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TRIPS _PROGRAMME.
3th, 9th October - Climbing at Ariniles.

itk Jobh ... F.V.W.C. Track Clearing Weekend.
Immroving the snow ~ole line from Mt. Baw Baw to Mustering
Flate. Van leaves ton of Batman dve ©.30 n.m.
BRING - «iBES, TICLS & SHOVELS.

2lst, 23rd October = UWynorfield National Park. Standard:--MEDIUGM.
LEADER - Sue @@ilford. Private transmort. It may be
necessary to carry water for the whole weekend. So bring

" water bottles.

25th, 27th November = DTogt-=exdh bludge weekend.
LE4DER - = DBob Chanmwell. More details in next newsletter,
L3 - . -

2nd, 4th December — Featherton Hut Work narty. Trivate transnort.

TRI? BOOKINGS;mm==it %“iilkman's Rd.% any lunchtime or whone
_ LAVE H0GG (37 1630) ,

Letter to the Editor.
Deex:8ir,

Recently there has been much criticism, sometimes constructivs -
but mainly destructive, about the organisation of Club walking trinse
The common commlaints which have been made to mc arez——

1. There are not enough Club walks organised.

&

2+ Van farcs ave too high and on elternative means of transmort
ghould be found.

-

3s There ig too much tondency to keen to the same areag that have
been visited by the Club year aftor yeurs

TAGE “Ls
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Desnite much argument and discussion no real solution to the ~roblem
has bten reached, out I would like to n»resent to the Club the relevant facts
and oninions as I sce them. ‘
Thé roason that more Club walks are not organised is nrimarily because
of the moor” attendance on most walks which have been held this yoar.
Several trins have beon cancelled betaust of only three or four meonle
wanting to go, thus meking a van trin immracticable. Most of the walks
which have been held by van have resulted in financial loss to the Club,
or &t best, have varcly broken even.

-

Should walks be organised using some other form of trans~ort to cut
down on costs?

Investigation of hinte ratus for buses and Kombi-vens have shown that
Vun travel is definitely the cheanest form of hire trans~ort for a large
narty. Public transwort is not avocilable to the areas where the best walks
can be held. The only other alternctive is ~rivate transnort.
“Therc have been mahy arguments raised for and against nrivate transwort
as owosed to van transnort g

l. Trivate transwort is cheasnor than van. There are two widely differ-
ing schools of thought onthis guestion. Ong is that the fares maid to
car drivers on clifbing trins and Hut work warties clearly indicate that
car travel is cheamer.”*The other is that the wear and tear on the car,
which may not bscome anmmcrent Tor several months or even years, costs the
driver far more theh he would mey to travel vy van. It scoms significant
to me that most neonle belonging to $he first school of thought either do
not own curs or have not had their cars long enough to ammrcciate the wear
that can rosult from lohg, hard use, whorecas those belonging to the second
include many of the mort ex-gricnced drivers in the Club who have been
using their cars on trins for seversl ycars. '

2. Care are fuster than vahs and can be teaken into less accessible
arcas. They arc certainly moré mrecticable for weckend trins to morc
distant arcas.

3+ & trin by -~rivate transnort rogquires much more organisation and
worry by the leader and/or Triws Socretary. 4nybhc who has had a hand in
organizing trans~ort for Hut work -urtics will ammrceciate this =oint,

Such »roblems argg=-—

&+

(a) Obtairming sufficient transmort for all thosc going.

Tall 2.
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(b) Moking sure that o1l cars reach the starting moint of the trin
by & set time. 4 single car suffering mechanical breckdown en route, with-
no means of contacting the rest of the -arty, could roshlt in much worry
and wasted timo, and might oven ruin a good weckend trin.

(c) * Making sure thet all cors got back safely to the highway after
tha triﬂc E } A

Lo Third marty insurance does hot ammly if the driver accents any '

fare, becmuse of ‘this, many Feathorton drivers have not been” accenting
fares from their nassengers. This 1s therefore a further exrense which
is borne by the driver. ;

- -

Se Becausd ohly a small mromortion of the Club's active members
own carg, these meonle would be foced tims after time with the straih of
driving, and the high cxncnses of tho trin, while other members sleon com-
fartably and cheanly in the back seate :

6. Unless some sort of shuttle service is organiscd, it would be ~
necassary to restrict walks to round trins, often involving retracipg stenss

7 There is the safety angle, that a driver who has just comnlotad
o herd weekond walk would not be as alert on the long drive back to Meclbourne
as & vén driver who has swent the weekend resting.

