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EDITORIAL

The recent Federal Cabinet decision to allow sand mining to proceed
upon Fraser lsland was yet another blow struck against our right to enjoy
wilderness areas. It seems that we have entered a period where our right
to climb, ski, and walk is being increasingly threatened. For example,
in the Victoriarn High country, the natural state is being menaced by
activities resulting from the pressure of various interest groups-—grazing,
logging, off-the-read vehicles. Perhaps this threat is best symbolised
to club members by the chairlift proposed for Mount Feathertop.

Pedder! Newport! Fraser Island! Each became a single 'issue' and
was fought over as such. Little attempt has been made by environmentalists
to develop an cverall perspective. The conservation movement must
transcend an Tissues! basad philosophy. It must recognise the inherent
need in our present system of production for continued economic expansion _
and development. ‘Natural Resources' in today's society exist only to be =
consumed.

The environmental crisis can only be solved in the political sphere.
People must change but the most pressing need is not to stop people using
coloured dyke paper or driving cars, but to take action against those
people that produce such products for profit. Political struggle is
necessary so that the present framework of society whereby the interests
of capital prevail, is abolished. Unless ecological problems are placed
within the wider sphere of progressive social change and action taken,
then the future of the Victorien environment will be left in the hands of
big business and their political lackeys. :

Nick Reeves
***k***************************ﬂ********i*********************************

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

I am pleased to see 'Cuide to the Alps® in print again and con-
gratulatecHume on again carrying to a successful conclusion the very large
task of putting out such a guide. I yegrer that I am unhappy with the
change in the title because at this time there is much discussion as to the
as to the relevance of matters bushwalking to matters ski-touring, especially
as regards mountain safety. To a bushwalker it may appear absurd or even
impossible to regard bushwalking ideas, gear, practices and publications on
mountain safety as being relevant to ski-touring. But apparently many of
the skiers now venturing out from the resorts to go touring do think this
way, and we should, therefore, lose no opportunity of trying to convince
them that bushwalking and ski-touring have the same needs for proper warm
and weather proof clothing for skills in navigation, map reading and survival
for the resort skier does not use the same clothes or the same skis; guides
or maps, and mountain areas.

It seems a pity then that the embryo ski-tourer whe is not a bushwalker
may let the title put him off. Aquiring this volume with its wealth of
information useful to the safer touring of skier and walker alike.
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Canoeing

ey -

- Intervarsity Canoeing

Slalom canoceing is not only a challenge, but alsc an ideal way of
improving your strokes. The first morning of the contest was spent
practising on the rapids-~taking chances and consequently getting wet.
While we played. pulling in and out of the fast water and ferry gliding

across the stopper at the bottom of the drop, the big boy Jol broke yet
another paddle.

The first day of the slalom was cancelled because of high winds. Our
tents were blown down! The downhill race was substituted. e bore the
cold and finished in +hird pPlace. It was a good four mile stretch of grade
two rapids upon which we had enjoyed a nice bludge paddle the day before.
The “"Saint" John Templer starred with 3rd place men's K1.

The comrades (canoeing compliments) spent most evenings exploring
Canberra-~often getting lost in the maze of clrcles and freeways. The
evenings were generally gquite quict apart from Tim's gentle teasing and
Rate's chuckles, and Jenny K being often oblivious ‘to it all with her
head in a book. ‘ P

The slalom had 26 tight gates with many upstream--exkausting!
After a practise run and two Tuns per event, one soon knows the course
well, and many of our team managed all gates. Twice Tim got sucked off
into a stopper. He had to battle furiously before he got out. Everyona

did well, especially Tim and Kate in the mixed C2 and Melbourne came second
overall in the slalom section.

C3, and W0 events held by the "Woollongong Wackers'--who never worry
about gates, were most amusing. The conclusion was a barbegue and boat
swapping, but all in an atmosphere of friendship.

The team--Harry Burr, Pete Cameron, Jenny Hart, Tim Hughes, Jenny K,
Fiona Thlvain, Kate Reeves, ‘Karen Roberts, Jel Sketton, John and Heide Templer.

Hut HEeport

A couple of work parties have been held recently. The first encountered
rather miserable conditions with nine people. The second saw only two blokes
enjoying the excelleént weather. These two spent so much time on the summit
that they decided to hold the first annual midnight descent of Mt Féathertop.

The main project of the two work Parties has been to prepare the hut

floor. The floor has been stripped of old varnish and three coats of
Estapol applied to it, : -

A new lock has been put on the basement entrance. Muric members can
Lorrow the key for any trip up to the hut. Contact Jol SKetton, Hedley

Thompson or Andrew Walker. Do not make additional copies of keys and also
lock up before leaving. :

At present there is little_rubbish at the hut. Scme effort is needed
to keep it that way. woe
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Firewood is always scarce. However, the club does not want a repeat
of the useless tree felling that has occurred recently over at Federation

hut. Green wood does not burn so why bother chopping the trees?
can be easily carried up!

