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Suspended at thirteon-hundred metres above ses level,Thwaite's’

+s about as big as two footbell fields joined end to end.In fact you
couid play footy hers if you ¢id not mind the {venty degrse slope in
some places. Lost of the plateau is coversd by & blankei cf snow
gress. The presepnce of this delicate but hardy wegeiotion indiceles

that the plateav, oz a plece whick affords superb views across the

-

G 5
subpolar oceans south of Tesmania, finds tﬁelf sibigct to the wcrst

weather thet the westerlice can

P
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That evening was one of those £ew occaslons when ithe almost

indefatigable harshnoss of Thweite¥s platesu wes repiaced by an

inviting tendernsss. These were the thoughts which wexe celmliy

g

soothine e wheni aratresirtnas onranca @
He sat

Vﬁh E o E hed been aloms.

eny need ta. B'zﬁh%r of

Wit e subtie

end far more sawrwaflmg then the coarwensss of words or the intensity

of eye contact. This type of commanication has to he felt before it
can Le un i*rsuuauo it occure where tle comuunicators sbere’ the same
experience and whilst no words gre spoken esch perscn is comscious
that the other or othcrs ove erperisucing glnller enovions.] was
quietly pleased, end surpriced,zs tis charing ccourred, Hot evena
with Hobby,dn the twma srorvor 40aEi%e had eohet doonthor in gouth-west
Tesmania,bad I been able to comrunicate in this FET. I was loving it.

Sudﬁe;ly Jobn, o5 he introduced hiﬂﬁ@“f} ;71@*12& Tomidpdeudine
Softlﬁ,I-reasaured hip thet he was Bot iztru &1ru, A et sﬁdly silence
once again cnveioped us. As we ga&ad over tne foothills s ve%chlng
to the ogean the cum dropped bheneath {the thin layer of cla ¢ that

hgvere& ust abgve the horizon.The £1ucfy bally of %m&s.al@u& bank G

=

took on & goléeﬂ hue whilst the glawing aﬁi into raﬁch ‘the sun had
transformad, offsed the suco 3a1vé'%awm af f@o‘ 1113 éy *1v¢ng each

(=
of the three rows a different shade. ﬁhe gffﬁ + of this was to makeée

each row seem lilke a cardbozrd cukox

)

on our right. This bmz&




i was easad cut of this wander:fu}. s:t,tuation as the sun. descended
beneath the horizon. John and I smiled at each other,a gesture of
thanks and appreciation, and departed aepa.rately. Retm-ning to my
tent I thought about the crazy people who had remained with:Ln the
sheltered confines of the scoparia forest campsite. These people were
crazy because they had missed an opportunity to really live."People
can be really dumb sometimes,” I '@;hought to myself.
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- almogpt contilaucus. rapids 24
5. This frip wes thé sdbje

excited children end b2e¥-helli

A 1OWG WMEREID IN HOVEMDER
“ {dadicated te 2 clapped eut Subaru

: %g‘ An ﬁa“§§ ‘st high wmater -

w

The grestest weekends paddiisp elrce a

tevela cn the Swampy Plains =nd tie a rray .;gs",_a{
- wonderful cgecticn of river on the up ral kilcaeters of - . °

it
: Db, : W11
vet my appatite way backuifien i InirdtFoopar HLHs eviey was a bit
exaggerated. HNonetheless it was Cistressing to e=e the number of pebple oo
the river who ought not to have boen there, dneluding one cheracter iz a
blow-up cance whe had chogen ot to wear o Lalvet and spother clevexr
individual who asked 1f we could sporz a length of rope 8o he could tie hia
paddle to his boat "like a surf-zkier”!! s ;

‘arguably ‘grads .

Both the Ewompy Plalns snd the Indi (as the Kurrey 1s called st its
headvaters) drain the western edge of the divide underneath the shadow of Mr,
Teoelusko, The drive in affords spoctecular views of the gnow-clad Main Range
204 winds threugh a lower alpine forect full of sprimg regrowth.  Tom Groggle
campslite, the gterting point for the Todl trip, 18 only a3 aceant twsniy minutes
drive Irom Thredbo village. : S

These rivers require only a' gingle dey each, 1f the party is experienced and
reascuably early starts are made, but in both cages the trips are teatally as
#ell as phyeically ezhausting. o '

From the start the Swaupy Plains 1s a kayaker's delight: the water is always

moving, always turbulent, rocivina cemmmone oo oopgon eo directicn,

cdjustments of stirepsth and length of stroke... . The firet few kilometres

follow the edge of Swarpy Plaing, pzst Ceelbi hut and several other of the

kistordic huts now cared for by the Hosclusko Huts Ascoelation until it is met

by a logging track, which was marked by «&ipatticplerly insss experience,
= o e : B Laicgus & .
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TIATY

A very afﬁiéiéihaign cn the bank reeds U
WATER",. Erected ‘beside sald ofpgn wmais 'l

tent, comnlete with thzce~-tiered -

7 OUN:
sach

1

ang : : &) & ; ,
yous goin’down dd° rapids?’ acid  "de-TaSihiy " exciting'” I pulled put
to adjust the bracing on the Club's rew Yhite-water Fvuropza, which I was
paddiing for the flrst time.  They seoped te be unzccountably Interested in
the proceedings, vntil I noticed the alab of Fosters cans in the water over
which I must heve paddled to the homk.