8. Is the Club being too conservative in not holding more walks in
new snd difforent srcas? adnittedly most of the Club walks this year have
been to the better known areas reasonzbly close to Melwourne, but these are
recognised as the vest wealking areas which can be Vvisitea for a” weekend BY V4N,
end trins to more distant areas would hecessitate -rivats transrort. dnother
rocson is that on most of these trins, the leader has an~roachéd me with de-
finite -~lane for his trin, saving me the n~roblem of thinking un a trin» then
chasing un o leader for it. 4is for as I am conce¥ned, lcaders who show such
" initiative descrve Tirst consideration in the trins nrogramme. ,

It scems to me that these threo »roblems are interrelated ahd
that the best* sblution i% to continue the ~resent system of vah transmort
for the fors momuler trins to traditional areas, but to intersnerse these
with trins by nrivate trensmortto new and more distant areas if there is
the demand for theme

- - S

I am nrgmared to run such trims by nrivate transmort only if
members will come forward end offer to lead them.

I‘;&G’E 3 [}
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T will therefore close this lengthy letter with an amneal to Club
members, including those who adorn the sofa ot ®"aikman's® Bd., every lunch-
time, hurling abuse at the Club's organisation, to do something about it.
If you Want more trins, know of an interesting area, are willing to lead
the trin or know someohe Who is, then come and see me" end I will attaunt
to fit it into the trins wrogremme,  This comment anmlics narticularly to
anyone .organising semi-mrivate trins in the long vac. 4ny other remedies
to the general situation would also be welcomede

(SIGVEL) *DAVE HOGG
Trinsg Secretary.

L] - * L L] L] L] L] L] . L] L]

ENGLGEMBENT.

The CAFFIN engegode The mind boggles. On a more sincerc level,
the congretulstions of the whole club are nassed on to Sue Wilcox and
Roger Caffin on their engegement. 1 hate to say "I told you so%. "

IMb 8. Vab sl 10N,

There will be a number of =marties going into the South”West of
Tasmanin ovor Xmess The overall organization of thesc trins has bsen
underteken by the Caffin from whom further details may be obbeinede
One woek's continuous bush walking exmerience is a desired nre-reguisites

Kon Griffiths ie wlanning a trin to the Bastern arthurs (S.W.Tasmania)
from 23rd January to 1@th February, 1967. (Phone 35 1576)

CLIMBEZIS.

Y Y

| The V.C.C. Guide Book to aragiles is now ph sale. Conies mey be *

bought et *iikman's Rd.,®. On the subject of nublications a new edition
of 93afety in the Bush® has just come out.

B&4aTs BaTo B&auTaés
Hes any climber seen zny bots roosting on the-cliffs of Victoria. If
so* would they let dndrow Swate (34 4986) know the locality, time of year and

annroximate number.

PRSI B T R B IS TRE N R SRR e B
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THE CLUB & OWN. BULNG.

0f the 44 searchers (i.e. “Federstinns - Secrch & Rescuc®), 18 were
from the M.U.M.C. While there, they bought out two of the injurcd.
The only injury sustained by the Club, was when some thoughtless dolt
trod on indrew Sewate} as a result of the efforts of the Federation's
Scarch & Rescue Groun, a collection hos been tindertaken by the Jewish
Community to aid them in the wurchase of oquiniionte

BUNKUM _& BULL SuCiION.

- -

21l you bludgers who so asiduously avoided helwing in the Snorts Union
attemwt at getting funds from nost=graduates, outwitted yourselves. The
mountaineers who out-numbered the others two to one, did full justice to
the free beer that was turned on aftervards. B

Mountaineers in the Hothen=Featherto~ areas, have been asked to watch
out for the variety of nossum that crusted such interest in the last few
wocks. Now dne cen't be surc that every hairy, rat-iike creature one
sees on & trin isn't a mountaineer.

4 BCONNING COMPETITION®.

BREND.N HOLLLND V THE C.FFIN.
Obsarve the results at the next oxonstric »arty or even in the CaF.
Who will be first to get a girl into & dark corner?

Come to think of it, the variety of mategial the Gaffin will be
sble to wosk with will be somewhat limited.

L] L] - - L] - - L] ® L] L] L] - . - L]
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