:Briquettes

The hut stove functions satlsfactorially. You could nmot boil a billy
over it, howevar, it still draws well, does not smoke and keeps the place
comfortably warm. . Tt should continue like this for a couple of years yet and

it treated properly will not need replacement for a while.

B e Rt e e TS Pt T R e e e e s T R Pt e e e e b

TRIPS PROGRAMME

BUSHWALKING

.DATE wgl9 - 20 July _

AREA - Tlmberton ~ Buller - (Beginners Snow Walk)
STANDARD. - .Beginners: '
LEADER - Sue White (328 4154) -

TRANSPORT =--Private

“DATE - 26 - 27 July

AREA - Feathertop (annual Midnight Ascent)
"STANDARD -~ Cold & lay

LEADER - Jol Shelton

TRANSPORT - Privaﬁe

DATE - 2.»= 3 August

ARED - Marysville - EKeppells Falls
LEADERS -~ G Lay (69 3824)

STANDARD - Medium

TRANSPORT - Private

DATE -~ 2 - 10.August. _ iy
AREA -~ Warbarton = Big Pats Creek
LEADER - Julie West, Cathie Secombe
STANDARD - Lasy I‘_ = o f‘
TRANSPORT - Private -




Henry

Barber on Tast of Honey.

Grade 23.

Photo: J. Chapman
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TRIPS PROGRAMME

DATE ~ 16 - 18 August

AREA - Feathertop

EVENT ALPINE INSTRUCTION COURSE
STANDARD - Bcglnners

' LEADERS - Mike Feller, George kuczera, Nlck Reeves.

TRANSPORT - Prlvate

DATE - 27 - 31 2ugust

AREA - Licola - T.RLIX.RNG - Mt Wellington - Sentinal
STEND&R“ - Medium (long day--snow gear required)
LEADER - Jol Shelton (254 324)

TRANSPORT - Others

DATE - 13 - 14 September
AREA - Wilson's Prom
LEADER ~ G Lay (69 3824)
STANDARD - Basy
TRENSPORT - Private

DXTE - 2B+h Q@ptb*-ar

\*"n—‘\i ol Ct.' ""!"ri e ____

EADER - Georg

I
STRANIARD = Mediunm Medium (Excellent Ecenery)

TRANEPORT -~ Van {cost $£3.00)

DATE ~ 4 - 5 October

ARZA - Big River - Mt Terrible
LEADER ~ Rob Smith (878 7657)
- Medium

2T - Private

DATE - 12+h October
AREA - Leraerderg Gorge .
LEAD:R - Gretel Lamont (38 1742)

STANDARD - Plecasant
TRANSPORT -~ Private
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TRIPS PROGRAMME

DATE - 22 - 23 November

AREAX -~ Barkly River - Macalister River -~ Post Exam Bludge
LEADER = Jol Sketton

STANDARD - Rludge--1.5 mile walk to Macalister River

TRANSPORT - Van {(cost £6.00)

Geoff Lay is interested in walking in the Crampians some
time during Cctober or Hovember. Anyone intercsted should

contact him to arrange dates.

FOR SOCIAL & ARMCHAIR MOUNTAINEERS

DATE - 1%th August
EVENT - Torum Dinner
PLACE - Private Dining Recom--Unicn

SPEAKER -~ Wial BrCFﬂmn““hiStﬁrl&L, autheor, and more
importantly, foundation secretary of MUMC
will speak about "TALES OF THE VICTORIAN ALPS".

DATE - 30th July
EVENT - Annual CY¥0 dinner dance
PLACE - Wattle Park Chalet
COST - $56.50 each BYOG
STANDARD -~ HARD will continue after midnight

LEADERS -~ FRobyn TFrasecr, Marie Franeken, FEileen 0'Meagher

CAVING

DATE = 12 = 13 July

AREA ~ Buchan

STANDARD -~ Modium

LEADER ~ Sue White (328 4145)

Contact Sue White for details of other trips which

occur freguently.
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TRIPS PROGRAMME

CANOEING

For the next couple of months, there will be an extremely
active canoeing programme with a trip on almost every weekend.
Venues are generally decided in the preceding week according to
river levels. We will also be entering in a couple of slalom
events following our IV success. Watch the trips books for the
latest information, or ring:

. Tim Hughes 347 7453
John Templer 38 6201
Jol Sketton 25 4324

CLIMBING

DATE - 20th July Day trip - venue to be decided
DATE - 2 - 3 August - weekend at Arapules

DATE ~ 20 - 30 August - Cradle Mountain - anyone interested
contact John Chapman

Climking trips will be on every weekend to various places.

Beginners welcome. Contact John Chapman.

