bul: in the neantine wo le“VL.you*Wlth this thowcht:
Rerember, happiness is a dry pair of socks.

Rumbilesatze
KUEREXFAXKNKHKX

Portly to be in witlh the latest trend in the cluly, bub
madinly o provide syfficient copy for the last page of The
Moubaineer, the editar would like to tell of a Bogomg trip
he was fortunate to be on in 1963. The trip was an cxtension
of the club trip and on it were Jules Hilmon, GWyn.Davies,
Fred Mitchel, Don Bhomas and the editbow.

The weather was doubiful when we 1cf%'B1vouac Hat on
the Sunday, and had deteriated to a near blizzard by the
tine we reached Swmit Hot, Fred and Don Helped those om
the cluly trip down to the tree line while the editor and the
girls tried to moke the hat habitable, By the time Dom and
Fred returned five lilos were spread owh across the slecping
benech and tents tdced to the walls to kcep owt the wind and
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There was a geood supply of wood and we found we could light a
fiwr in the stowe with tar paper. Unfortunatcly the chimncy
wag blocked and the smoke rather aerid, After an early tea
it was too cold to sit round so We retired to the sleeping
Yench with a bottle of rurr and sumg the Fngincer's Somghook
from cower to cover, Alternating the verses and all joinmding
in on the chorus,

Monmday dawned beaudiiful and we spent the day, under
Ingtructiion from Fred and Don, tryins to learn snow technique. .
Upon. relgrning to the hat Fred swapped a tin of spagetti for
o tim of baked beans in the energeney food store and we wend
throwsh’ the aphyxiating process of lighting the fime for tea.
hAppin we rebtdred carly, this tdme with a bottle of brandy and
a three hour Jjoke sessioan. -

Tuedday was fime and we spend the doy strollimg to and from
Clewve Cole, watching the skiecrs onthe slopes. Back at the
hud; we brought the seat oub omto the terrace and sipped brandy
witihn a drop of lemon juice while watchinme the sum sotb. Fred
was obwiously decp in thourht. Finally he announced that as
he kad put: the tim of spagettl into the cnergency food store
the night before it was his to Yeke owh, and did so. Quirte
a moral issue,

There wag sone discussiom as to whether we should risk
aphixiecation by lighting the fire agaim, or cocok on. choofers.
"If yow light that bloody thing once more......." Vo dido't
lightty the fire bul retired carxrly with a bottle of wodka. '
This was particunrly effective as wo found it quite difficult
Bo find our way out for what is-less unpleascent at 10pm. than
fen. . It wag suggested thet a urinal be built for the men
im ome eormer, but the girls objected strongly.

Vednesday novning we had to say farewell to Bogong, and
Fred and dules who were sbaying another fow daye. It was
with. sad hearts we rolled the half dozen enpty spirits bottles
down into the walley and nade our way down the frozen upper
sectdon: of the Staircase, whistleing a bary fron 'Cafoozalum!,
a nemory from the nightt befare.

HRWRR R RN N R NNNNRXY
The Editor would like *o apologise for:-

Lk Poor spelling and typing
2.Indistinet e's, g's and A'S,
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