Shertly thersafter the country ciosed in ard for quite somz time the river
twisted sud plunged through magnificent featuresz — boulder gardens, drops and
narrow chutes abounded, the pronite veurded and emoothed by the water and the
banks a pockst of tomparace palm forest. Davil's Grip Corge gave vz the best
ruas, the large volum® of water squeezing throush the most choted fedtures, at |
one polnt diving completely down a sink hole pmder a boulder comparable with
those matking the beginning of "the Liftover” rapid on the Nymboldd - the only
abzolutely esseantial portage of the trip. Even through to the finigh the
Interest rarely wanéd and =o wore soryy only For the overcast andl occasionally .

vindy weather, though that is almost s €act of kayoking 1life dewn here.

i

Among the many atiractiomns of paddling in this region are thot the rivers are
80 cloze together. The Indi runs siwost parallel to the Svampy Plaine, ‘
serarated by a few ridges, so w2 were able to comslete the car ghuffle for it
ghat afternoon hafore clibing the Alpive Way te Tom Groggin, dimmer, beer andf
ed. i

‘Bagakine, which . .
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LT s g bl bor Rarider (bluw up té;uue, padulie rope cuo..
eoni~ihuted puch important information as that Dr, Sir Joh had been reeleozi~d,
the Queensland Canoe Polo team had come second in Sydney, the week-end befors ?
and that the Thredbo river was worth looking into for a paddle while we were
in the region. We let them gain a good margin before setting off. ° %

Although the surroundings of the Indi are much less attractive than the Swampy
Tizins, the paddling more than' makes up for it, being considerably more
Cezzading. A geal launch from the bridge shortly downstream reésulted #u a
brogen paddle and a run back to the car for our spare for Warrem. The
diastance to be travelled is also much greater on the Indl and, apart from the
vridge and an early stopper, it takes quite a while for the river to show its
testh. Nevertheless, the volume of water demanded our constant attentiom,

make a very happy party.

Areanpining with the sunshine and blue skies

1

”fﬁauptfyﬁﬁinally closes in and the
the experience woves out of daze and-
2r over the drops making rollihg pressure

Ta e spray

iode , the compressed -

" joy = the rock of

“your. face and the gun on your -
‘smelling’ the water in wotion, = .

s guy think he 182/ /5616 manl)

the' paddle in your hand,
iﬁg’s ¢ Seeing > heﬂ};ﬁ{s: ¥
T kayakers® l1ive fo (E

fii12 are no totally unpaddleable sections on the Indi, but much of it 1s very
oding. 1o particular a rapid called "Hole in The Head” and the sections
tullowing it require well-developed skills in reading the water, selecting
sultabie lines and adhering to them through water which is big, white sad
fazt. The paddler must be able to read and react to the forces in the water
A8 chey wove, instantly and correctly. One is often submerged, frequently
span azound or tilted and always alert to steer and gulde the boat.

£

~ was very glad to be in the Europa. though it was an unfamiliar hoat, it
ceTiainly came out.of the weekend test run with flying colours. With its high
volume znd sizeable rocker, I would put it second only to the Dancer im
plactie vhite-water boats, while the amount of gear -1t could carry would nmake
it euperlor for extended trips. I have yet to see how it handles when, loaded
vp. Toe only criticiem is that even in the white-water version there a5
ineufficient bracing, which contributed directly to an unintended and quite
uuuccessary swim when I attempted to roll out of a pin - the indignity! We
peased the Sydney specimens about half way; one badly-damaged boat, several
wincr Iimjuries and frayed nerves already, with the “"best” part yet to come! .
3 30 came across a gentleman paddling, portageing and dragging his kayex

-

We al

upsiresm. Apparently he hadl taken his helmet off for some reason when doing

the trip the previous day and had placed it on his splash cover. It had

 prompily been washed overboard and sunk, leaving him with an eight hour walk

_ 2vE to get anothet ome. He had returnmed with it the next day to retrieve his

 boat, btut being.alone, had decided against continuing down the river asm so was

- tryleg to reach a track some distance back upstream. Our offer to take him '
with uo was declined. We did not have the heart to tell him about the

o Inlestation of blackberries around the ‘fext ‘cormer. v . LG

' ‘ This person, who will remain nameless also went out with a grqéinént
tl2 canceist in the club) j

The indication that the Thredbo river might make for a good paddlé prompted us
to chect it out om Monday, since we kmew that it followed through some
beauriful sncwgum country and was close to the road for quite some distance.
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from Dead Horse Cap where it meets the Alpine Way to Thredbo village and for
-sohe distance beyond was quite definitely too shallow and would be a very -

difficult river indeed when thers was encugh water. Further down it gave pore
promige, but was still too shallow, considering that &wo of our party were in
fibreglass boats. We also gave some thought to paddling the Goobragandra ¢
river near Tumut, which is reputed to be a good paddle, but the temptation of
substantial amounts of snow still lying on the high country finally gecided us
to put thewm off for another day in favour of some walking for everyome ezcept
me; I had to g6 to Cooma for car repairs. (So what's new!)

From Cooma,  our way home lay via Khancoban, a Snowy Mountains Authority 33#e VLT

support village with an enticing pub.