LONG VACATION TRIPS

(1) Could people contemplating trips to either Tasmania
Oor New Zealand next summer pPlease let the trips secretary
know of their plans so the inguiries can be directed their way.

(2) Any persons willing to lead weekend walks in Victoria
during the long vacation please contact the trips secretary so
that such trips can be incorporated in the trips programme and

published in 'The Mountaineer" before the trip is about to
leave.

CLUB CONTACT -~ GILL HUME 347 2371

TRIPS SECRETARY - JOIL SHELTON home number 254 324

‘ uni 341 6612
AT WEEKENDS THE TRIPS SECRETARY IS USUALLY AWAY.

s s
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«-" T§0 _SNOWY GORGE TRIDS

”lﬂﬁﬁéiﬁﬁhaﬂh@rﬁmge

- The 1ittls River Gorge.is situated din the heart of Victoria's

- oSt rugged and specticuliar moirtain scenery. The Little river has

. formed a gorge of enoracus dimsnsions in culting its way through 2000

L fset of salmon pink Rhysdacite in chly two miles. Trom the Wulgulmerang

_ .. .t0._Deddick doad, one ¢can srinin glimpses of the gorge with the rivexr - .
‘fthreading itS-W“Y zround she boulders far below, but to really apprec-—
iate the gorge's rugged grand--or one muct follow the river from

Wuggulmar"ngaplap,au“to Lhe Snowy River.

vl .The only 1nformwu10n regerding this trip had been gleaned from
$ 1ck Reeves who nad been tnrnugh the Gorge some years agzo, and he
recalled b at an abseil on *wo and a cotple of swims were requlred,
‘not. 3o mention some densc sciub.  With our owpetites suitably whotted,

t on: the Anzac day weckend to hedd off into

Lo EE MUMEL Pheabiics” trip feof
; NJWtbQ-EOIg~ e

i Bv nocn or Fridar “he rcor shuffle had been completed znd we set
B YPE alona rﬁc,_'?e:$ nant tourists. aémir*ng some roadside waterfalls,
,HTne_flgét,+ev‘mourg were spent 11 a series of controlled tests des-

. igned to discover ire b»gt‘met1Ua of 8rbao£;1g the wvalley. Scrub.
LCbashing up. eides 0 aviold g T3 was saftisfactory as we had to get
into the gorgs, ﬁpthgu.‘ he wiver banks were blackborry infested

Cand, not SUlLauiv ErToR o5 Algfan i <o 1=

he apparent solution was boulder -
g ths river :

" G111 was firet to vealize the futility of +his me thod when
.ang déclared—-"1 I'n nob golng %o Juv"--iﬂn t you dare take a
.'.Plctuxe of me, Gsorge!" | She wadcd throyzh.  We remamined dry, bdbut not
;”er“lpﬂgn—oouldyro vere not glways whcre ove thought they were ox

e sdoopshort broak wan hadlwhen the verticail rock faces of the gorge
ldombd ahead. They ved: an impressive ulghn:y plunging down below
the apparent river level. £ wade through waist-deep water brought
cud bo . the top. of a series of waterfalls. There was no way up or.down,

. and no anchor for an ascent., The solution was a delicate airy
traverse to.a: tree fwom which an ascent was arranﬂeda Prom the bottom
o‘p this a short rough scrub Hash returned ug to river level. It :
was getting dark and carp was made on an old river course overhung

by bhuge bhewldsrg. The afvervoon's walking amounued to ? miles.’

ol M__Morninﬂ Sew, more seck scrambling, Eoulder hOpping and wading.
An ascent ; o‘a 100 oot waserfall and tuon the excitement began.
«Tha. va71 1 g eclosed right in.  Vertiecal to overhanging cliffs
ro Q“S+ra1nht:Pf i qu viater upsn both zides. A swim was in order.
2Y +5. hirdieg strivped, gnd then, the big plunge.
Faybenhend :‘1?3‘,! g :




S boxis

We dutifully dried ot pvez‘lungh only*to have 
twgpe more, when sheer walls clgsed off the gorge to pedes%rian,tra

b -"~g,By mid—afternoon ;he valley openeﬂ up A 11ttle, and the sun
' jreappeared, 80-t00. did the blackﬁarrlesﬁ. #adlng along the bank WaS -
ﬁthﬂ $olution., This .resulted.in slow progress and so g scrub” ‘bash. ¢
‘the valley walls was tried, but to no uva:v.l, and 50 Back to the T
'nother -control test was carried out with the ‘discovery that it is
icker fo. wade through walst-deep water than knee-high blackberrle'
e y fou: o clock we werg all. thoroughly fed up and called 1t a day.

St

s Sunday morning contlnued for the first hour in the same veln
as. @efqrq:—wade, bash,. hon,ﬂsplash‘ Lhankfully the river entereﬁ g
Lits flood plain and. the scrTub opened out, enabling the fastest pro
gresg of. the. t¥ip. -, We. .reached the Snowy BRiver before.noon and: - spent

,lunchtime Arying out on a granite rock bar Whlch had been scoured
smooth by the cogntloss Snowy fioods,, . . . 7 : .

Tony Sherwood dutlful

ly burled his drowned SCrogpmn and pcndered
the reactlon,of tomorrow!

s.archaelqglsts digglng on that 51te—-{gw

o "Thls SQngglP 1s 1000 years oldl" .
“Happy birthday to. you'“

;o The last Atwe miles al
hih;f@;ty'minuteﬁ;, Whilst
: _1oad of Deddlok;ans ‘came

ong a jeep traok to the carwas. ¢
-waiting for the second car to
rast and asked where we' had bee

"Down the L;ttle River Gorge M
"How dld you . do thateh

umpleted

“'f:ft we had to laugh

Heav1e3 upon the trlp Wereﬂ—Mark Spaln G117 Humﬁ Gecr Kugzeré‘
5401 Sheltog, Tﬂny Sherwoo ’ ’ g? _

dy R Bartnik and Yong An- Chot

= QSncﬁy:Eivér Gorge

al

... . The area_east of of +the best gorgqs in:

~the state--on Wulgulnerang Greek, Boundary Creek Little River and. the 4
< BAOWTy, . The. Dest of the gorges. on. the Snowy River is about-thres miles
. upstrean from, the Broadbents River. - For. the walker the most convanu.3£¢f
.. ient_access. to_thig, 80Tge is to drive from Butchers. Creel east a10ngk" "
.,ﬁw*ﬁﬁhe Tulaek,Ard Road_ to the paddocks ground the burnt out Tulach Arg

Wﬁlgulmerang has some

,wwk‘,hcmestead,  Sinpe many of the spurs
- thickly and prickly. and/or end at eld

e J OUL, Spur. carefully;. the spur Tunning

.-quite sultablee;;,, ; 2 s

SR G B ; T

._'_‘:}.:.%?-:f-'-i: ; %
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: ‘Our first night was spent beside the rocad a few miles ;
from Bucbant The ‘exparl n;nt of qieep7ng under the stars fallede
o : ur’fi: i tas te of the drigzle -that” was’ i, eep up
t ki . After a dampish breakfast’ at the.
uchan Caves canplna-groura,,wc contlnaed on through the mist
to Tulach. Aré For those interested, emus can run at 25 mpa.

"wé set off through the kangaroos and wallabies that abounded

in the open paddocks and scon dropped steeply down the spur,
passing on the way an example of Victecria's largest snail.
From the spur there werc view north up the river and of the
cliffs to the south and across the river-holes in the cloud
permitting. We rock~hopped along the side of the river for
¥ mile to the:start of the gorge and had lunch. pespite its

name, the Snowy is a very warm river and 2 swim was most welcome.

It was not very long after lunch that the first obstacle rose
strainght from the water. We weren't particularly in%erested in
climbing 20 feet clifis with packs so we opted to wadé around the
butress. Quiet easy - the water was only about chest dezp. We
continued on our merry, slow way through the gorge alternating between
wading and roclk scrambling until we reached the end-of the gorge and-
the last sheer cliff rose straight from very deep water.

Paul was the tailest and to him fell the honour and responsibility
of overcoming this final impasse. Alas I must report that he failed
to live up to our hopes and expectations. The plan was simple: Paul
would carry each of our packs, in turn, across the river by holding them
above his head and akove the water. He refused, péinting out that his
head would be several incheés below water level. Anyhow we ended up
floating our packs across the river - a most interesting and enjoyable
experience. There was'a. range of techniques: dragging the pack behind,
HSid s*rore, ‘vigourously uushan 1t Iorward and chaqvnq after 1t or :
bunting 1t acrosa'segccr btyle,' !

After‘dnbtber half mile of wander ring down the bank, we set up camp
on the sand in still more rain. The next dag was much finer, and a
butterfly net emerged from Tony's voluminous pack. He also wanted to
look at the rainforest in the area so we explored the next small tributary
with its tall Gsruzdlng 1il1ly piliies, its brillian yellow-green
pittosporums and a slender waterfall. Our botanist was most enthusiastic.
The rest of us ware starting to realise that there were something in things
botanical and were studying most carefully (burpp!--excuse me) the julcy
sweet bilackberriec 2long the creek. While the Snowy Valley was still
narrow and steep, the river had slowed down and widened to form a deep,
dark green lake. We walked quidkly along the sandy bank until we
reachad the junction of the Broadbents River where the valley widens
considerably. We stcpped for lunch.