So that's the story; we had a quick run on thé Kiﬂg river in Victoria on the -
way home and won the best canoe polo match I had played in that night back in
Melbourne. : - et S e '

TORSTEN KREBBS' .




J?_crashlng olt fpr 6 hours prior to
‘river found us at Hermit Creek witi

- ! INDI RIVER 0.395m. S 1
SWAMPY PLAINS RIVER 1.5m. 1 i : 5

"You bastara, I'm going to miss another epic on the Shozalhaven, a potentially
suicidal one at that!" ee... Maybe I could resign agailn, although there's
always ah alternative ... a blackberry infested drain called the Indi with
the SWampy Plains thrown in for aesthetic value.

The road from Khancobzan appeared to breed inumerable wombats and kangarcos
28 we swerved, skidded and halluci ad our.way to Tom Groggin before - S

+ The first two hours on the ol

: roup.dnstructing aspiring
> golo - men/rlver guides in the finer pom e American accent and not
miuch .elses A long rapid towards the en MR rray Gatest signalled the

end of the most exciting section, Blh@%and T Both emerglng from the stapper
with a tailstand. ;

Lunch was a mixture of spaghetti, tuna and cheese jaffles amid rapidly
. retreating blackberries as Bill indulged himself in the latest craze of
.blackberry bashing, Meanwhile I contemplated the overrated 'Hole in the
Head' rapid paddled earlier in the day wondering why we had bothered
looking and hoping the Swampy would be better tomorrow.

The final two hours to Biggara was inconseguential, noone died, the pub
at Khancoban a welcome sight as we stocked up on supplies for a 'mega’
megl at Geehi Bridges

The Swampy Plains was similar to the Indi in the upper reaches with the
blackberries in abundance; bowever the snowcapped Snowy Mountains provided
a spectacular backdrop.

The sign on the riverbank ‘WARNING ENTRY BEYOND THIS POINT AT OWN RISK,
DANGEROUS WATER!.adds a certain aura to the river for those who haven't.
paddled it before., Entering Devils Grip Gorge sees the river change
dramatically with sparkling clear water and enormous sculptured granite
boulders of which Michaelangelo would have been proud.

-The Cranka's C2 encountered some problems resultxng in a few portages and
a very pale Robyn. "You don't want to stuff up here", I said tc Greg and
Julie as the river disappeared under a boulder further downstream,
Nevertheless valient attempts to institute an epic were thwarted as both
Chaplins menaged to recover after being swept the wrong way down the rapid.
The short portage around the blockage is a easy training session for
aspiring Franklin paddlers. culmlnatlng in =m eptlonal seal launch for
reentry to the river.

A snack break enabled me to dlsplay my'photographlc stupidity as I leapt
from one boulder to another in an attempt to capture the Gorge on film
only to receive two cerked thighs, much to the amusement of the remainder
of the party, Robyn also had difficulty with the rocks preferlng to slide
inte the river rather than walklng.

The river continues its scenic,turbulent journey through relatively easy
rapids towards Khancoban. The drlve to Melbourne was a good 6 hours,althougu
1f you run out of petrol it may be considerably longer. '

An excellent weekend was had by all, however the next trlp will need to

be well over 1.0metre to be worthwhile,

A more recent trip to the Indi at 1.3m was significaptly better the rapids
being truly Grade 4 and enjoyable.... the day the V.A.C,A. put out a more
realistic Canoeing Guide instead of overrating rapids canoceists. will be

much better off! Overrating rapids in Victoria can lead to problems if
people venture interstate to such rivers as the Nymboida and Shoalhavens
believing mistakenly that they have paddled sufficiently hlghly graded
raplids to enable them to tackle these rivers . s

A final warning thowesh... dnexperienced paddlers should not be on Grade 4



Wacky Whltu Waterers (Mitchell Prip)

i .
__This was i%t!! 2he first test. A repid called SLALOM . °
Carol, Prank snd I Jelly kneed, butterflicd stonzched peyhed
each other up. @ne by one we faced the throthing peril,
Remember welgat down: aur e DO g and: &eaﬁt ‘Daniciit!
“ It seemed like somothi ;9 ? ek B6aie on 1.7,
- €xcept. this timelih@‘“, 2Ll L theiwaten.It was very
- 6 B s e needed to e

M RES e ERYET ware

wet suite) was Tthe meanest rapid - nat e tane across, The

beginners weres going @ellaﬁ,a.acaucah for 5 fal; in over a Piece

of chocolateﬁQ?”Qﬁ?? We walcued mghusﬁﬂezzly asgthe big men
tumbled, Tan was pushed Gldeways by a pressure wave then became
unbalanced and toppled over. ... hus after o counle attemts a+ rﬁlllng
he finally; recovered.(Wno needs to practise tneir rolllng 111)

The beﬁlmne 8 were foused, dusbled and batterszd around in ihls Yonmis,
. It was great +thalt the comn was jusy around the ca*ﬁﬂr.

mwrﬁw

.c.\.‘t ca '!”3 we [
{sunshine coasst sJ-h:
c.sit's touch tryiﬁ;
brain vag 2% wdr i

-Jung move in .atelyﬁ forsten

v¢ To start blecching his hair?it

in Tietoria, Dsvois scientific

id 19%“¢?}5“?w1uﬂ the relationship
GO0 2 Lire relative o the diameter 5f
fire clrcle °(h13 Paper is _w?ing out bG“lgg) sarol found kayakir~ --
the Mitchell was a "Vesta & veion®, Maflo showed his support for