We spent the afternoon walking up the Broadients River without packs.
The water was crystal clear and rarcly more than knee deep. In ‘ways the
Broadbent River was more spectacular than the Snowy: shady 1illy pilly
glades, towering ciiffs, and a couple of delicate waterfalls. And more
ripe blackberries. We recrossed tihe Snowy and this time managed to
stay a bit drier. Camp was pitched about 30 feet above the river on a
flat area under spreading casuarinas, and overlooking the broad, dark
green Snowy. Most beautiful, we were thinking. And Just as were romarking
about the joy of ot seeing anyone else in this wilderness, Chree bright
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kayaks came skimming across the water. They seemed a little surprised
that anyone would be able +o wall fhrough the gorge--we were a little
surprised to see them sinco we thought the river level would ke too
low for canceing.

Next morning we climbed steeply up throvgh. the casuarinas to an
old jeep track. ¥ore up and un and then onto the Tulach Ard Road and
back to the car.

Rob Cannon
Liz Brown
Paul Hobson
Tony Bishop

P For going home, the diversion Stratford- Maffra - Heyfield -
Tyers ~ Yallourn - Moe secems fairly guick, easier driving and has no
rotten caravans.

"Katuralist's Diary” by Norman Wakeii=ld is well worth reading
for ideas on hikes in Bast Gippsland.

VACKER REEVES ON THE THOMPSON -~ OR - GOODI

(Another canoceing epic starrimg all your fzvourite heros and
the occaisional Olympian)

The trip was off to a good start with ten people and a portable
cassette in a cortina at {owarrs Weir on Friday night celebrating
Ross Seedemana job (looking for nasty Uranium with a nast multi-national
in the Northern Territory) and then Timmy Xughes in his kayak on top
of his car ...., {and he doesn't drink gither). HNext morning it was
off to Bruntione Bridge and the start of the trin to the ery of "are
there any petrol stations cn the way?"” (Rapid Circa 8.30 am).

The river was low se one could eniov the uiet valley with its
steep sides, rock slides aznd the ocead = basking in
the sun. This was punetuated with T 88 as that thing
you though was a pressure-wave turned out to be a Hidden rock. After
lunch we approached the gorge where the river funnels in £

50 or 60 feet wide tc being only 10 or so ... all in one grad 4 rapid.
There was the usual hard swallow of the seasoned paddlers and some

excess of heavy breathing and slight secating by our beginners Kate

{see title) and Fiona. Apart fror a large increase in andrenalin levels
all was well, including Rob and, Keren and J Terrel in the CZ who took

a novel detour across the reocks insts d of around then. Fortunately

with the low ievel the gorge was not the 2 'm long chute of turbulent
water it is at higher levels and

Everyone was relieved that their bozis was not added to the

2 and 3 foot sections of thres other hoats that were littered alomg
the gorge, or that they were not walking out like the four paddlers
whose three kayaks we saw 30 foot up from the river at one spost. We
socn witnessed in amazement the emergence of the greater Kate REEVES
resplendent in a size 87% (at least; jumper and large white (well polka
dot dirt) track suit bottoms ripped to the, knees and sporting a large

H

O
n
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brown (?) stain over the bum ! !

14 -

' 1 She soon

famous remark (on seeing John Templer's T-shirt

on it) "Oh were you in the Clymp
"Of course” from*the multitude st
(it runs in the family you know!)

After a capsise less than 1
and the Triple Stager (a grade 4
only four of the eight paddlers d
to the last rapids of the trip.
when Kate got stuck under her boa
the bag which came out of her boa

Here we end our tale with t
minded conoeist struggliing the 1la
Cowarr Weir,

ice?" The sni
i1l had her co

JUNE *75
bl L= SN 2 )
launched into that
with "Munich Olympicg"
cker and resounding
nvinced the nexc day

0 feet from camp by our female heroine

rapid with thr
id half the 1a
Here there was

ee 3-6 feet drops) where
St stage backwards we came
a herecic same by Ross

t for a looooong time ...... He saved

t while Kate g

hose tired, ga
st three pile

J Templer

ot herself out.

tisfied and Very conservation
to camp along the flar
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SOLO: " | REG MARRON

My fingers numb with cold, fumble with the ropes as I rig
another of wany abseils.It is 33;00awm and I am shiveriag in
the dawp cold of a chimney.Bach abseil rings the water from
the rope and-spills it into wy crotch.My pack,loaded to the
1imit, threatens to turn we upside down as 1 decend deeper
into the Gorge.
By &he light of my headtorch I pick wy way across the huge
halfway terrace known as Furher ledge and continue for two
ucre rope stretchimg rappels which finish at the beginning
of an immense. corner which marks the start of the climb.I
arrive soaking and with second thoughts.
I have.come alone to do a climb known as Ogzymandias Direct.
J000ft. long,it occupies the longest section of +the North
wall of Buffalo Gorge.The climb ig reached by decendin
down & long pillar known as Comet Ramp,itself a2 cliwmb;The
Main feature of the route ig that it-%ackles a multiple
roof section two thirds up the face,making climbing above
this extremely committing. = :
The overhangs above and the particular problems they would
present are far from my mind as I game at the rock of the
first pitch in front of we.Arranging wy pre-planned belay
systeu,I set out,free climbing over wet and greasy rock
leading to the main corner.Upon reaching it the banging
begins as I drive home the first of many pitons.I have
brought about 65 pitons and I5 chocks which I hope to wuse.
As the cliwb invelves predominantly pitdns it places great
importance on my hammer so I have packed a spare in uy “pack.
The pins go in one after another and I begin to gain height,
it is growing light as I rapell down the first pitch to begin
¢leaning (removing'the'pitonS)aThe‘top is still shruoded in
- migt,but élsewhere the sky is clearing and my worries of bad
weather are put aside as I get down to work. ‘

Back on the hanging stance,I carry out what would become the
hardest job on the climb,that of sack hauling.I have planned
to' spend three days on the climb and with food,water,hamnock,
duvet,half-bag,raincoat and spare gear it is hard work, .
At work <(n the second pitch,voices waft ug from below.I+t is
another party coming to attewpt the same climb.There are
three of_thew,but wy lead cancels any immediate problems of
passing.The third pitch,described as the 'crux',lives up to
it"s reputation as the aids become noticably thinner.A slip
‘in concentration,a blind lead up the wrong crack system
delays me an hour while I regain the line,and it is not
until late afternoon that I finally pull onto the sloping
grassy ledge and the site of my first bivouac..450 £+. up.
vuspending my hammock from twe pitons (one rather doubtful),
I settle down to a well earned rest,only to be violently
awoken when the 'doubtful piton parts company with the rock
sending wy duvet and halfbag to the bottom.Drugged by sleep,
I re-erect my bed gnd sleep.....a little colder.

Morning is heralded by shouts frowm -the South side of the
Gorge where Tourists have gathered to watch. the climbing
“madwen’perform.Not one to disappoint the creowds,I open

the ach-with a 'crap' before breakfast! Looking over the
ledge whilst in the widdle of answering nature's eall,l
notice my halfbag entangled in a tree a few feet below and
after a short absell recover it but it seems my jacket has
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Solo cont'd.. e e U

been lost to the Gorge.There i1s no time to ponder on whether
or not to go down and have a look ,so I rack up for another
day of pounding rock.Today things go more smoothly as _a
steady rythum develops.Select a pitonjdrive it homej;clip in
etrier;steg 1ips el in in;clig.in rope and so on and on,and on
and gradually the rope feeds out,. ; :

Two pitches later I have reached the first roof section.i
long bolt ladder up a smooth arete leads to the first roof
which is tackled through the fault line running across 1it.
Stepping out onto the first roof pin brings on a great feeling
of éxcitment and fear as you hang suspendéd from such a small
piece of steel spinning around 600ft. above the deck.lt takes
we quite awhile to rationalise the exposure as I continue
gorogs the roof and up the corner above on good aids to a

- string of bolts spread across the wall below a huge block
(the second roof),this is to be my bivouac site tonmight.

T am very tired now and it is dark,but wy pack is below and

T wust keep moving.Decending around the roof,I can see far
below the lights of the second_party.Thev are on the sloping
ledge and aré preparing for sleéep,almoss asleep wyself L
fgil to notice that I have not clipped the haul rope to the
sack and as I release it,1it swings out into space and out of
reach leaving me holding the bag.As punishment for my blunder
T must now carry it with me as T de-pep.I finish exhausted
and collapse into my green, cocoon of a hammock which swings
gently over the void below, -

I awake to the sound of hammering beneath me,the second
party are on the move,peering over the edge of my lofty perch
T am confronted with an uninterupted view,800ft.to the bottom,
‘Somehow, the exposure does not fully register after two days of
it already,still,it is very impressive, , -
I pack quickly for the last tiwe for today I must reach the
‘top if T am to keep to wy schedule.Also,l .am almost out of
water with three difficult pitches ahead of we.l wmove off
arount the second roof and up to a deep overhang which only
accepts endways bongs on the very lip of the crack.,lt takes
ages_to get above this section which is followed by another,
equally difficult sectign.l am reall beg1nn1n§ to feel the
ace now,3everc cramps force me %o stop every few winutes,
he 811n§§ of gear cut deegly into mg shoulders and it geeéus
that I wril ne¥er finisn the pitch ,but then the two bolts
appear and I can have a short rest. _
The thought of returning to clean the pitch _uwakes ume feel sick,
but therée is no way of avoiding it go down I %0 a%aln.The next
_ 1tc% brlngs,m% gofa 1a¥§e %ed%e @ndhthﬁ_fﬁTS St id grgun%{for
ngth?gggg atd br%ngggg e c%gseglgg tﬂel%op%sisgggph%%r h
voices and hurry to complete the last moves,pulling over
the lzst holds I am greeted by.a large group of Tourists
and Cliwmbers... _ e
. Handshakes,drinks all around,smiles,photos and con
-gratulations.