Tir
3

the Aussi farmers in nic havdchip by buying and consuming

5 kg of stesksiililwha e Torde *“*mﬂwshﬁﬂ} Ioreached the »igh

right for Jife to 4ho T3 (1 Shink Pim is going to come

around because hz gaid ; l@ﬁk;l mu:,J¢u mﬁd he had a vegie

counuermealiE!),iEzank IoB "allawwhg he int ﬂlf&&ﬁ.;.m&ad it lead him -

to dc this trip???g???- v a8 word of aﬁslcson.dot't follow it...,.
2iiil i i :

'jg,‘ LSelidhey were the ones
'-taaﬁiﬁ& aﬁtCE enter“ng B

dnelr kay

f2sc devila, thrill

-

Ba

ig v within us all., The gldies
aier 2 by vlusnebiéing in U6IF Eayaks ofs

.|
[

10md. o on wa mn
aerobatlc 111! His boat Wl
into the watu‘fﬁav His face
Maffo showed ns wheot Tan was
style by geing in berlwardg
an Olympic event.l!iigttegy

PSS

2 T didn't knou tLa Ion did

& £0 that he was facing head fler

8 2 purnt besstroot belour. : i
trying 4o do and Tim added his own oL

. I &nm ?ﬂﬁ*?ﬂg fOTwarj to- this being i

SIS Y ke ? l‘*.,}

=~ '

The trip wes suitably finfehed off by the bﬂVLmﬂ@rs tharkine
the oldies for Their achez, pains, cute, serabches, gprains, b&mps,
gCraps ¢ ann bruigesitil We shsved our appreciation by prﬂsentlng
them with scme cold beersifil,..which vould you be 1¢evq%e found |
growing on a Eroﬁli e Z

LOTsS OF WACKINESS, WHITE WATER AND COLD HEEERS v
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ROCKCLIMBING IN VICTORIA - A Review of some R
lesser Known_cliff%g s

by Adrian Bloch s 5

Heyfield, in Central Gippsland, is the gateway for walkers
and ski-tourers to some of the best parts of the Alps for
their sports. A lesser recognised fact iz that Hey¥ield
is also the gateway to some of the best rockclimbing
. features in the State. The Victorian Alps ‘are dotted with '
" dozens of major cliffs, as well as: literally hundreds of =
! smaller ones. The generally accepted adage about
climbing here is that the cliffs axe mostly too crumbly
or: impossible to get to., :Hearing someone say that, its
. 'a-good bet that they haven't done texribly much climbing
in the Alps. The almost endless supply of cliffs range
in quality from falling down to excellent, access ranges
from death-march to 3 minute walk, and route guality range
from mediocre to three star. There is, in fact, something
for everyonk, from the first-time bumbly to dedicated
hard-man. The best part of it is that most of the chiffs
await discovery and development. ‘ 3

LANIGANS CLIFFS

Just outside Heyfield, right next to the road. Drive Horth
.out of Heyfield along the road to Coongulla (not the Licola
Road). As you créss the Macalister River just below the
Glenmaggie Wier, one sSet of cliffs 1is immediately obvious

on the right. A small track leads tp the base. This has

-a numbey of good hard problems, about grades 15-22, mostly
tope-rope problems though due to the nature of the rock, '
and the agquaduct. Ko restrictions on climbing here, as the
owner, who lives at the top of the cliff, is a climber himeo~t 2
Another set of cliffs about 1 km further downstream (walk
along south bank from read) has a number of good, well
protected beginners and medium routes, as well as some more
bouldery tope-rope problems. The climbing here is also
quite worthwhile.. The third get of cliffs is upstream of
the bridge, on the north bank. Better to leave this cliff
to the scouts who abseil down it, as its crumbly as all

- hell, Ma%_reference_m NATMAP 1:100,000 Maffra DU 833049.
- No climbs over 25 metres in length. Good

 SUMMARY, -~ : .
— . quality climbing if you're in the area or passing
thrgugh, but not worth driving from Melbourne for.

-~

THE SENTINELS / GABLE END

B

Looming above Lake Tali Karng & the Wellington Valley is

a system of cliffs with potential for literally hundreds
of quality new routes. The rock generally appears gcod
though most of it has yet to be climbed. The routes are
generally well protected. Logistics are more of a s
problem here. . Its on the NATMAP 1:100,000 Maffra sheet *
.ref DU 825432 approx. You have to walk in from MacFarlane -
saddle (a few hours with all your gear)(the 4WD tracks are
closed except to management vehicles and cattlemen).
Descending to the base of the Sentinels is not so bad, but
bush bashing around the Gable End can be a real horror,

A trip of three or more days is the go if you want to do

T

a lot of climbing, due to the time consuming access. You ‘1‘§




E S .