“Much later as I lie in my tent,I have time %o look back and

reflect.The climb was over,but not the experience,for my

whole body chewistry kept on reacting hours after I had
stopped climbing.

e e e e et o e s i . sk i i i S SR A A TV e S S s S S . T W G il D U S O S i ik TR S e e S

SUMMARY: O7 YMANDIAS DIRGCT FINISH IOOQFT. (M4) FIRST
' 80L0 ASCENT,DONE OVER 3DAYS INVOLVING 2 BIVOUACS
COMPLETED 30/4/75 - : |
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BOCK REVIEW

"THE ALPS AT THE CROSSROADS' by Dick Johnson

Victorian National Parks Association, Melbourne, 1974

This well illustrated survey of the history of the
Victorian Alps is an interesting addition to the conservation
type of publication now available. It is an overall survey
of developments in the alps since the coming of the white
man to Victoria and as such, is a worthwile book for anyone's
library. !

The kook is clear and photos excellent but the book has
faults. These lie in the verbose nature of the text and the
attempt it makes to be all things to all men. On the one hand.
the miners, loggers and farmers have.all been part of the
history of the alps, but the book fails to relate these
activities to its policy on wilderncss management made in
Chapter I. Despite this, it is an important and informetive
statement upon the Victorian Alps.

Sue White
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ST0F PRESB: wivus

Fwoer s of the 2b Hour ¥alk are:

PLaCTIG HakiiS PEACH=D W0. . 800LL
I Tarr, Dent, Tatchell - 3o 36
2 ~ Thilipr, Smackman . 3
3 B Cannon, Schaap 33 33
L I Lawford, ‘eate ' Eas 32 ,732
5 - wﬁitfore, abell, ferr S e

Jacobs, “andg(Smith, irotm) 30# © 0

™
n

7 3 usnker, .nker, Findlay _ 30 30

8 L ' iioorey ! ‘urrav : R 30 _ 30

9 E ';scott, .hitfora, {Cotts) 30 30

o 5 | Cakes, Jahnke - - = 30 0

IT 6 | "arris, Young 7 3 30

Iz 7 “ilron, Plundy, O'ieagher, Stono, 30 30
(Iynette, Cowell)

13 wrcher, g2 burng “artnik 28 28
iy lusiky Georege, (Frite, achby) 28 28
I 8 Yuill, Tavlor, (Uaddy, fuckland) 2l eh

: [T P M50 = G

1¢ 9 thitey Jamcs, Corry - 23
#7 10 ymons, Tiercv, scens, Sterart 23 23
18 I Trother, Kennedy, Ginn 23 23
19 ' davie, rezise 23
20 Feller, Kerr 227 £CF
21 I2 fpain, kelro, londerson, ‘eccombe,(Storer):ss 22
22 I3 Patrick, ‘alker, (.ndrovs) 2¢ 22
23 I4 riddle, Lilev, iLivingstone, (Gillinsham, 27 22

LYers )

2L Lyon, “undell P2 2%




2l llour Jalk “esults {continued)

3 | e VG By OOV
?L-fic I.iG i"u_"'..,'-’ii::tr, : ,Lu whatiiad B u; xﬁbim

Cruikshank, ‘acprsgor P 22

‘ilson, Cochrsnc 20 20

i sonnelly, CGrice, hillios, Yomlins 20 20
ime, TYsilemanis,( codvwell ) 22 I9

s irystyn, (sborne s I9
tockerill, ‘reher 20 I7

hite, oberts, Jones g 15

~arriron, Clutterbuck 15 15

3 nrmsbrong, Tomlins 50 T0O

16 ¥ell, Jhast I i0
lemnletony Coventry, horpe, ainsvorth 70 10

“mith, iilondas EE I

{lames in brackets “ropped out en route)

Hobe— “he wap in the arca ol checkpoint 3T =8 found to bu inaccurate
in that some [leaturce ore dfstorhed in size although in roughly
correct rezlative nositions. The actnal creck junction is about
250 yds. South of the position sho:m (relative to the road),
fovevery since {a) this didn't change the placings any, (b) If the.
man is at fault it is impossible to define it uc correctly nlaced
or othervise, {c) it was roushly correct {to 2. our standardsz 7 )
(d) iveryonc .ho went on found it anwiay, I have left it asisy
Checkooint 21 w=s probably a sliphtly sinmilar ecace, but was correct
@#ithin a reasonable warsin,

T anplaud the ilashhouse staff as they stayoed avake ¥longer
than angon: else =and kont the hot nles comine t£i11 the final gonge
Rove to sec them again next ycarz Than'cs 2lso zo to the caterers

sie White and Clore vorton, loch ilson for providin: chesp mapse tape

etca,and to course checkers Tuurd “nockstra and arnold “hoeler,



:
=4
= :
e

- E 5 - -
. . - 5
I : ; g 3
i .
N ¥ B s - . z
E ; : E s 4 ... . -
., % ‘/-\
. : . el a5
q 4
¥ - : i
-
f' -
i i 7 E




MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY MOUNTAINE TERING CLUB

CLUB CONTAGT SYSTZM

+ PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY AND LEAVE THIS INFORMATION WITH
THOSE AT HOME OR WITH ANYONE FLSE WHO IS LIKELY TO WORRY .

Occasionally on a Club Lr¢p, an unforeseen delay occurs resulting in
the party arriving back in Mclbourne much later than anticipated. There
is also the very slight possibility that. the party might not arrive back
at ‘=11, To cope wztn VHGS sltuations, the Ciub has = CONTACT SYSTEM which
operates @s follews

Before a trip, the Trips Secretary or the Lcador g¢cbs the contact
the details of the trip {(i.e. 1ntundud route, mode of tr ansport, when
cxpected back, any anticipated difficulties etc) togethier with a list of
names, addresses & phone numbers of thosec going oén tna trip. Qs soofn as
the party returns to Melbou urne, or in the casec of a trip being overdue,
a5 scon as the party reaches civilization, the leader notifies the contact,
If the party is long overdue, the contact makcs arrangements for.g search
to be initiated. ' :

This procedure applies primerily to van trips. For trips invelving
a largc no. of private cars, arrangements are made among the party to-
QUsUre every car arrives safely at a main road, and should any mishap
(1ike mechanical breaidown n) occur thereby Qelgyln- the return to Melbourne
it is. the respo ngibility of those in the car to.notlf‘ the contact who
can then notify the parents of all concerned. :

All/ enquiries by parents and others. concerning
the safe return of a B should be wmade directly
to the club contact who is the person most iikely
to have any information. Under no circumstances
should the police be contacted as they generally
jknow nothing about the trip and such action oo uld
resuld din uamaglrp publacn by,

For ”5,'t Club.Contact is

=Gill e
PHONE NO: 347“2371{







. arctic bag

* For sub zero temperatures and high altitudes. Cellular walls form

"» lengthwise flutes, this stabilises the filling, ensuring even insulation
and maximum resistance tc cold throughout. There are no cold
spots on the stitching, not even on the side seams because of these
walls. The quilted flap hood is fitted with a draw tape and permits
almost complete envelopment of the sleeper except for a small
breathing aperture. When tied, the end allows no heat loss, however,
in hot weather, the down can be compressed to the bottom and the

~d left open for ventilation, this makes the Arctic a dual purpose
i pag.

wcatl

walled, hooded

combination bag

B S

Kimpton SLEEPING BAGYS

Walled construction, the same as our Arctic bag. This hooded bag unzips to open into

S oo -

snow bag

er bag.

opened out to make a 6' 6" x 5° warm, light eiderdown, equalling
'the warmth of two pairs of blankets. For caravaning or camping pur-
poses, it is simply zipped together, forming a single sleeping bag, or

rogmy double bag, capable of accommodating two adults or three
children. Needs no bedmaking.

a blanket. Or, you can zip two bags together to make a double bag. Superdown filled

[b) Single sleeping bag
T unzipped, opened
- out

Filled with 2%Ib. superdown.

Body of bag cut 6'6" long x 32".
Total weight of bag 5% Ib. -

For skiers, bush walkers and sportsmen who want warmth without
weight: Fitted with an inside closing zip and adjustable hood. An
added feature is the heavily padded, circular foot panel, for protec-
tion in cold conditions. Supplied with our special waterproof contain-

> . _J

AR
{c) Combination of two

opened out bags,
zipped together
NS

Economic Down Quilt Co.

39 Sackville Street; Collingwood, 3066.

twe bags opened out, can be zipped together, forming a perfect
Phone: 414878



BEGINNERS! OUR ADVICE IS

FREE
CALL & MEET OUR ACTIVE & EXPERIENCED STAFF.

INSPECT OUR WIDE RANGE OF
BUSHWALKING, CLIMBING, CAVING GEAR!

~ — OUR 2ND FLOOR SHOWROOM —
SALES:— Catalogues and pamphlets on request

MAIL ORDER SERVICE:— Prompt attention but

full details please

HIRE DEPARTMENT:— Tents, Rucksacks, Sleeping

Bags, 8R Stoves, — Excellent gear at moderate rates.
“SEE THE PEOPLE WHO CARE"

molony’s

197 ELIZABETH STREET MELBOURNE .
OPPOSITE G.P.O. PHONE: 67-8428