4
s want to be prepared for rough weather, freezing cold and . - :.
high winds, and snow even in summer. . .At.1500 metres ins ’ . ®
.+ altitude, the area is under snow for much of the wimter; so f

you'll want to pick the right &
tents on the plains behind t
- of Miller's Hut 1 hours" walk a
- use this hut, as do millions o
~ . in’this part of the country is
~Af you don’t.-get too much climBing done, . .
SUMMARY ~ Exceldent.climbing potential, nc crowds or punks, RN
beautitul views, access mostly straightforward but long. Y T
Extended trips a good idea, rather than weekends. Some
notes and descriptions in Iain Sedgeman's guide "The
Seventy Best Climbs in the Rest 0f Victoria! (copy in
clubrooms - please photocopy it and leave original behind).

e for your trip. Sleep in " D a
entinels or in the luxury
v ; Cattlemen still”
r8). o Being up
ewarding, even

' THE WATCHTOWER / NEILSONS CRAG

Also in the Alps, close to the Sentinels, is the stunning
Watchtower, good views of which can be got from the east
- end of the Snowy Range Airstrip. The Watchtower is at
NATMAP 1:100,000 Howitt mapsheet ref DU 852638 approx,

near the 1351 m survey mark. You can drive a 2WD to
within a couple of hundred metres from the Watchtower -~
leave the car behind at the final steep downhill & uphill

or you might not retrieve it. The Watchtower is a ;
superb feature, with good rock but bold climbing required,
with not so many well protected routes. Access is heaps
better than for the Sentinels, the climbing as good, but not
quite so much potential as the latter. A half hour's

bugh bash further NNE to Neilson's Crdg brings some

broken cliffs, stunning views of Snowy Bluff, but not asm
good climbing, more awkward access, and generally seems less
worthwhile than the Watchtower . = ~ ; .
SUMMARY - Challenging, quality climbing. Ne beginners trips

i here. Better access than Sentinels and most

- other Alpine cliffs - weekend trips worthwhile,

same driving time as for Grampians or Arapiles.
Alpine environment here - nights are freezing. -
However you can camp out of the car. An all

round nice place, :

LITTLE RIYER GORGE -~ EAST GIPPSILAND 7 : A

Literally: acres of vertical rock. One of the biggest cliffs
in Victoria, as,well as one of the most diffieult to get.to. . | B
For the experienced, keen, well prepared party, this cliff S
has one of the best, three star, all time classic routes to
be found anywhere, The Grand 0ld Duke of York has variety,
challenge, fun-and seriousneszs as well as quality all the
way, and the problem of access makes you appreciate it even -
more. The route is well documented in "Mountaineering 78",
"The Mountaineer, April 1986" and in Iain Sedgeman's ‘guide
(all in Clubrooms). . Only two routes are on this ¢liff %o
date, but the rhyodacite type of rock does not produce great :
natural lines, s0 any new routes will regquire some :
considerable study and imagination, and will go at a high k
standard.  The height of this cliff (900 feet) gives the- :
climbing here :a big time atmosphere. There are also many

smaller cliffs with much easier access in the same gorge, :
below the lookout particularly. It will be many years before -y

S —




this area becomes close to being climbed out, developmeqt‘
being sporadic to date. In addition to Little River, £
there are large, cliffed gorges in most of the river

valleys in the Snowy River region, such as Boundary creek,

» Mountain Ck, Meadow Ck, Rodger River. Rock

here will provide endless opportunity for the 'wilderness'
type climber prepared to travel, b
SUMMARY - Beautiful climbing and beautiful surroundings,

access, however, is fraught with difficulty in
the steep terrain a long way from home, The
Sedgeman guide containg the classic 'Duke', but
‘otherwise only scratches the .surface of climbing
‘.. here.  Another climb on:the main eliff is the
~ 'Dirty 0ld Duke! 15 20bm, which takes the

++ Vegetated gully 20m ht of the 'Grand 0ld Duke'.
7 “A helmet in these r gions isiuseful. This ig
as close to wildernesseclimbing a8 one can get
in Vietoria, and has all the Problems, rewards
and dangers of any remote place. '

R G



. vhow various items of maintens

NEWS & VIEWS

TRAVEL COSTS - ' : =

In undertaking any of the rucksack sports within the club,
probably the most significant variable cost of a trip is
that incurred in transportation to the bush. The .l
-combination of long distances and often sub-standard roads
with a heavy load in the vehicle means that car maintenance
costs can be as significent as the petrol cost. .

'fln~d§§§ii9d-Studiés;over~many

“Uthe ‘actudl cost ofVarlehgftriEﬁ
of o0il, trye wear, regiSirationyEnd
Jitems has brought the following,

g pdlimd ) ; S e e :
“occupants is not a good reflection of the real
cost of travel. It leaves the owner of th
vehicle with a significant deficit .

- a division of petrol costs among the passengers
only is also not a true reflection of the actual
cost involved, as this varies with distance

- as petrol consumption varies from car to car, it
would be fairest to sum the totals of petrol and
maintenance costs sgeparately.

For some time now, the club has recommended that travel
costs be shared by splitting the petrol costs of the
Journey among all occupants,in addition to splitting a
maintenance cost per kilometre among all the occupants.
in this way, all participants contribute equally to the
real cost of a trip, irrespective of distance, This
does not, of course, account for increased maintenance
costs due to heavy loads or rough conditions, but these -
factors are somewhat difficult to assess. A flat cost
per distance ensures that the driver or owner is
compensated realistically.as simply as possible.

Having considered the rising costs
has recently medified its policy
- of 4cents per kilometre to 6 cen er kilometre. ' While
__ the Vic Government. is looking fo peg prices %o 6% rises,

_the massive increase on dur side of the fence is die to :
‘the fact that its been some years since the 4c/km. was b
first recommended, and in 1987, 6 c¢/km is a much more
realistic figure.

of liwving, the Club
f a mgintenance charge

In summary, trip travel costs, as recommended by MUMC, are:

Total petrol cost + 6 cents per km
Number of occupants in car




“April 17-21 | -
‘- EASTER VAN TRIPS - Bushwalking (easy, moderate & gun)

CALENDER OF EVENTS e e o "

-

The traditional wvan trip sees heaps ©f members
head off together into a part of Vietoria's bush, with
5-6 different trips of all standards being led. Come ,
along - a great opportunity to learn, expand your : =

0 eXperience, or simply to meet more walkers. N :

~ Canoeing and rockelimbing trips head off in their own
directions over Easter, usua .y with '‘much exertion,

though not so much related. the ‘activity as the

to the clubrooms..

nightlife.  Details - come

May 30-31
et LEADERSHIP INSTRUCTION SEMINAR WEEKQQQ

Designed as an introduction to leadership skills and
theory, as well as a reinforcement of leader's duties.
Potential and existing leaders will hopefully obtain
much by discussing and reflecting on leadership skills
on this weekend workshop.For details, ring the club's
Conservation Convenor, Antony Harvey - 861 5882

May Holidays L
INTERVARSITY CONOEING

4

A & ;
This'is a great opportunity to show off finely tuned
skills, and learn even more about whitewater over the
space of a week, on an unfamiliar interstate river,
competing against other university clubs.

11-12 July (full moon)
The ANNUAL MUMC 24-Hour Walk - event of the year. :

This years event will be in a setting of 50-50 open
forest and farming land, making for an interesting,
unobstructed course, about 130 km from Mibourne.

First held forty-one years ago, this event, the M
Melbourne University‘MﬁﬁntaineeringuCluﬁ 24 'Hour Walk
was ameng d&he first rogaining/orienteering typé events.
In contrast to the scores of competitors who enter ;
this event now, the first 24-Hour saw five enthusiasts e
siruggle through the night in a bizarre test of skill Qs
and endurancer the eventual winner being the organiser ;
of this event! Such were the origind of the now
popular sport of rogaining. 5

e

Our event is a, great opportunity for club members to
meet others, test their navigational skills, eat heaps
of vegie burgers and other good tucker, and to
participate in a tradition. Thie year, an 8-hour
event is planned to cater for all interests. Keep °
this date free.....

et

ot
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August 8-9 ; e
- The PEATHERTOP MIDNIGHT ASCENT . .

Another annu2d bonanza event - Victeria's premier

alpine peak is climbed by the ligh of the full méon, -

to be accompanied by a formal black tie dirner on

Saturday night-at Vicloria's most plush high country

hut, the MUMC Memorial Hut. Staxt training now to | :
be fit encugh for the climb and the festivitieas : )

Late August -
S 3;__QALPENEVINSTRﬁGTIQE:WEEKE%Q;

bing at Mt
frokclimben, = o0
-mountaineering

%Mﬁﬁaﬂbffers'aﬁ;iﬁgﬁﬁdﬁét?ggf

Feathertop, for both rock
8 cl ,!.!. - ‘a e s L

Himalaye . °

. e e et

Iast Saturday in Sentember - it s

¥YPL GRAND FINAT TRIP

Spend the weckend en your favourite activiiy as far
as possible away from the seething hordes and all the
hype they createc at the MCG, Spend the weekend on
Bard, or at the Snqwy, down Scrcoges Vault or on the
Razorback (fFrips for climbers, paddlers, cavers ox
walkers ) ' d

b

November (Post-cxams)

e

SNOWY BLUDE TRIFP

The eanoeing poecial event of the year -~ the perfect :
panacea to forget about thoze February. Special exams! ! |

-

P x
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CLUBROOMS - The MUMC clubrooms, situated on Tin Alley
betwecn the Sports Union and St Mary's
college, are open cach lunchtime (+-2pm)
during term, and usvally on Tuesday nights
as weoll,

Come in any time its open, to meet fellow

climbers, walkers, paddlers and hangers=-on.

The club is well gtocked with equipment
for bushwalking and mountaineering, and
this is avallabdble at & reduced cost,

Please note that it is striet Cluh

policy tpa% Ciub equipment may only be

used by HUMC members and only on :
official Club trips{ Thers is pgexception, ©©

i




PEANUTS

homn

LWHAT (M SAYING, CONRAD 15

KNOWING WHAT TO- -+
{EAVE BEHIND CAN -
ALSO BE 1M .

FOOD AND WATER,OF
COURSE, ARE ALWAYS
A NECESSITY.. MAYBE

OMPASS...

ENOWINS WHAT TO '\
BRING ON A HIKE IS
VERY IMPORTANT..

|THAT IT L6AS NOT NECESSARY
TO BRING A SUNPIAL!

-

L

el o © 1606 1mites Faniors Syecsinins. -
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iV.aload) ‘was to tie the: back*qf the fi

It was three hundred metres of vertical elevation from the rlvsr
. to the rim. We were at the bottom of the Shoalhaven Gorge in
N.S,W. There was only road access to the top. There needed to .be
a massive haulage of boats and equipment..... an envigorating
way to finish a 3 day canoe trip. With our rabbit, Andrew Maffett,
having been despatched to fetch the car(another flrewslde yarn)
- the three of us remaining :set_about the task of lugglng the
1ast two fully loaded boats to the top. :

£ e ol fter a short discu531on,.we:declded that ‘the best way of o
'1;earrying both boats in one. trip( {flnlshlng the job in one

s 84 boatto the front of the
 second and procee& up- the track in Indian file. Like three :
savagers carrying two freshly killed boars é#ch slung from a
pole through the jungle and back to the village, we made a
-start on our monumental task.

The aim was to rotate.positions.... the lineup in order to
. share the burden. It was cbvious that the middle posltlon would
be the heaviest. Rowan, the youngest and thus requlrlng the most
character building, bore the honour of starting in the middle.
He didn't last long!!!!! This position(infact the whole set up)
was excruciating. Breaks were called every three minutes as the
tendons knotted progressively tighter and tighter.

Two hours and many negroes later we were stewing in the filth
of 'our own sweat and still going up!!!!! The top just came to
v1ew as the sun was settlnﬁ.

"Aaarrgghhh!!" a cry of pain, relief, anguish then outright
horror as.the rope tying the two boats together broke. One of then
went crashing and slithering away down the 45° slope in the darkness.
Silence of the shock followed as we consided the prospect of
bringing the boat onto the track from its position 50 'metres
below. We decided that Rowan and I should take thae remaining
boat up the final 15 minutes to the top and ‘'return with the-torch
and rope to perform the rescue.,

" MQh nolitm : ' e i : -
Bump,  crash, sllde.........cra%h glither, slither......slide,crash,
bump......311ence. The boat we were carrying had fallen. This time
it had fallen so far that we couldn't see 1t 1n the gloom. Thanks
for the hero antics McKenzie,

Rowan and I hurried back with the torch and rope, Still can't
see it. Rowan lboked decidedly pale as his new boat lay some
undetermined distance down into the gorge. £ |

Another hour went by with Rowan throwing stones and yell;mé,t
"And don't come back until you've found itiiite
We finished totally exhausted.

Maffo, after running 30 km, returned shortly after with the
car. He accused usrfor belng wimps(more llkely fucking idiots!?! )

DEVO




Climbing at a Tropical Resoxt o
Gladstone, as-a town, would sezm to have everything going
. for-&t. . Look on the map - its cn ‘pe Queeraland coanty at

”‘the Tropic of C.nr%carn, ana clca rrier Rﬁum-

: ", _nprpe*;-{*'
.mectory,t‘ € ﬁrmli
biggest alumlpa iacﬁ Ty Sy Y mcfmaﬁ
' “to be wanting to get out a town s0 eulc lv after naving
driven so lang to get there.

 .%elbourn

We'd come to Queensland, we'd climbed atb “ref Sutitreos, and
we!ld climbed at Kanq&rec Point {(the Qld CQH&V&L@RV of
having cliimbed at Arapiles and Hanginge Rock), we knew
what clizmbing was Ju»uu ur here. Ow qo we tﬂfv?ht It
was the lovely megort adator

in our expectetions aralﬁa Har. BF 7:39 eaw;en the
clouds of smog 2zl powar pylona,az you g Y3 irom
your dream town tovards Yavwon, & minia «-:aif
ha aiecf" pawpa

1_--: R

200 metre eclilfs emefg@a above % ; nango
plantations. Having bhesn Tsld for thia
discovery, Mt lagoon l oked like ¢ the drive

throvgh Gladstone worthwhile af

Tike eager young oy agcu*r« W digobot,
gteary Holden end bounded a ack in the

5**@0%10 of the peak, sox A

some cCﬂml”?”““1€ %¢*iitﬁ eiv honrst walk

in end cub ol uonm* ZEE R ¢ up and down
o

;mtk againg 8%ill vay

4972} case when one thing
“ivg of u8 bed left
now, with ne <race

7 1 hin.to cavrg

“”uﬂLT:ﬁ“ﬁt L ¥We

steep slopes, we vaut;
oif in the di?ua“uka‘ £tz is
ECER Wrenz, ﬂ“P“y;“aLM gle D¢

the Pars but theve were onlyl f

of: Medes, To Nﬁﬁ@-ﬁ:ik:::ua“ .
the bag w1+4 all thed
‘pushed Gﬂ_rwbarrlﬂﬁﬂ_rii

Lot of

-

The'éle;é'af'thf track in cr@ﬂﬁeé 1% 0o uneﬁr?air torma, and
only afver much vheezing and gasping botveesn expleti vaa.dld

we find ouxselv s close tc the c)iff Here our worst fears

were realised -~ we would have %o bush bash to the base
Queénslaﬂd?a vegetation is very diverae, and this ?lace.ia
no exceptloda? The variety af thorny. spiked pricklebushes

wonld malke apnz thicls skinnad botsntet Gugal Sallnsscl fiiwas
certainly happy that I was wearing oy strerocot pair of
shorts. We really had no choice =~ we'd come all this wayr.
so in we went. At

We stood at the bage of the cliff, a variety of criss-cross
patuerna etched into our bright red legs. We could see
the great central line that we'd bcen ﬂyﬁ*ﬂr frem far awayh
it looked tempiing. Yot so temonting was she 20-30 metres
between it and us, oo ? rated by vicious man-eating scrub
and pricklebushbes. Wo abhandoned the line and decidad we
ghouid staxrt climbing from where we wWere. ‘ :

We lifted our eyesc to peruse the cliff abeve us.  The alab
was gmooth, blank, with nc protection to be scen. . The

situation called fof some raficnal hinking. With 211 the
boldness of the invrepid,

. -
Tgaieod jmhen T

e e

;¥.
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"

. suggested to Matt that he should go first. His enthusifsm
~ was overwhelming. . : -

Up he went, zig-zagging left & right, looking for a break,
a crack, a cheance for a rumner. I casually paid out thé
. rope despite the redundancy of my posiiion as belayer as
.. Matt climbed 10 metres,.20 metres, sti vitheut any
. rumners. . Our tropical holiday became a bit
- 8low,. .careful climbing was the ke S
_potential mwarginal placement seemed-more
< wds worth; s8¢ ag better to kee
‘‘place a runner. that wouldipop ot :
bingo - a No 1 Priend place The renewed
enthusiasm of a second chance in life got Matt motoring
.up the cliff to the end of the rope.

At 45 metres, Mati still had 10 metres to go to a convenient
. belay. Not wishing to alarm Matt, I had to move quickly.
. Quietly, I undid the belay, packed the rucksack, and ‘
started moving up the cliff, climbing in tandem until,
after a short while, he could stop and belay me. Not
recommended in the text books, but a convenient tactic
nonetheless. ' :

The second pitch was a joy, and all mine. The rock had
changed character ~ wes more btechnically difficult but

well protected, with little of the seriousness of the

firat niteh, Intricate route-finding, blind moves

around bulges, delicate face moves combined with friendly
cracks acc®pting many runners. The magnificent view opened
up, with the sea thousands of feet below. An eagle glided
by. This was thres-star climbing, on a cliff which was
ours alone (Asking Queensland climbers later scemed to
confirm the originality of our discovery -~ none of them had.
even heard of this place). s |k £ .

- After 100 metres of climbing wa comld unrope and scramble
 the steep slope to the top.  As we neared the summit, I  °
felt a wave of exhillaration cross me with an exciting
- sthought - there counld be no better way of capping off a
superb days' climbing on a new cliff than %o stand atop the
remote summit of a distant mountain, far away from any
breath of ~civilisation. My pace quickened. Just a few
more steéps to go. And suddenly, there we were, on the
summit of this "ild' peak, complete with Telecom repeater
station, rows of solar cells for power, and if that - :
wasn't demoralizing enough, the bloke up there out for a
walk with his dog brought me back to ecarth with a thump.
Submissively, we wandered back down the track, through the
rows of pawpaws, and made our way back to the lovely resort
of Gladstone. : ;

Adrian Bloch
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s YET ANOTHER MITCHRII TRIP e

Sick & tired of the chlorinated Tuesday night scene, we
were keen to paddle a real flowing river again, so Devo's
trip to the Mitchell seemed to be the way to go. %

Exams, low river level and good snow conditions combined to S
1limit trip numbers to the desperados. Two of the Chaplin
- ¢lan and ourselves decided we leaveiearly saturdsy . -

“morning while Devo & Gerry h on wﬁ.(aim”st‘certéinlyg}

we headed off ;
- in:bag, stuffing

e finally : :
Bbout A30 ~ v
en more of a handful

for Julie to organise tugn Grigor!
Paddling was uneventful except for the sub-zero temperatures
and constant threat from the flecating pack-ice. The
; playful polar bears (???9-ed) .delighted in upturning
the red 'placcy boat® on a couple of occasions, leaving
g rather cold paddler, :

The Amphitheatre provided sons entertainment with Devo
wedging his polka-dottzd gieve acroas the main flow. A
bit of agsistance and a handroll later & Devo made it to
the bottom only to contemplate the fate of his paddle,
The ensuing search retrieved the wvayward paddle without
casualty. The Chapline were in fine style with Matthew
showing how its done. :

Deciding that a low level Mitzhell trip wasn't the time to
wreck our relatively new Penetrator, we partook of a grade
4 portage (and we all thought theozs wore real canoeists!-ed).
Camp was-pleasant, with ﬂmr’";fi::wﬁod[for a blaze of -
Chernobyl propsrtiszs - the theory Leine +hot #ha resulting
updraft would clear the sky ¢f clonds and ensure a perfect
Sunday. | Surprisingly, theory proved correct for cnre and
_the next day was indead perfect =~ no more of those polar
. /bears or pack dce, and the sunshine made p for the lack

of water.

Tunchtime & Glenaladale coincided, encouraging our-intrepid
leader to suggest a walk to the Den of Nargun.,  The walk
stimulated some highly intsllectual discussion on the origins
of Margun & geological formetion of the cave - reinforeing
the reputation of conoeists ag terrifie bullshitters.

A group of boy scouis were alsc at Glenaladale so,

ignoring Gerry, Devo trotted off with his bag of boiled e .
lollies to spend lunchiime with the young boys (It pays R 9
to be prepared, sh Devo!). : R : i

On that note ended yet another low level Mitchell trip, with

much of our gelcoat le=ft behind on rock after rock as ek g
testament to the ability of the Mitchell's beauty to albtracet W: -
frustated paddlers. Thanks to all 4 for their company. ; .




